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PREFACE. 


HE chief Controverſies betweew the Church of 

England az! the Church of Rome , have of late 

been managed to the beſt advantage on both. fides. 
The more jutlicious ſeem to be ſatufyd, and others to be 
tired out with a cloſe and eager debate of above two years 
cont inuance=; all ſeem to be ſettled now, and fixed in their 
Principles, and every one ſees, or thinks he ſees on which 
fide the Truth lies. I am confident all has been ſaid for 
Popery that can be ſaid, though 1 am not ſo well aſſured 
that much more might not have been ſaid againſt it, which 
has been ſpared out of a regard to our common Chriſtianity, 
art to Religion in general, befides the reſpett due to a great 
ant gratious Prince of that Communion. | But our Adverſa- 
ries have not been watting to their 0:n Cauſe ti this oppor- 
tunity, mor in the leaſt favourable to curs. At firſt, the y 
would ſeem to be ſatufied , if they could be truly repreſen- 
ted, and rightly underſtood; but thoſe colours were ſoon 
wiped off, and ſomething. muſt be done to blacken us, when 
: they could "not appear ſo lovely as they defired. Latorious 
attempts therefore have been made againſt the chief Prints 
of the Reformation ; againſt our Ofice of the Euchariſt , 
againſt our Church-Government and Ordination , and all 
this by a Perſon who has been ſo little convinced by theſe 
Books , that while he had them Ly him, he lid in our 
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[ Suez aſſerts, that the Pope may change the manner of 


Elefion now in uſe. 

Tis certain that Popery t carried on in all its heights 
even in France it ſelf, and the Gallican Privileges betray 
ed by that wery ſort of Mew who would now be thought the 
chief defenders of them. The Autbour of a Book entituled, 
The Pernicious Conſequences of the new Hereſie of the 
Jelvits againſt the King and the State , publiſhed Febr. x. 
MDCLKII. being an Advocate of Parliament, complains that 
the opinion of the Pope's infallibility had got ground in 
France ( a), and that there was great likelyhood of its ſprea- 
ding daily, it being the general opinion of the Jeſuits, who 
are a vaſt Bedy diffuſed throughout all parts of the world, 
aud have the Education of Touth wherever they come. Du- 
vall endeavoured to introduce this Dodrine into the Sorbon, 
but attempted it warily, ſaying , that neither the one nor 
the ether fide of the (ueſtion us de fide. But though he was 
all his life in great favour at Rome , yet has be Jnce been 
very ill treated by F. Raynaud, a Jeluit at Lyons for his 
great caution and reſtraint in a matter of that impor- 
tance. (b) He ſhews that this Dottrine by degrees gained 
gromd, till the Jeſuits growing daily more infelent procee> 
ded to that extravagant Thefis of the College of Cleremont, 
wherein they dared to mintain publickly in the midſt of 
Paris zt ſelf, and in the face of the Parliament, that Jee 
ſus Chriſt has grven to all Popes, whenever they ſhall ſpeak 
e Cathedra, the ſame Infallibility himſelf had, as well in 
matters of Fatt as of Right. Great care is taken to ſuppreſs 
all Books which thwart this Doftrine, and to publiſh and 
give credit to ſuch as may infuſe it. Baronius gud his 
Continuators are the Authbours for Hiſtory chiefly in vogue, 
and theſe without coming near him in his Excefltencies, in- 
finitely furpaſs him in his Faults. He particularly obſerves 
Raynaldus to have been a Man without the Spirit of au 
Ecelefiaſtick, without ftyle, without judgment, without fin- 


certty, 
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cerity, without credit, yet he had the boldneſs to dedicate 
his eighteenth Tome to the French Clergy, and preſented it 
to the Aſſembly of the Clergy, MDCLX ; and though this 
Doftrine of the Authority of Councils is every where ſtyled 
Schiſmatical and Heretical, the Pragmatick SanCtion wvi- 
lified, the Council of Baſil outraged, and all the Popes who 
poſſeſſed the See in Avignon during the Schiſm pronounced 
Antipopes, who are the _ Popes that France has acknow- 
ledged, though the moſt undefenfible pretences of the Church 
of Rome are every where juſtified, yet all the disfavour 
. or diſcouragement that Book met with was, that Raynal- 
dus did wot receive a Letter of thanks on the French 
Clergy, as he expetted, but no Sentence being paſſed upon 
it, 6 filence, as my Authour obſerves, will be one day 
taken for a tacit approbation, and the Abettors of the Court 
of Rome believe with great reaſon that they have however 
gained a main point, f An there has been nothing poſitively 
done againſt ſuch a Work preſented to the whole Clergy, 
befides the advantage gained by having ſuch Books recei- 
ved and read without prohibition, that may inſtill thoſe 
Principles, whereas the Epiſcopal Decrees of the Biſhops of 


France (c) have been treated by the Biſhops of Rome to (c) p-11- 


that degree of indignity as to be ranged among the condem- 
ned Books, without wouchfafing either to clear it with the 
Biſhops before Cenſure , or to render them any Account of 
what they thought amiſs afterwards. | 


After el the hideous outcries againſt Richerius, (d) (0) Praf. ad 


Conc. Gen. 
3» Þ* 23 3 


when he requeſted of a certain Biſhop, one of Cardinal Per- 
ron's intimate Friends, that he might have a fair heari 
and liberty allow'd him to offer what he had to ſay in F 
fence of hu Book de Eccleſiaſtica Poteſtate, the Biſhop free- 
ly told him, that he had made himſelf ſo many Enemies, 
not by writing Errours but too plain and unpleafing Truths, 
that though there was nothing could be diſproved in his 
Book, yet the Church-men had much rather have their ſole 
(4) depen- 
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' dependance on the Pope, than to have the perpetaal trouble 
and diſſatisfattion of appearing before Secular Judges. The 
Pope promiſed the Þ\ of Eſpernon a Cardinalſhip for his 
Son, if he would deliver him Richerius into the Inquiſition ; 
whereupon he was thruſt into Priſen : but the whole Unui- 
verſity of Paris interceded for him to the Parliament, and 
upon a full hearing he was releaſed : but the Pope recom- 
penſed the Duke's good will with the promiſed reward to 
his Son. And when Richelieu requeſted a red Fat of Ur- 
ban the Eighth, for hu Brother, Richerius's retrattation 

(e) Cleudii was the price muſt be paid for #t.(c) The Apoſtoliek No» 

AED ad. tary comes to Paris. and. is entertained by F. Joleph 4: Capu- 

Carelumin chin, who having. left his Convent then-lived in the' City. 

ag This F. Joſeph was Richelicu's Confeſſonr, anatwas employ 4 

Richer. lib. 4, by him to prepare all buſmeſs firſt; and then to bring it to hm. 

P- 100. ) Butillerius Pater & Joſephus Capucinus negotia ctu- 

) = a accipiunt, cotta ad\Cardinalem. deferunt. + Eaftey 
part.l,> Week, an acquaintance of  F, Joſeph's, one of the Sorbon, 
aud a great Friend, as he pretended, to Richerius, ir fot 

to the good Man to invite him in F. Joſeph's name'to dins 

ner, that ſo he might give his opinion'it a point off Comtru- 

verfie. Richerius. excuſed: it, ſaying: he never frequente;t 

Feaſts, but he. would wait. upon hem- after Dinner, ant þe- 

ing preſſed to. come, wot+ to+ be. uncivil,. he comply ed. As 

ſoon as Dinner was done, a Queſtion was dofignedly mov'd, 
concerning the- Pope's Authority, of which whth Rithcrius 
difcourſed , modeſtly, as his. mauner was, F: Jolepht tells 

him, now, ſays he, yournnſt\either retratF your Book which 

you fray writ, de Ecclefiaſtica &-Polktice Poteſtate, 

or die for it: at that certain Ruffians ruſhed-forth armed 

from behind the. Flaugings, aud threatned to murther him: 

in this dreadful. ſurprize; the porr- old Man ſubſeribed a 
Retratlation ready prepared. and: drawn ap. for him , ant 
immediately was.catried. home: + where; when he confidered 

what he. had done, he wrete this: Accomne of the buſineſs - 

frie 
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frievd Moriſotus, lamenting extremely hu own timorouſueſs 
and fainting under this Calamity much more grievous to him 
than Death it ſelf, he had ſcarce ſealed s Letter, but 
flinging himſelf upon his Bed, he dy d. How little better 
Launoy fared, is ſufficiently known from an Account of his 
Life, lately printed at London. 

Whilſt theſe are the proceedings againſt the Advocates 
for the Gallican Church, its Adverſaries are encouraged, 


and their Works in high eſteem. (g) The Abridgment of (4) New He: 
the Councils by Coriolanus was printed at Paris, and rewvi- telie, p. 100. 


ſed by a Dr. of the Faculty, though af] the Maxims contrary 
to the Deftrine of the Gallican Church, are ſet at the be- 


ginning of the Book as ſo many C atholick Dottrines. And 


the-Councils are publiſhed by men devoted to the Pope : for 
the Jeluites have ever had the Government of the Royal 
Preſs ; and in printing the Councils have left in the Life of 
Boniface the Eighth, theſe outragious words, as the Ad- 
wocate rightly terms them, againſt af} France, Philippum 
Pulchrum Ga/ie Regem jufte excommunicavit, and this 
printed at the King's Houſe, at his own Charges. Nor 
is there the leaſt intimation given that that Pope excee- 
ded his Authority, when he threatned to depoſe him (h). 
And though rtius fakes notice that Bintus was miſta- 
ken in ſaying, Philip ws (i) juſtly excommunicated, where- 


ted, or any thing to the contrary, Fut that the Pope did 
very well in threatning him with Depoſition. 

The judicious Advocate abovementioned, foreſaw what 
was to be expetied from this laſt Edition of the Councils, 
which was then in hand, for LabbE had cauſed a Draught 
of the VWork'to be printed, and"F'am apt to think, that 
through this Authonr's Complaint the Conncil of Baſil had 
more right done it thaw otherwife it wont! have had. But 
the Treatiſes prefin't in the Apparatus are” ſuth as quite 


a 2) over- 


(6) Vie. Bonif. 
Vin-Tom.28. 
i) Cone. h 
as he was not indeed at all excommunicated, yet is not one = | 
word ſaid, but that he might deſerve to be excommunicas p. 1489. 
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overthrow the Gallican Privileges, and the Dofrines pe- 


(4) Lib. 10. culiar to that. Church. For Cardinal Jacobatius, (k) de 
p- $19. in Conciliis, ſets himſelf purpoſely to prove the Superiority of 


(7) p- $36. 


(m) Ibid. 


P+ 69, 70» 


the Pope to a Council, and anſwers all Objettions againſt 
it, and in plain terms denies the Authority of the Decrees 
of Conſtanre ;. and making uſe of thoſe known Evafions, (|) 
that theſe Decrees were to take place onely in the times of 
Schiſm between two contending Popes, or in caſe of Here- 
fie, or that it was no general Conſtitution, but limited to 
the preſent exigency of Aﬀairs; in ſhort, he denies that 
any Conſtitution of a Council can bind the Pope, becauſe he 
has no Superiour but God ; and ſo in all points he palpably 
contraditts the Dottrine of the French Church. Paulus 
Fabulottus, (m) de Poteſtate Papz ſupra Concilium , 
proves his Tenets by all manner of arguments from Scripture, 
from Reaſon, from Hiſtory, from Fathers and from Coun: 
cils ; and in his fifth Chap. where he ſhews the Pope's Su- 


' periority from Councils, he ſhews particularly that the 


(n) Ibid, 


French ought not to except againſt the Authority of the laſt 
Council of the Lateran, becauſe they acknowledge its Au- 
thority in enjoying the Privileges granted them in the Bull 
of Leo the Tenth, which Re it; and it is unreaſo- 
nable, ſays he, that they ſhould allow it when it makes for 
their advantage, and rejett it in other matters. (n) He 
pretends to ſhew that Martin the _ did by his Bull re- 
traft the Decrees of the Fourth and Fifth Seſſions of Con- 
ſtance, made, ſays he, in Schiſm; by appointing the (Que- 
{tion to be put to all ſuſpefted of Herefie, An credant Ro- 
manum Pontificem in Dei Eccleſia fupremam habere Po- 
teſtatem? *©* Whether they believe that the Pope has ſu- 


' © opreme Power in the Church of God? And ſo turns the 


Conncil of Conſtance apon the French. 7» a word, he con- 
cludes, that whoever perfiſts obſtinately in the contrary 0- 
pinion, againſt-ſo many Councils, (for he produces no fewer | 
than fix, whereof that of Conſtance #s the ſecond ):muſt 


needs 


er —— —————" 


_ .* The PREFACE. - = 
weeds be an Heretick. He particularly anſwers the Ob- 
jettions brought from the Council of Conſtance in the uſual 
manner ; 9; > the Council of Balil, he ſays, aÞ Catholicks con- . 
feſs it was not a lawfull Council, when it defined Councils to . 
be above the Pope. At laſt he concludes with admiration, 
that any one ſhould, to the deſtruitton of his Soul, be ſo per- . 
verſe as to call in queſtion ſo certain a Truth, eſtabliſhed 
on ſo ſtrong Arguments and ſo great Authorities. (0) Ca- (+) Contro- 
ranza maintains the Popes Infallibility, and ſays, it was "© ih 
never doubted of till the Councils of Conſtance and Baſil. har. Come. 
He ſpends his fourth Controverſie in ſheming, againſt theſe. Lab. 
two Councils, that Popes are above General Councils. ' Pe- * 54 
trus de Monte i» his Monarchua, (p) runs as high as any (p) In Ap- 
of the reſt, and, to make a Pope a complete Monarch, ex- MP: 155: 

empts the Clergy from the Obedience, and their Poſſeſſions 
. from the Dominions of temporal Princes. 'But Jacobatius, + 
(q) if it be poſſible, goes beyond thiss For he maintains (9) Ibid. 
the depofing Power, and affirms, that the Pope alone may y. 329. 
depoſe Emperours and Kings, and whomſoever he pleaſes, 
and particularly the King of France, and this without the 
advice and concurrence of his Cafdinals ; he makes no doubt 
of his depofing Power, the onely Queſtion is, whether he can 
doe it alone without his Cardinals, and he determines in 
the Affirmative, ſo little regard is to be had to that which 
is eſteemed the Doftrine of the French Church, and which 
ſome would have us think is the Roman-Catholick Dottrine ; 
. and the Doftrine againſt the. Pope's Infallibility, the Sen- 
tentia Pariſienfium, as it is cafted in contempt, is every 
where decryd even in Paris tt ſelf... . * * + *  -., . 
The Jeſuits at Cologne (t):laid down'thit Rule, In Cen (r) wats - 
ſura Colonienfi, fol. 32. It any Man examin the Dotrine #iſh Remon- © 
of the Pope by the Rule of God's Word, and feeing that Treg mb | 
it is difterent, chance to contradict it, let himbe rooted ; 
.-. . *qut with Fire and Sword. And both the Clergy and Peo- 
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þle of the Rowan Communion in Ireland generally hold the 


Popes Infallibility, being influenced by the Jeſuits, as they 
are in moſt places. (s) Inſomuch that in MBCLXVI. they 
refuſed to. fign the three laſt of the fix Propoſitions. which 
the Sorbon i» MDCLXII. had preſented to. the moſt Chri- 
ftian King, and to apply them as they did the firfl three, 
to his Majeſty of Great Britain, and his Subje&s, though 
they contain nothing but an Aſſertion of the King's Prero- 
gative, and a Denial of the Fope's Infallibility. This we 
are told by One who is an Advccate for Popiſh Loyalty, and 
it is confeſſed by Another (t) who made it the Buſineſs of 
his Life to wrate againſt the Degoſing Dottrine, that this 
is the Dottrine moſt generally received amenzſt thoſe of that 


:Communion, [ Neque quenquam movere debet, ut alias 


{#) Deer. 3+ 


to the Fope 


obſervavi, (in 4pel. num. 4 49. ati citatur in margine, ) 


-quod opinio hc, qux Symmo Pontifici hanc poteſtatem 


tribyit, communionior fit quam opyoſua, plureſque Doe- 


.tores cam ſequantur, &c.] So /ittle ſecurity have we that 


Popery is the ſame thing in France that it is at Rome and 
in other Popiſh Countries, or that the Biſhop of Meaux's 
Expoſition zs good Popery, . even in Paris it ſelf. But that 
which is the Doftrine generally taught, we. are often told 
by the Guide, is equivalent to the Definitions of a General 
Council, inaſmuch as no Council can be tknawn to be. general, 
nor conſequently to teach true Dottrine, but by the Reception 
it meets with from the Church, qud ſo the Miſrepreſenters 
will be found to be. thoſe that ſoften and palliate Popery, 
contrary to the ſenſe of the moſt of that Communion. © 
Tt am ſure Cardinal Pole and his Synad at Lambeth, 
MDLVI. were for Popery as it is at Rome, they did not 
content themſelves to fetch it from France. For they re- 
ceive the Bulla Ceenz, (u) equaliing its Authority even to 
the Decrees of General Councils.aud Apeſtolical Traditions ; 
and. they prafeſs to own the full extent of Power attributed 
the Council of Florence, and they quote it in 
the 


- 
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the wſual forts, (x) Quemadmodutn eriam it! geſtis Ofcu- ( 


x) Vid. 
menicorum Conciliorum: & in Satris Canonibus contine- walvr as. 
tur; nd, Quemadmodum &, &c. as we are now taught Linc. y-274+ 


to read it actording to the true Tranſlation, if ſuch a nice- 
74 will make any material Aiffererice ; and this was done 
by Cardinal Pole, by wirtae of his Legatine Power in a 
Provincial Synod. 

However, the conſtant Appeal now is from the Senti- 


ments of Private Men and patticulay Synods to the Deft- 


nitions of General Councils, which are appealed to with as 


mach confidente, as if not one of them had ever been ſuſpec- 
ted of called in queſtion, but all were of undoukted Antho- 


rity, whereas there is indeed nothing niore ſuſpetted, than 
the credit of moſt of them, and the chief Tenets of Popery 


will be found to have But little Authority from General 
Countils ; The Worſhip of Ittages will tand in great need 
of the ſecond Council of Nite; and Tranſubſtantiation , 
Auricular Confeſſion, e*c. will want ſupport from the fourth 
of the Lateran ; and, in ſhort, it will be almoſt as difficult 
to defend the Councils brought to authorize them, as to-de- 


fend the Do@rines themſelves. IT think I have made it- 


evident that this Argument from the Authority of Coun- 
cils will be as unſucceſsfall as all other Arguments have hi- 
therto proved: for it is a vain thing to — by an 
means the Defence of a Cauſe which will not be ended. 
But in my Opinion the famous Mr. Schelſtrate has gone 
the fartheſt towards the finding out an Expedient which 
may be of equal force in all Controverſies. -For in the year 
MDCLXXXV. he put out a Book intitaled, Diſſertatio Apo- 
logetica de Diſciplina Arcani againſt Erneſtus Tentzelius, 
a Lutheran Divine, in defence of his Commentaries upon 
the ſecond Canon of the Council of Antioch. In this Book 
he ſhews, that the Church concealed her Doftrines a long 
time, and that the ſtream of Tradition, like ſome Rivers, 
ran for a great way under ground, till at laſt it broke out 


and 


= — 


(5) Þ- 150, 
I5H 


(x) Þ- 124- 


(a) Þ- 104, 
10s, 106, 


(5) p« 120» 
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and diſcovered it ſelf in this Age or that Council. If you 
(y) enquire why we read nothing of Tranſubſtantiation is 
Ancient Authours. The Anſwer ts very eafie and ready ; 
Diſciplina Arcani. - Why (z) the Fathers did not aſſert 
the Worſhip of Images 2 Diſciplina Arcani Why (a) we . 
have no Accounts of the Seven Sacraments before the ſe- 
venth Century 2 Diſciplina Arcanii Why the Writings of 
Sz. (b) Denys the Areopagite /ay ſo long concealed? Diſct- 
plina Arcani. And ſo for any Novelty elſe Diſciplina Ar- 
cani /tiÞ returns upon you, aud it is ſo great a Charm, that 
ſome would be almoſt afraid of it, for it has a ſtrange fa- 
culty of making every thing look aged that it can but come 
near. This Diſciplina Arcani 2s an occult Quality to ſalve 
all Difficulties by, and ſay what you will, prove what you 
will, theſe two Emphatical - 9 of ger bear down all be- 
fore them. And, I am perſuaded, the following Confide- 
rations will ſtand out againſt any Attack but that of Dilcis - 
Plina Arcani. 
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2. The Hiſtory of the Council, ibid. 

3. Oppoſed by the-Council of Frankford, 18, 


4. This farther proved, ibid. 
| (3) F, 6. The 
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&, 6. The Objeftions againſt the Can, of the Council of Frank- 
ford which condemned Images, anſwered, 20,21, 22, 
7. The Council of Nice. was mot received for at leaſt one \ Age 
in the Eaſtern «+ Weſtern Churches, 23. 
s VII. -1. - Papiſts cannot agree which ts the eighth General Comn- 


cl, 25. 

2. The Pope's Legates were at the Council which reſtored 

Photius, ibid. 

3. And his Reſtoration was in -effeft approved on for ſome 

time after, 26, 

4. Thongh all is deny'd ſince with execrable Calumnies ene 
Photius, 


5. Which are ſufficienth taken off by P. Nicholas and bi 
Legates carriages, and by Photius's own Letters, - 
6. This is farther cleared, 
7. It is no ways hkely that Photius corrupted P, John -- 
Eighth's, Ep.8& Commonitorium # favour of himſelf, +4 
$8. Concluſion, 
$ VIII. Small proefs , that the three firſt Conncils of the' Larran 
were general, 


S$ IX. 1, The _—_ Lateran Comncil thought general by the Chudh 


of Rome, 37. . 
2+ Its Decrees 61 point of Doftrine, 38. 
g. ——— point of Diſcipline, 39, 
4. Yet it lay unregaracd for three hundred years, ibid, 
5: m_ derreed in this Corncil, 40, 
ſts ſhuffle about its Authority, 42543. 
$%X 1, ks Fry Comncil of ':yons, mit thought general at firſt, 46. 
2. Omitted in the Venice Edition, : 47« 
3. Its Decrees not much vatned in France, ibid, 


$ XI. Nothing in the ſecond Conncil of Lyons to make it general, -4'$. 
$ XI. The Council of Vienne "was called only won "a patticular 


 06caſion, 49. 
S XII. x, Of the Comncil of Conſtance, Fl, 
2. That Conncil above a' Pope, ibid. 


3. Not allowed by Martin the. Fi ifth choſen by that _ 


-  $ XIV. 1, 2. ;Qmarrels between Eugenius and the C a i 

Baſil, F 3, $4 

3. The Afts of this Council were ratified by — 54. 
S XV, 
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$ XY. 1. Canſes of citing the Council of Florence, F6. 
2. The Gallican Church diſown the principal Decree of 


this Comncil, 
XVI. 1. The French own the ſecond Comncil of Piſa, ai 
Fifth of the Lateran, 
2. Though for politick Reaſons Francis the Firſt with 
Clergy allowed the Fifth Lateran, "_ 
3. And three 'years after they renounce” it, 
4. Even the higheſt Oppoſers of the Gallican Privileges 
ſpeak, acubtfully of it, 60, 
F. And it was onely a meeting of Sixty, moſt m_ 
Pr. ibi 
$ XVII. 1. The Council of Trent may be Juſpeited by their own 
Conceſſions, ibid. 
2. Its Decrees abont ' Diſcipline not received in France, ib. 
3. Which yet ought to be, if -it were received as general,61. 
4. $9 that on both hands the Amthority of the Council of 


Trent 5s rejeted, 62, 
$ XVIII. Modern 'Papiſts not agreed what Anthority to give to 
. Gprmcils, ibid, 


S$.XIX. Engliſh Papiſts differ from all others.un this Matter, 63. 
$ XX. Jeſuits make the Pope infallible in Matters of Fact, ibid. 
S.XXI. 1. Herein contraaitted by the Frenth Clergy, ibid. 
2, Who in their Aſſembly cenſure. the Arch-biſhop of Gran 
for giving the. Pope an wulimited Power to judge of | Contvo- 
verſes im'the Faith, 65. 
$ XXII. The nature of the} ' Oubftion will bear no accommodation, 67, 
$ XXII. The Exceptions againſt many Councils the: Papiſts call Ge- 
neral, are ſufficient againſt their Infallibility, 68, 
g XXIV. Allowing them General, they would nat therefore neceſſari- 
ly be infallible, ibid. 
$ XXV, If they are infallible in Matters of Faith, they onght to be 
- fo in Matters of Difcipline, 69. 
S.XXVI. 1. Great difference is to be put between ancient and n mo- 
deru Conncils, 
2, Eſpecially when the Pope had arrogated a Power _ a 
ling them, 71. 


All. 


.All the Sheets of this ſecond Edition being wrought off before 
we could have the Reviſal of them from the Authour, the 
Reader is deſired to excuſe the number of the following al- 


terations. 


''Preface, þp. 9.1. 31. 132-7. 136, ; 

Book, + 2+ 4. 19. dele all. p. 4.1. 11. d belongs to Edition. 1. 38. r. (for it is not 
Im two other of his Editzons.) þ. 6. 4.26. prove r, ſecure. p. 12: 4. 27. his r. its. 
Þ+ 14+ 4. 28. ſecond r. fifth. p. 16. L. 14. dele of. L. 15. the quotation referrs to ſuch. 
Þ- 28-1. 22. after him add an Uſurper, a Tyrant and then, p. 31. /.1. 7. intolerable 
conſtraint. p. 39+ l. 3+ their r. the. {. 11. that r. the. /. 25, r. writer at leaſt, if 
not _ Þ+ 42+ 4. 25,27. Innocent r. Alexander. p. 48. the quot. of Pachymeres 

0 bs 


refers —_ Þ» $7. 1.16. yet r. and. p.61. 4. 28. dele Conſtantine after. p. 69. {.28. 
r. 
P. 7.1. 28. ad Marg. add The ſentence againſt Dioſcorus in the Greek is Oey 
3 dxenl@ y wager] 'Apgwaicnr@ T wedans x, mrrofulpgs Poe 
ung Nico, dl nuway yt aupurns dxawTHTNE auvid's, Bcc. AF. Conc. .Calched, E- 
dit, Labbe. p. 426. Binixs 1n his Notes upon the Council, quores the Sentence. 
thus; San#tifſimus (y Beatiſſimus Papa, Caput univerjalis Eccleſia, Leo, per nos 
Legatos ſuor, ſant#3 Synodo conſentiente. ibid. p. 981 _ | 
 _ P. 1s. l. 25. after worſhip of them ſuffered, add This ts related by moſt Hi- 
Morians as the caſting of Images out of all Churches, as it was indeed in effe& ; 
or elſe perhaps he thruſt them into obſcure corners, and afterwards pro» 
ccedcd to remove them quite away. 
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has been uſed in putting forth the Councils. Secondly, 
mew that Papiſts are not _ in the Authority of = 
as they are pur forth. 


T tz: Deſign two Ib Firſt, To ſhew the falſe dealing _ 


PART. L 


The falſe - png that has been who in putting forth the 
Councils ; And this, 1. By d'> SE thoſe that are wholly 
forged: 2. oy gyeriing! ofe-that are genuine, 3. By de- 
proving thoſe that are genuine, which they bave not thought 
fit to ſupprels. 


$I. By putting forth thoſe that are forged. Of this number 
is the Synod pretended to have _ held at. Antioch by the A- 


poltles, 


- 7 
LIBRARY 
CAMBRIDGE 


4 IS. BS I ee eee ee COR 


An Hiſtorical Examination of 


poſtles, The eighth Canon whereof is produced for the Wor- 

(hip of Images; and the Council of Sin»eſa brought by Bellarmin 

to prove the Pope above a General Council ; which notwith- 

ſtanding the improbability chat three handred and three Bi- 

* De Conc. ſhops * could meet together under Diocleſian, and many other In- 
ith, 2+ £17- confiſtencies, yet muſt ſtand upon record, as an authentick Coun- 
cil. - The two Councils held at Rowe under Silvefer the Firſt, 

brought to eſtabliſh the Pope's Authority, and the laſt of them 

to warrant many other Points of Popery, as Chriſm, the Cce- 

| libacy of the Clergy, &c. Though they have been detected of 
*Vid. Rob. manifeſt Forgery *, yet retain as good a Place in the Body of the 
Coci Cenſ- Councils as ever 3 onely the laſt Canon of the ſecond Romar 
4am Seripre Council was ſo palpable, that though it be very honourable for 
rum verſ. fi- th& Pope, yet Labbe cold not but temark that perhaps it might 
nem be forged by 1/idere Mevcator'y of at leaft, that the expreſſion [ 4 
Regibus | was thruſt in. To paſs by the Acts of the Council of 

Nice and the eighty Arabick Canons, which ſome are willing 

to impoſe upon us for genuine, and quote them upon occaſion ; 

though Baronius confeſſes the Acts ſuppoſititious, and all Hiſto- 

rians teſtifie that the Nicene Fathers made but twenty Canons: 

To paſs by theſe and the early Fraud or inexcuſable Miſtake 

of putting the Sardica» Canons into the number of the Nicere, to 

warrant the Right of Appeals to Reme, as well as the many Con- 

teſts, about forged Ads, that have been between the Greeks and 

Latins, Which ſhall be enquired into when we come to the Caſe 

of Photivs : To mention, I fay, no more of this kind; The De- 

cretal Epiſtles, which cannot be denyed to have been forged , 

and i poſed upon the World by Ifidore Mercator , yet have not 

loſt their place among the Councils , but ſtand there, as if chey 

expected ſome ſecond Turriams to defend them : for unlels 
more credit were deſigned them by it than they deſerve, 'tis un- 
accountable why they ſhould be ſuffered ro take up fo much 

| room, which might be-better filled. I conclude this particular 

* Hiſt. Conc. with the obſervation 'of Richorins ® upon occaſion of the Forge- 
Gen41.2-36- ry of an Epiſtle from the Council of Nice to Pope Silvefer, to 
Equidem cur rhaxtims axini ma. deſire his confirmation, © Indeed I am forced 
rore dicere cogor, nullos extare libros, *to ſay with exceeding grief of mind J that 
in quibu tot tantigue fifitia & a- © there are no Books, in which one may reade 
OP op Tomi Cn " « (, many and fo egregiouſly counterfeit 
CI EY « 2nd ſpurious writings, as may be read in the 
* Tomes of the Councils. SIE By- 
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S I. By ſuppreſſing Councils that are genuine. The firſt and 
ſecond Councils of Pi/a are omitted by all the Collectors of 
Councils before Binizs , and the Acts of the ſecond Council 
of Piſa are omitted by him, the Publiſhers of the ColleQio Regia, 
and by LZabbt too though the Council of Conflance was bur a 
Continuation of the firſt P;/a» Council ; and the {ſecond being ow- 
ned by the French in derogation to the laſt of the Latera» was pu- 
bliſhed out of the French King's Library with the former, by the 
ſpecial privilege of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 4.Mpcx11. And 
x wr Labbe thinks fit to excuſe the omiſſion by ſaying, that the 
Ads and Apology of this pretended Councit [Conciliabulam Piſa- 
»um ] were colle&ted by Schiſmaticks and Hereticks , and pu- 
bliſhed under a falſe name; and that Lewis the Twelfth, in 
MDXTIE. called it onely a pretended Council , and denyed it 
all favour and affiſtance , yet the Royal Approbation of this 
Edition, and the exa# agreement of a# theſe As with the 
Acts of the ſame Council, as we find them in Richerixs ,,is 4 
ſufficient evidence againſt the imputation of Forgery; neither 
need they have been {d very ſcrupulous upon this Head , who 
have themſelves inſerted into their Editions of the Comncil/s Ca- 
nons and Syodical Reſcripts, which they acknowledge to be ſpu- 
rious, but a Lye when it makes for them, ſhall paſs with a gentle 
Cenſurez whereas Truth , when it makes againſt them , (hall 
be ſtifled, if any thing like an Excuſe can be brought to palli- 
ate their proceedings. 

As to Lewis the Twelfth , there is this to be ſaid; That he 
was engaged in a War with 7s the Second, the Yenetians and 
the Spaniard: at the ſame time , and gained a memorable Victo- 
ry at Ravenna over their united Forces 3 bat the Engii/s ſetting 
upon him at home, he was forced notwithſtanding to give over 
in taly, in MDXIIT. and fo 'is not unlikely, that, to reconcile 
himſelf to the Pope, he might then ſend chat meſſage ; bur it is 
manifeſt from the Acts themſelves and the Letters printed at 
the End of them, that from the beginning of the Council to 
that-time, be could be no Friend either to the Pope or to his 
Council, The ſame Year z/iws dyes, and Zeo the Tenth ſuc- 
ceeds. A Peace being concluded with England, and Lewss taking 
in Marriage Mary , Siſter to Herry the Eighth , he prepares for 
War again in 7:44, but dyes in —_— From whence : my 

2 ently 


Nurd triceptum facinus quidem 
eft abſolut4 dignum Monarchii Cu» 
rie RomanZ , cui propoſitum eſt , 
quod jure non poteſt, id vid fattt 
conſequi ; Richer. Hift. Conc, Gen. 
lib. 111. C. 9. þ. 669. 


; Pref.ad Conc. 


| þ to the laſt © 
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Concilium deleForum Cardinalium 
O& aliorum Pralatorum de emendan- 
4a Eccleſia, S. D. N. P. Paulo Ter- 
270 ipſo jubente, conſcriptum Co exhi- 
biturm, Anno, MDXXxVIII+» 
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dently appears which Council Lewis was moſt for, and for what 
Reaſon he difclaimed the Council of P:/a. | 

The Council of Baſi/ is wholly left out in the Reman Edition 
as ſpurious, and was left out by Cardinal Bellarmin's Advice, as Ri- 


cherius was informed by thoſe who were well 
pm ca with him: © Which exploit of 
* theirs thus ventured upon is worthy of the ab- 
* ſolute Monarchy of the Court of Reme, who 
* are reſolved to obtain that in fa# which they 
*cannot defend in riehr. And it is remar- 


* Coflart. kable that Sirmomdins was the Publiſher of this Edition; 4 a 
man ſo mach ſuſpeted at Rowe for too great Integrity, that he 
| was not allowed free acceſs to their MSS. In the firſt Draughe 


of the Councils put out by Labbt, the Council of Baff! was ity- 
F led onely Concilium Baſileenſe , whereas in Binizs *tis intituled, 
| | | Concilium OEcumenicum ex parte reprobatum , though in the ſame 


Draught he gave the Title of OEcumenical to that of Florence, and 
the Lateran; but perhaps the Complaint that was 

theri made of it by an Advocate of Parliament in a Book intitu- 
ed, The pernicious Conſequences of the New Hereſie of the Jeſuites., 
might give occaſion to the alteration in the Title of the Coun- 
cil of Baſil 3 for we have it now printed as it is in Binizs. But, 
* New Here- as that Authour obſerves ©, all means have been uſed to diſcre- 
fie of the 7e- dit the Council of Baſ!, infomuch that a Liſt of the General 
faites, P:14% Councils at the Beginning of the Epitome of the Canon-law , 
by Antonirs Auguſtinus , has been fallified, by leaving out the 

Council of Baf! , which that Learned Archbiſhop had inſerted 

among the reſt, as may be ſeen: for after theſe words, Conſt ar- 

tienſe ſub Martino quinto, there follows in the fainfied Editions, 
Florentinum ſub eodem , which is ridiculous , the Council of F/-- 

rexce not having been held under 1artin the Fifth : but it ſuffici- 

ently (hews how the uncorrupted Copies were, »iz. after that 

of Conſtance, Baſileenſe ſub Eugenio, and then, Florentinum ſub eodem. 


The Ceoncilium Delefttorum Cardinalinm , which 
was preparatory to the Council of Trent, and 
may well be reckoned a part of it, yet could 
never be admitted among the Councils (ince 
Crabbe's Edition, in MbL1.fince it is not in two 
other of his Editions 5 though wiliam Cre- 
ſhaw particularly complained of the omiſſion 

ina 


the Authority of General Councils. c 


in a printed Letter to Binizs , and afterwards , 4dSeverinum Binium Lovanien- 
reprinted it himſelf, and it_has been fince 7m Tirntom pions Comment 
publiſhed twice at Paris, once with the two Zgiv; as iofo nuper adernate; Gre. 
Councils of P:/a, 8&c. MDCXIEL. and again Londini, Sipcxxv. 

lately with ſome pieces of Clemangis, Daran- 

dus de modo celebrandi Concilii , &c, But becauſe that Council 

too fully ſets forth what great neceſſity there was of a Reforma- 

tion in capite & membris , it has been excluded all the Editions 


of Councils fince Crabbe's time. 


$ IE. 1- By depraving the Councils whichare Genuine. And 
here we have reaſon to ſuſpe&t much more than has hitherto 
been diſcover'd : for in the Yatican Library there have been cer- 
tain men —_ onely to tranſcribe Acts of the Councils 
and Copies of the Fathers works, and in tranſcribing to imitate 
the ancient Copies as near as is poſſible , as Dr. James of Ox- Tho. James 
ford was informed by a Gentleman , who ſaw them at this work Treat. of the 
in the Yarican, and profer'd to make oath of it, if need was, Sore, of 
It has been long ago obſerved , that the laſt Editions of the jn pp 
Councils are always the worſt , ſo that Dr. #hiraker made it his to the Rea- 
earneſt requeſt to the Archbiſhop of Canterbsry, that there might 4er- 
be ſome order taken for the preſerving of Crabbe's Edition , 
which he foreſaw would agverba printed again : and Dr. 7ames 
f ſhews that Crabbe himſelf is not without corruptions ,. which * James ibie. 
made him complain that no Proteſtant had put forth an Editi- © 192» 
on of the Councils, or ſet himſelf to re&tify the Errours of Po- 
piſh Editions 3 but he ſays Dr..,rard Maſter of $i4zey College in 
Cambridge was then about it. 

2, *Tis certain the Indices Expurgatoris reach MSS. as well as 
printed Books ©, and 'tis as certain * that the Inquiſitors of ſeveral * Poſſevin, 
places cannot agree among themſelves, but Arias Montane, who Piberhee. 
was himſelf a chief Inquificour in the Low-Conntreys had his own « fans — 
Books put into the Roman dex, fo that no body can tell whi- dex Lib. Pro- 
ther this expedient of Purgation may come at laſt, or how far bibir. 4 Pon- 
it has already come: it is but mangling the old MSS. and then #4 
counterfeiting them in 'a new Tranſcription, and the MSS. will 
all ſpeak Ge would have them. LZudovicus Saurins ſhewed _ 
Zunius * what depravations he was to make in the Edition: of Ps 
St. Ambroſe , and aſſur'd him that it would be the worſt and jt 


moſt cotrupt Edition of that Father. And we cannot mew 
| er 
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det if theſe praRices had a great ſhare in the motives to the 
1 Com. de Enchar, Harm, lib. 3, norqmony of Hemnricus Boxhornius i, who be- 
in principio. ore was one of the principal Expurgators. 
For ſome time theſe Indices Expurgatorii * 
* I. Craſkaw's Romiſh. Forg. were a great Myſtery, and the Eng/ih Papiſts 
Pref, would not believe, but it was ſome trick of 
_ or _ bs diſgrace the gg 9 
aute. e Inaex Expurgatorins Of Ant- 
Exp. _ mn n 4a werp was by chance firſt read by 7«ni- 
«s, thoſe of Spain and Portugal were never 
known till the taking of Cales, and the Rowan 
Index was procured not without much difficulty. After all theſe 
diſcoveries they could no longer complain of being miſrepreſen- 
ted ; though our Engl Papiſts were ſo backward in believing 
nth this part of Popery, that ® Craſhaw was forced to be at the 
mo trouble of. procuring two Editions of Fers upon St. John, one 
that had undergone the 1:dex, and another that was printed be- 
fore the invention of Indexes, to convince them. 

3. Let us now fee what exploits have been done by theſe 
Arts: The Diſcoveries of Craſhaw, and Coke, and:Reyolds, but 
eſpecially of 7ames, in tais kind will never be- forgotten ,-and 
{ſo need no repeating , any farther than they concern the Coun- 
cils, to which I ſhall confine my ſelf, and thew , that very ma- 
terial paſſages in them have been mangled or wholly omitted. 
*Tis very well known what attempts have been made to give 
us various Readings of the ſixth Canon of Nice to prove the 
Pope's Supremacy , and that for the ſame reaſon the fifch Ca- 
non of the ſecond General Council, and the twenty eighth of 
: Chalcedon have been rejected and branded as ſpurious. All the 
Es «mesCot- Editions of Councils bear * , that St. Cy44l did preſide in the 
be Oc. Council of Epheſus as Pope Celeſtine's Deputy , againſt the Au- 
P. 91s thority of the Tranſlation of Diony/ins Exiguns, and the Greek 
Manuſcripts, as Dr.7ames witneſleth. But this is not the onely for- 
:  Sery wemeet withall in this Council. ® For 
* Richer. Hiſt. Conc. Gen. ib. 1. jn the Epiſtle of Celeftine to the Council, in 
Co 7s « 9 : _ PF uk _ - Nw, _ it runs _ : 
Miſuma ad vos Arcadium e have ſent Arcadivs and Projettns Bi- 
renday n.gp @ Philippum « (op; and Philip a Presbyter to you,c#c. who 

he guns mm « having tak hemſel 
CNT 4 ſuſcepta, Atis is intere- avl raKen Our Care pr r eh EIVES.,, 

ing that's 


rxn , qgueque & vobis ſunt conflitu- " preſent at every tranl- | 
acted , 


* a&ed, and ſhall confirm your Decrees by 
< their fuffrage, and we doubt not bat your 
* Holineſs will admit them to give their 
* Votes, and to a common confent ; and let 
© whatſoever you ſhall decree be looked up- 
© on as definitions and decrees made for the 
* Peace of all the Churches. And with this 


the Authority of General Countils. T 


ta ſun calculo denu> confirmabunt » 
non dubitaman antem quin ſanititas 
veſtra ills ad communem conſenſumn 
ſententieque diftimem (it admiſſura ; 
que vero decreveritis, ea pro omnz- 
um Ecclefiarum . tranquillitate ha- 
beantur definita decretique. Ephel. 
Con. Aft, 2. 


Edition of Peltanus agrees that of Antonins Contins , though his 


be a different Verſion : whereas the Romar 
Edition has it thus: © We have in our (6- 
* licitude [] for the Peace of the Church ] di- 
* rected our holy Brethren and fellow 
* Prieſts, &c. Arcadiaus and Projetns, &c, who 
* may be preſent, when every thing is 
* done , A x who may execute thoſe things 
* which have been before decreed by us; 
*to whom we doubt not but your Holi- 
* neſs will give your Aſſent , fince what is 
* doing ſeems to be decreed for the ſecurity 


Direximu pro mſtra ſolicitudire 
ſanf0s fratres &f Conſacerdotes no- 
fires, toc. Arcadium & Projec- 
tum, (9c. qui tis que aguntur 7k 
terſint, &f que antea 4 nobis ſunt 
Rlatuta exequantur ; quibus preſtan- 
dum 4 veſtra ſanfitate non dubita- 
mis afſenſum , quando id quod agt- 
tur videtur pro Univerſalis Eccle/ie 
ſecuritate decretum. Edit, Rom. 
Patt. 2. Aft. 3. 


©* of the Univerſal Church. And according to the Roman Edi- 
tion is the Greek of Hieronymns Comelinus, Anno MDXCT. and all 


the Editions of the Councils ever ſince the Romar. 


It is very 


pleaſant to obſerve that Binins in his Notes upon the Council 
of Chalcedon , quotes the Sentence againſt Dio/corns to prove the 
Pope's Supremacy, and that it might be ſure to make for his 
purpoſe , he quotes it otherwiſe than it is printed in his own 
Edition , which though Mr. Cra/haw gave notice of it in his 
Letter to Binizs , yet remains unalter'd till in Labb6's Edition, 
Pithans finds' fault with S»rins for omitting the Acts of that 
Debate , which ( after the fourth General Council of Con/tanri- 
nople was concluded and ſabſcribed ) aroſe between the Eaſtern 
Patriarchs and the Pope's Legates concerning the Right of or- 
daining the Archbiſhop of Balgaria: and if he had lived to this ©9# atter- 


tercationss not 


day, he would have made the fame or greater complaints : For ,,remnende 
Binins and Labbt will ſcarce pals for honeſter men than Swrizns in 44a 4 Laur. 


this or in any other caſe. 


Surio wviro a« 
lioqut & dili- 


genti (OF fidei multe in poſtrema Conciliorum Editione pretermiſſa fuiſſe, non injuria merecr & doles : 

fac enim ſentio, quod bona omntum venid diftum velim, Chriſtianam veritatem, que Deum autorem ac 

vindicem habet, ſua ſumplicitate contentam non indigere illis artibus, que nec in humanis quidem atti- 

enibius benics wit ac probus facile admiſerit. Pirhoeus De Proceſſ. Sp.Sandti, p.3 5. 
S* 


4. But 
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An Hiftorical Examination of 
4. But to come lower , where we may expe& a more exat 


* James,;bid. account of things. In the Council of Baf1, thefamous * Lindweed 


Þ- 101» 


® Coci Cenſu- 
ra, þ. 246. 


Iib. 4. part. 2 
Hiſt. Gen. 


Conc. 


Placuit omnibus Patribus finem 
buic ſacro Concilio imponi, confirma- 


made an Appeal upon account of the Temporalities of our Kings. 
The like Appeal was made by Thomas Bithop of Worceſter, ſent 
thicher in Commiſhon from the King , and by Peter Partridge , 
Chancellor of Lincoln, in the name of the Archbiſhop of Car- 
terbury and of the whole Clergy of the Land, a!l which is omit- 
red-by the Publiſhers of the Councils, and not pat into the very 
laſt Edition, though Dr. 7ames had taken notice of the omiſſion. 
I need not mention the Decree which Cara»za has beſtowed up- 
on the Council of Florence, to introduce the Apocrypha into the 
number of Canonical Books of Scripture, though he# is not the 
onely man that has made uſe of this Artifice, which they are 
now indeed aſhamed of, as men always are of Impoſtures, when 
they are once diſcovered; yet (ti]] Garanza is the Authour readi- 
eſt at hand; and is as conſtant a ſupply for Comncils as the Brevi- 
aries are for Fathers. But I thall wave all other Inſtances, and ha- 
ſten to the Council of Trent, which gave the finiſhing hand to all 
the reſt, and is it ſelf no very eminent example of fair dealing, 
I take it to be no more an-Inſtance of the Sincerity than of the 
Infallibility of that Council, that the 7ridentine Fathers durſt not 
truſt the World with a view of their Acts ; and all the accounts 
we have had from private hands have been very little for its credit: 
The Hiſtory of Cardinal Palavicini has juſtly been ſaid to be more 
prejudicial to the Council than that of Father Pas! ; for the lat- 
ter onely ſhews how much is to be ſaid againſt it, whereas the 
former demonſtrates how little can be offered in its defence. 
But not to inſiſt upon this z who would ſuſpe& that the little 
Book of the Canons and Decrees of the Council of 7rent might 
not be allowed us entire ? yet in the French Edition publiſhed 
at Paris MULXIV. by Gentianus Hervetus , as ſoon as he came 


* from the Council, and in the Antwerp Edition the ſame year , 


Cardinal 2orone , the Pope's Legate, concludes the Council in 
theſe words , © Ic pleaſed all the Fathers that 
* an end ſhould be put to this ſacred Council, 


timing 2 Senfiffins Demine noftro * anda Confirmation ſhould be begged from 


peti, tribus duntaxat exceptis , qui 
jonem ſe non petere drxerunt : 


ideoque nes Apoſtolice 


O& Prafidentes eidem ſacro Concilio 
6 


* the Pope, excepting onely three , who ſaid 
: * they deſired no Confirmation : and there- * 
dis Legati © fore We, the Legates of the Apoſtolick 
** See, and the Preſidents of this Holy Con 


*«doputanend to it, and we ſhall beg a 
& Confirmation with all ſpeed from the 
« Pope; You therefore, moſt IIIn{trious 
© and Reverend Father, after you haye 
&* given God thanks, go in peace. But 
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Finem imponimus :; confirmationem 
vero quamprimun 4 ſantifiuo Do- 
ming nojtro petemus. Vos autem 
illuſtrifimi © reverendiftmi Fares, 
poſt gratizs Deo a#as, ite in pace. 
Vid. Ricberium, lib. 4. part. 2. 
Hiſt, Gen. Conc, 


in the Roman Edition printed the ſame 
Year by Manntizs, 'theſe Words, Placuit 
omnibus Patribus, &c. tribus duntaxat exceptis, &c. are left 
out ; and after the Queſtion put to them by the Legate, 
Whether they would have Requeſt made to the'Pope to con- 
firm the Council ? 1t is ſubjoyned, Reſponderunt, Placet : They 
all deſire it: And there is no mention of the leaſt diſſent : 
and preſently follows the diſmiſſion of the Fathers. And af- 
ter this manner have all the Editions been printed ever ſince 
without the leaſt intimation, that one Biſhop demurred 
upon it. * Whence it appears, That 
& the Court of Rome is reſolved to daith 


Ex quo patet, Curie Romane 


© out and ſuppreſs all thoſe Ads which 
© contradi& their uſurped Rights, and 
& hence it is alſo, that many Spurious 
© things are read as Genuine, even in the 


propaſurum eſſe omnia delere arque 
ſupprimere Ate, que juribus ſuis 
ues tis adverſantur, f5 bins eti- 
am-fit, ut muſis Apocrypha pro Ve- 
ris legantur etiam in antiquis 


&« Ancient Councils. I need purſue this ©9*#iw. Richer. Þ5, 


Subje&t no farther, nor ſeek for Inſtances 

to make good this Obſervation of Richerius, his Teſtimony 
may ſuffice inſtead of a thouſand Inſtances. Nor ſhall I make 
any advantage of the many other great Corruptions where- 
with partly throngh Ignorance, partly with Deſign, the Mo- 
numents of Antiquity are defaced, as the Author of the Pre- 
face to Paul the Fifth's Edition of General Councils complains, 


who was Sirmondws, as (i) Coffartiws informs us : nor of the (;) pref 
great alterations under that pretence made in innumerable ad Conc. 
places of the Roman Edition, which have been retained ever 

lince, beſides the careleſneſs of the ſeveral Publiſhers that has 

made the beſt Editions extreamly uncorrect, which put Ba- 


luzius (k) upon a new Collection. 


ter hopes of him, if his $kill in the Greek Tongue qualifie 
him for ſach a Work, notwithſtanding the ſharp Conteſt 
that has been between him and M. Fager concerning Peter de 


And we have ſome bet- CF) Pref. 


ad Cone. 
Tom. 1. 


(1) Ger- 


Marca's poſthumous Works, or the undervaluing (1) Cha-\,- 7 


racer lately given him by a Do of the Sorbon. 


Caſis maj 
was To 2 


( m ) Conta+ 
renus Sum, 
Conc Elit, 
Venet, 
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An Hiſtorical Examination of 
PA RI. 1 

$I. T)Apiſts are not'agreed in the Authority of Councils; I 

mean, they'are not.agreed what Councils are Gene- 
ral, and what are not ſo; [They differ as much about the 
Councils, as they do about the Notes of the Church. For as 
Coſter aſſigns three, Coccius five, Bellarmin fifteen, Bozins an 
hundred Notes : ſo ſome aſſign more, ſome fewer General 
Councils, though. the common computation proceeds no high- 
er than to eighteen, of ſuch as-are without exception. As the 
ſeventh and eighth General Councils were not a long time re- 
ceived into the Profeſſions of Faith,(which I ſhew in the ſeventh) 
ſo the number of Conncils recited in thoſe Profeſſions not ex- 
ceeding cight,(as is manifeſt by thoſe Profeſſ:ons in the Divernus 
Romanus publiſhed by Garnerius) ſhew, that cight only were 
Tooked upon as truly General, and the reſt not as of equal 
Authority. And as the form of the Profeſſion of Faith in the 
Council of Conſtance ( Seſlion 39. ) mentions but eleven Ge- 
neral Councils in all, ſo it gives higher reſpect to the firſt 
eight than to the reſt, and takes no notice of any more than 
one of Lateran, and one of Lyons : Ego N. elettus in Papam om- 
nipotenti Deo, cujus* Eccleſiam ſuo preſidio regendam ſuſcipio, & 
beato Petro Apoſtolorum Principi, corde C& ore profitcor, quam du 
mn hac fragili vita conſtitutus fuero, me firmiter credere & tenere 
Janftam fidem Catholicam ſecundum Traditiones Apoſtolorum & alt- 
orum ſanfttorum Parmum, maxime autem ſanftorum otfto Concilio- 


rum generalium, Viz. primi Niceni, ſecund; Conſtantinopolita- 


ni, terti; Epheſini, quarti Calchedonenſis, quints & ſexti Con- 
ſtantinopolitanorum, ſeptimi item Niczni, 0fFavi quogue Con- 
ſtantinopolitani z necnon Lateranenſis, Lugdunenſis & Vien- 
nenſis, 'Generalium etiam Conciliorum. Et illam fidem uſque ad 
wm apicem, &c. Cardinal Contarenns, in his ſhort account 
of Councils, written to Paul the Third, and preſented to him 
on his calling the Council of Trent ( or that of the delegated 
Cardinals in order to it, he being one of the number ) rec- 
kons that for the eighth General Council, which depoſed Pho- 
tixs, and the Council of Florence for the ninth, not ſo much 
as naming any of the Lateran Councils but the laſt,. and not 
eſteeming either this or that of Lyons -under Gregory the Tenth, 
nor that of Conſtance or Baſil General, though he docs name 
them (m ). Cardinal Pole, with his Synod at Lambeth under 


Paul the Fourth 4. D. MDLVT. calls the Council of Florence,the 
eighth 
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eighth General Council, thoygh they. own the fourth Lateras 
under Innocent the Third for General;as they do likewiſt the fifth 
Lateran (n). They mention the-fourth of the Larer.mn frequently, 
and never but under the Title of a General Council, and that (=) Decrer. e; 
of Lyons under Gregory the Tenth, they mention under the ſame 
Character (0). Avraham Cretenſis, the firſt Publiſher of the Coun- (0) Decrer. 3. 
cil ofFlorence(p),gives it the T itle of the eighth General Conncil,;(?) Launoy 
and fo the Approbation of Clement the Seventh prefix*d to thar £27” > 
Edition ſtyles it, fo likewiſe Crabbe | accounts it,who profeſſeth Rr 
to ſet down all the Councils General, and Prticular from P. A- Bonum. 
gapetus to P.Eugenius TY-So that this was the opinion of the Mem- + Edie. 1538. 
bers, of the Council, and of the firſt publiſhers of it, and of our 79% 11+ 
EngliſhClergy inQueen Mary's Reign,whereas in thecommon ac- 
count,(new ſtyle),the Council of Florence is the Sixteenth; Merlin 
gives us but eight General Councils, whichare the firſt fix with 
thoſe of Conſtance and Baſil.In the Vatican Library as it now 
ſtands and was erected by. Sixtus Qnuintus, A. D. MDEXXXVIIL 
where all the General Councils are repreſented in Painting with 
Inſcriptions to explain them,there are but two LareranCouncils, 
viz. Thoſe under Alexander the Third'and Innocent the Third. 
(9) Roceþa,in his Explications, reckons the Conncil of Yiewne the /4)Aangetus 
fifteenth, and then proceeds to the Council of Florence, which Roccha de Bib- 
he calls the eighteenth, - as it is indeed computing the two inter- ob. Vaicas, 
mediate Councils of Conſtance and Baſil, but Sixtns Odd ” 
thought fit to take no notice of them in the Yarican, yet Roccha 
makes them upa full Score, though the Councils of Confarce 
and Baſil be only ſuppoſed, not expreſled in the number. $So 
many differing accounts we have concerning the number of Gene- 
ral Councils; to which may be added one more, by taking inthe 
Council of Arles, as it ought to be in St. Auguſtme's - opinion , 
and in the opinion of Launoy, Albaſpinens, Marca, Labbe, Sirmon- 
dus and others (7); in which Council the Biſhop of Arles preſided (4) Launoy 
to examine the cauſe of the Donatiſts, which had been before de- confirmar. di/- 
termined by the Biſhop of Rome and his 'Synod ; 'they confir-/7t. devers 
med the Judgment paſt at Rome, but would have as certainly Pr _ 
nulled it, if the Sentence had been wrong. The two latter Edi- —_ __y 
tions of the Councils for a while continue the tale of them, and rioze, p. 96. 
the laſt continues it longer than the Royal Edition does, but af- 
terwards they break off and ceaſe numbering, only giving us 
them as they come:which may be a' farther evidence- how little 
certainty and exaQneſs there is in any thing that relates to a Ca- 

| Oar ab 9, - « talogne 
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talogue of General Conncils. It ſeems then we are at laſt redy- 
ced to that notable Expedient which is ſaid to have been in a 
late Preachment propoſed about the Sacraments; If we muft have 
Councils, my Beloved, let us take the greateſt number, and then wc are 
ſure to bave all : and fo for the largeſt Bible,and the largeſt Creed, 
that we may be ſure to have enough of whatever it be. But be- 
cauſe, Bekarmin's number of Councils ſeems.to be moſt in vogne, 
I ſhall conſider his eighteen, which he aſſures us are all over Infal- 
lible, and fully.approved, whereas there are half a dozen that 
have had the ill luck not to paſs muſter, though they are pretty 
tolerable in the main, and we mult take part and leave part, as 
the Popes have thought fit ; but there'is a'thir4 ſort fo abomi- 
nable, that they are utterly condemned. ys 
The ſecond >F II. I ſhall examine what agreement there is amongſt Papiſts 
_=_ wer concerning the Authority of the ſeveral approved General Coun- 
ms -ircaa p, Els And here we need not. go far. The Second General Coun- 
TCTELITT, Gil it felf (as was before obſerved) has not cſtaped : For Biro- 
ſecundum Ri. nius, An.CCCLXXXNLIayS that the fifth Canon of that Cotmcil was 
cher. pzrt 1, not received by the Church of Rome, and he ſuſpets it is forged. 
ATy 169. Bellarmin ſays it was not conſented to by the Pope (5) and there- 
wa » eta fore void ; ſo. ſays Albertus Pighins(z), and Coriolamns(%).Fhe four 
c. 18, * © Reaſons which Baronics brings to invalidate its Authority, Bimius - 
(t) in Diarribs has tranſcribed into his Notes, which Labbe and Coffarrins have 
ae Conc. 6, & printed if their Edition, without the leaft cenſure or attimadyer- 
7:17, 575-, ions z but in the margin, over againſt the Canon add a Note of 
Cancil. their own, referring to ſore Epiſtles of Leo, which are qu6- 
ted by Baronius to difprove his Authority. Now the only fault 
they.can-find with:this Canon, is, that it makes the Bifttop-of 

C. P. next Primate to the Biſhop of Rome, for this reafon,bzcanſe 

that City was New Rome, which would make the Pope's Power 

and Greatneſs depend: upon the Preheminence that the City of 

Rome held in the Empire,not npon any Divine Right. And for 

The fourth ng hetter reaſon they reject the twenty, eighth Canon of Chatce- 
— Aon, and would undoubtedly have rejected all the Canons of the 
eiven-& Dr. firſt four General Councils, if they had ſtood in the way of the 
CCEctia;. Pope's Authority. -- For the -Fifth Canon of C. P. is-in all-Co- 
cher. part 1. Þies, and there is no more caule to ſuſpe&t it than any other” Ca- 
« 8. p. 333- non'of the Council. "The twenty eighth of Chalcedorn, with thoſe 
that follow /it, .is wanting indeed in ſome” Copies 3 but this as 

well. as that. of C. P, muſt be 9wned by all inthe Chirch of 


Rome 


9 
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Rome that hold a Counal above the Pope ; for if the mejor part 
of the Church is of ſufficient Authority to make them ſo, theſe 
Canons are as authentick as any in all the Volumes of Councils. 
+ For the honour and juriſdiction of 'the Patrirach of C, P. is + Du Pin.diſ- 
founded upon the Laws of the Empire, and the conſent of thee". 1. p. 57. 


univerſal Church, and theſe Canons have generally been © far 0 Ge- 
owned, as to be inſerted into the Books of Canons. es 
C. P.An.Dom. 


$ 111. The Fifth General Council held under the Emperour DCIir. 
Fuſtinjian about the middle of the Sixth Century, was oppoſed by (x) Baluz. Xo- 
Pope Yigiliz: (x) to the utmoſt, till he was forced to ſubmit and _ Colle. 
retract his Hereſie to recover himſelf from Baniſhment. From, ; = ny 
whence a Omery will ariſe, How a Papiſt can be better aſſured ; 
that this Council is true, than that it is falſe? Or, Whether a 
Council can be firſt falſe, and then, without the leaſt alteration 
in its Dodrine, Infallible ? Or, How long time a Pope's Sen- 
tence mult be paſt before its Effect of Infallibility be produced ? The fixth 
Whether one Pope may not retract another's Sentence,as well as G<n-Council 
the ſame Pope his own? And if ſo,, Whether Innocent the Ele- _ — 
venth for inſtance,” may not retra& the Sentence of Pius the pcLxx x1. 


Fourth, and ſo vacate the Council of Trent ? vel ut alii pu- 
; . tant, DCLXX 


_$1V. . Alberts. Fighius wrote a Book (y) on purpoſe to prove _ 2 


the ſixth and ſeventh Councils both forged. The ſeventh was gey,z.c.- 5 
then newly publiſhed, but from what Capy or upon what Au-p. 525. _ 
thority he ſays was unknown : Frazciſcus Turrianue undertook (y) Diatribe 
their defence. - Bellarmin is for compounding the buſineſs,and is (2) 6, 7. 
indined(z)to think that many Forgeries may indeed be crept in. Pomif, = 
Binius follows him, only he is more poſitive, as his manner is, c. rr. . © 
ro give us ſomething that is his own : Zabbe and Cofſartivs let (a) Garnerii 
his Notes paſs without cenſure. All the ſtir is, that the ſixth 719. Pi 
Council condemned Pope Honors fag a Heretick, and the {e- {ome Fidet 
venth approves the Sentence, and ſeveral times anathematiſeth /-:undz 4:ſ- 
him ; whonr theſe Men would willingly acquit, tho there be /-r:. in ean- 
as much evidence for it as can well be for any Matter of Fact. and ; _ 
The Anathema againft him was ſolemnly pronounced every ,,,, = 4 
year, till of late, on the Feltival of St.Leo the Second ; and eve-p. 12. &c. 
Ty Pope anathematized him in the Profeſſion of Faith which he (b/DuPia dj/- 
made at his Conſecration, and ſent x'to the other Biſhops (a). oy 3 3 aq 
The Arguments of Barowixs to prove the {ixth-Congcil corrn pted, ©. —— 
are now laughed at(b) ;. tho' F.C ombefis(c) was violently m_ Jeſaitesp g1+.. 
treated . 


E 
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by Raynazd, a Jeſuite, not long ago in a malicions Satyr a- 
gainſt the whole Dominican Order, only becauſe he had expo- 
ſed Baronizs on this ſubject. But Garrerizs.endeavours to palli- 
ate the matter, by ſaying, He was condemned only for favou- 
ring Hereticks and conniving at them. MNatalis Alex. formally 

(4) Sec. 9, proves(d)that he ſpake like a Heretick, and acted like a Heretick, 
and communicated with Hereticks ; and yet at the ſame time 
proves he was no Heretick. $So impoſſible it is for Popes to be 
Hereticks ! For any other Biſhop had certainly been an Here- 

(e)Diſert.z. tick, though he had done but half ſo much. But Du Pin (e) has 

P2349. confuted all this Sophiſtry : and ſo ?tis to be hoped, that now 
theſe Councils may be genuine-in France, where Honorms 1s an 
Heretick,or at leaſt anathematized for a Favourer of Hereticks : 
but of what credit they are at Kome as to this point, is caſte to 
be imagined. He will ſcarce paſs for a true Catholick there, 
who had not rather part with two Councils than one Pope. 


Synodus Qui-> Y V. But here we muſt not omit the Diſpute betwixt the 
niſexta mn Greeks and the Latins concerning the Council in Trw{lo, called Sy- 
To Dom. 7704: Quiniſexta, becauſe it was a kind of Supplement to. the 
FFT. fifth and ſixth Councils. The Greeks maintain againſt the Latins 
ſecundum Lab» Eat this Council was General, they alledge that the Pope's Le- 
be in Tm, gates were preſent, and ſubſcribed its Canons,.-which the Pope 
Conc, himſelf indeed afterwards refuſed todo ; but the Council ſtyles 
it ſelf General ; and if want of the Pope's approbation could 

hinder it from being ſo, it was ſome time before tlie Fifth could 

deſerve that Title, however it came by-it at laſt : .but the grea- 

; teſt fault of this Council in Trwllo is,that it approves(f )and con- 

- Can.Tru. 5;-ms the ſecond Canon of C. P. and the twenty eighth of Chal- 
Kwue'ws war]. £edon, in which the Latins are mortally wounded, as Balſamon ob- 
Towevor. ſerves. However the hundred and two Canons of this Synod 
(8) 42.4,5,6- are cited in the ſecond Council of Nice(g). And Adrian the Firſt, 
in his Epiſtle to Taraſius ſays, that he receives the ſixth Council 

withall its Canons, by which he'can mean no other but this 

for the ſixth, as it is diſtinguiſhed from this, made no Canons, 

Nicholas the Firſt, in an Epiſtle to Michael the Greek Emperour, 

ſays, that they were confirmed by Pope John the Seventh, at 

the requeſt of Juſtinian the Second, whom that Pope commends 

there as a moſt holy Emperour ; beſides,Gratian attributes them 

(h) Seſ. 5, to the fixth Council, and ſo does the Council of Florence(b). All 
(i) Sum. Conc. which was ſo convincing to Caranza(5), that he ſets them down 


as 
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vius choſe rather to diſtinguiſh and refine upon the thirty ſixth 
F Canon, than to reject them all. Angelus Roccha (k)fays plainly,it 


$) 


as the Canons of the ſixth General Council, and after him Syl- 


(F) Bidl. Patic, 


was a continuation of the former Synod, not a new one, ſince?: 7'- 
both were ſubſcribed by the ſame Biſhops, as he proves out of 


the Second Council of Mice. 


F VI. 1. The ſecond Council of Vice, which is the ſeventh 
General Council, is a Council they find -themſelves as much 
concerned to defend as any of them all, and have had as much 
trouble in defending it : unleſs this be General, the worſhip of 


The ſecond 
Council of 
N ice, A. D. 


cr mtr ——n <O 
» xxx ,v 


DCCLXXXVve. 


Images is at a great loſs for Authority from Antiquity, and yet 700 **xvil 


to defend this Council is almoſt as difficult as to defend the wor- ro 


ſhip of Images without it. 

2. Gregory the(/)Great is well known to have been againſt the 
worſhip of Images ; but his Succeſſours, not long after, were 
for promoting it what they conld ; ſo zealous they were in the 
Cauſe, that great Contentions aroſe between the Jconcclaſte and 
the Tconolatre : for .no wonder if ſome were moved to break 
thoſe Images, which they could not but abhor to ſee others wor- 
ſhip. Theſe (=) heats grew to that heighth, that the Emperour 


(I)Lib.ge Ep.9, 


(m) Cedren. 


Leo the Third forbad by his Edict the worſhip of Images, follow- yiſz. zonar. 


ing herein the Example of two of his Predeceſſors and comman- 
ded them to be removed into leſs conſpicuous placesof theChur- 


Annal, 


ches, conſidering that the lawful uſe and ornament of Images /, ceqren. 
might much better be ſpared tan the worſhip of them ſuffered p. 453. 


(n). Gregory 11. upon this calls 

a Council at Rome, determines 
for Image-worſhip , and an- 
athematizeth the Emperour 
and moreover forbids that 

Taxes or Tribute ſhould any 
longer be paid to him from 
Rome or any other part of 1r4- 
ly; in ſhort, he denys obedience 
to him , and betakes himſelf 
to the Franks. Leo Iſaurus being dead,his Son Conſrantinus Copro- 
nymus calls 2 Synod at C. P. in which the warſhip of Images 13 
condemned in DCCT1y. In this ſtate{o)things continned ti] ayout 


ring ſays excommunicated and depoſed 


que etizam de Homutio male ſentirer, 


I:novationsof the Church of Kome, 


Greg. Tert, $9 natural is it for erery 0 
an Heretick, who withſtand: the Corruptions and 


This ſome attribute to Gregory the third,who Plz- 


Leo;Hic flatim 


u5i Pontificatum iniit, Clzri Romani conſenſu Leonem 
Tertium, Impzratcrem Conftantinopol tanum imperio 
ſimul & communicne filelium privat,quod ſacras Imatines 
& ſacris edivus abraſiſ:t,& Statuas demolines eſſ-r,quod- 


Platina in 
ne to he macle 


"0) Cone Ton. 


DCCLXXX: when the Empreſs reze being left a Widow by the, © bes. 


death of Leo the Fourth, with her youngSonConſtantine the Sixth, 
rciolved 


i = : 
! 
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reſolved to call another Synod at C. P. to null the late Council 

held there under Conſtantinus Copronymus,and to determine for the 

worſhip of [mages : but the People and the Sonldiery of the 

City would endure no ſach thing, and they had moſt of their 

own Biſhops ſo far on their ſide as to inſtru and encourage 

them againſt ſuch worſhip. The Citizens were not difficultly 
perſuaded to be conſtant in their old Profeſſion, which Edicts 

and Councils and their own Practice required them not toaban- 

don, but they were led by too violent a Zeal to betake them- 

ſelves to a way not juſtifiable, and together with the Souldiers 

| were immediately in an Uproar upon theſe Proceedings of the 
Empreſs. The Council was forced to adjourn to Vice, no few- 

er than three hundred and fifty Biſhops in number, and there 

they did the buſineſs of the following year : There were none 

(p) Cen, Tom. (p)from the Welt in it but the Pope's two Legates;and ſuch was 
5. el.55, thefreedom uſed in their Debates, that the Biſhops who had 
been againſt Images, abjure in the beginning of the Council , 

and ſo are admitted to take their places in it. This happened 
DCCLXxXVILas the laſt Editours compute it. Adrian theFirſt ſent 

his Legates thither, who brought a Copy of the Acts home with 
them ſigned by Conſtantine and Trene,thoſe thePope procured to be 
q) Anaſtaſ.in turned into Latin (9), and put them into his own Library: They 
arian!, were not ſo confined there, but they ſoon cauſed no ſmall debate 
p. 172, 173- in the Weſtern Church. The Pope ſends them (r) to Charles the 
—_—_ Great, to be examined and approved by him and his Biſhops. 
ras, The Emperour oppoſed them,and either wrote himſelf againſt 
-ap.20, Them, or however ſent a Confutation to Adrian, and cauſed it 
| to be publiſhed by bis Authority ; whether this was written in 
the Council of Franckford, as Bellarmin and Baronins ſuppoſe, or 

after it, or before it, has been doubted. Labbe and Cofſartis 

place it in the ſame year with the Council of Nice, and Adrian 

(/) Ep. ad Ca- (;)ſtiles it only a Capitular, without taking notice that a Coun- 
rolum M. procil had any thing to doin it, which he would ſcarce have omit- 
= X.7..:ted of a Council in which his own Legates were preſent, and 
e Hoteen 7: diſſented from the reſt of the Biſhops, as Baronius and Bellarmin 
imagine, or if they had agreed with them, yet this probably 

had been intimated either by the Emperour or the Pope. But 

that which pnts this Controverſie beyond all diſpute is, that 

(r) Opus Care- the Book it ſelf{t)informs us, that the Synod in Bithynia, againſt 
linum, p. 7. which it is written, was held not quite three years before,where- 
as the Council of Frankford. was held ſeven years after that of 
Nice ; 
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Nice ;, ſothat the Book was writ about-four years before the 

Corincil 'of Frankford. However this be, the Pope ſets him- 

ſelf to anſwer it from point to point, ann ſcorns to ſtick (v) at(v) Pro Syn. 

any thing: whers that Council of Nice fays, that. as the People X#- 1: is 4c- 

of 1{-alwere healed by looking upon the Brazen Serpent,ſo we "04 © = 

beholding the Images of Saints,ſhall be ſaved ; he goes on to de-"" 

fend it at any rate, for the ſatisfattion of Unbelievers, and the dire- 

FHon of the Franks. His beſt Proof is a hearty Exclamation or two, 

© Do we believe that the People of Iſrael 

& were freed from the Keg that was oo noe w_— _ 

<« :inflited upon them, by looking upon ©5147 popu 4 c4laminate injects tioee 

« the bruven Serpent ? and do we Ons ——_— DRC 

* of Salvation, when we look upon and Tatverl ? , 

« worſhip the Images of Chriſt our God, 

« and the Saints? Strange indeed ! this muſt needs raiſe ſtrong Vn4e pro ni- 

paſſions, eſpecially in his Hory Emperour, as he calls Charles the 9 «more, 

Great in his Epiſtle to him prefixt to his Defence of the Conn- {1m neil 

cil : but his Arguments are not ſo powerful, all the Patheticks am gerimus 

he could uſe, wonld not perſuade them to ſpeak one word to the Regulem Ex- 

purpoſe, as any one may diſcern that will but be at the pains to *%{ntion-—- 
ruſe them. One Bafilixs an Archbiſhop had,it ſeems,in a Pro-Jye eifus 

Fſſion of Faith, which-he read in the Council, inſerted after the Regdli dilec- 

Belief in the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, the kiſſing and ado-rione. 

ring of Images and Relicks, adding, that he believed that San- 

Qification was partaken of from theſe, and leaving out in the 

mean time the Articles of Remiſſion of Sins, the Reſurreftion of 

the Dead, and Life Everlaſting : The Pope reſolved to defend 

all(w), and not to ſtand ont in the leaſt at any thing whatſoever, (w)bid.inA#. 

juſtifies Baſdius, that SanQification may be had from Images and 1. <4p+ 4 

Relicks;and afterwards maintains(x)that 2 Man had better viſit co — & 

all the Stews in the City, than refuſe to adore the Image of our ( Mw 

Lord, or of the Bleſſed Virgin. Bnt how ſtout a Champion © * 

ſoever the Pope was for the Council of Nice, the Emperour 

was not in the leaſt ſatisfied, he was for good Senſe, rather than 

Hony words, and therefore calls a Council at Frankford DECXCIV. 

conliſting of three hundred Biſhops, who determined  una- 

nimouſly againſt the Council of Nice, that Bellarmin and Baronixs 

think the Ops Carotinum, which Adrian endeavoured to anſwer, 

was drawn up there. The Pope had his Legates in the Council, 

but they were either brought to a conſent-with the reſt of the 

Fathers, or however could get nothing by their Oppoſition, 
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which perhaps might-be the leſs peremptory and 
and fo the Jeſs egardad, becquſe the Emperour 
preſent. : | 
Conncil have lately been call 


pertinacious, 
unſelf yas 


Thus we ſee that not only the Ads of the ſeventh General 
| in.queſtion,but that the Conn- 
cil it ſelf was at firſt oppoſed by as General a Council held at 
Frankford ſoon after 5 and which is ſtrange, the ſame Pape's Le- 
gates were preſent at both, and the Pope himſelf ſent his Letters 


k 
. 


to both, and if we believe Bijzizs, confirmed both. _ For. he 


PI 
.. would perſuade us that the ſecond Nicene Council was confirmed, 
-not condemned by this. of Frankfard.; though nothing can. be 


(y) Bellarmin 
de cencilio 


lib;2. cap. $+ 
pbbs.. 


+ Erankfoxd had conden 


more plain, than that the ſecand Canon condemns the Worſhip 
of Images in contradiction to a Greek Synod, which had com- 
manded it under pain of Anathema,: and herewith agree all 
the Cy) Ancient Writers, Hipemarus, Amoiww, Rhegino, - Ade, 
Abbas Urſpergenſis, belides, the Books,” which gg undes the name 
of Charles the Great, ; purpoſely written againſt that Council of 
Nice, appear to. have been written in the time of the Emperaur, 
both from the Anſwer ta them by Adriaz, and from Hincmars 
Teſtimony.. Bellarmiz ang, Barozius could not refit ſo ſtrong con- 
viction,, but were both forced to confe(s,. that, the, Council of 
| d this of Nice, they were aſhamed to 
ſay-bluatly, that either theſe Books were corrupted, ar the Ay- 
thors lied, this was too courſe for Bellarminand Baronius, though 


(OVi4. not, ad Copus, Surius and Sanders made no ſcruple of it, and Birims (z) 


Conciliums.. 


(s) Admonizs.. 
Conc, vol, 9, 
697.1054. 


here leaves the-two Cardinals, his uſual Guides, to follow theſe. 
But Belarmin and Baroniis were Men. of. more {light and fingneſs 
than to make uſe of ſo, confident, an Argument, they acknow- 
ledge that the Council of Nice was: condemned at. Frankford ; 
but, ſay they, the Fathers, of Frankford were impoſed upon, 
they knew not that the Pope had confirmed the Conncil of 
Nice, and beſides miſtook. the ſenſe pf /that; Council, . Sirmor- 
dug (a) here falls in with, Bellarmwm and Baronins, well knowing 
that they had pitched upon the only cape tha could with any 
tolerable colour. be aid: in the caſe : for, ke owns, the Books of 
Charles the Great, and the Canons of Frankford, to be now gene- 
rally accounted-genuine beyond all diſpute-among Learned Men. 
And, thus much Adaimborurg, and Natalis, Alex. cannot deny, that 
they. were written by. that Emperour himſelf, or) by his order. 

4+. But: firſk, what did the Legates:do there, .if they could not; 


acquaint the Biſhops, that the Pope had approved the Syagd of 
"Coe > 5 fs . | Nice? * 


the Authority of Geneyal Colncils. _ | 
Nice f 'How-tould they be ignorant'of what the Pope fiad done 
on ſo impottant an- octaſion,ot what that Doarine was, which 
he had confirtned'? They were very extraordinaty Men,and their 
Inſtructions were extraordinary, if they knew no better what 
they came about. Beſides the Author 
ſuppoſes the Pope and Taraſm Patriarch of Conſtdirixople agrei 


t9 


the Opus Carolirium (b (b) Pag. 130. 


upon the point of Iniages. He was (c) not unacquainted with © 748-85- 


the diſtinCtion of the Nicene Council between the Worſhip due 


to Images, and that due to God himſelf, and he (4) frequently (4) P. 257, 
makes uſe of Greek, which ſhews he was no ſuch ſtranger to that 25% 275» 
Tongue , bnt that he might very well inform himſelf, as it?” ©" 


appears he had done, what the Nicene Doctrine was, whether 
this Book was compoſed by Alcuinues, or by Ingilramnws, or by 
whomſoever elſe is not much material to my preſent purpoſe, 


but if it were writ in the Council of Frankford, as Bellarmin 


and Barone think,or before it,(e)as appears from the Book it ſelf, (e) P. 7. 


or though it were writ afterwards, yet can it be ſuppoſed that 
all the Biſhops at Fravkford with the Emperour, whoſe name 
this Work bears, ſhould be fo great ſtrangers to the Dorine of 
Nice ſo fully fer forth and confuted in this Book ? Bellarmin 
indeed fays, the'Bodk gives a wrong. account of the Dodtrine 3 
but "tis plain, he givesa wrong account of the Book : for it does 
as( Nacearately diſlin | 

himfelf, and then proves that neither of them may be given to 
Images. That the Council' of Frankford could be ignorant of 
the ine eſtabliſhed at Nice cari'ſcerti probable to no Man, 
who conſiders, that” the Pope had cauſed the Canons of Nice 
to be tranſlated into” Latin, that his Legates were preſent at 
Frankford, and that they refuſed to conſent to' the Decree of 
that Council; as'Bellarmin and Baronivs affirm, Fo imply that 
the" Biſhops at Frankford did not uiiderſtand Greek, might paſs 
well enough from $S:rmo7duz, but might have been nd ge 
Men of nogreater accuracy in'that Tongue than the two Cardi- 
nals : if not one among them all were skilled in the Greek, yet why 
could they not read the Tranſlation ? Why could they not con- 
ſalt the Legates'?? The Cardinals perhaps might be ſenſible 
enough how Hhable Ment are to Miſtakes for want: of a little 
Greek, and Avaſt«ſins(a)ſays, the Tranſlation was very perplext, 


pt 
and hardly mtelligible, but I can never be perſuaded that the 
Legates would ſtand by and deny their conſent, and yet not en- 
deavour to undeceive the Council, and at 1 


D 2 ſend 


guiſh betwixt Latria and Doulia,as Bellarmin (f) P. 3% 


4) Pref. in 


eptim, Syncd. 
) Concil. Toms 7+ 
adviſe them to Col. 29. 


- 
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An Hiſtorical Examination %p.. 


{nd to Rome, for Inſtruſtors. Pope Adrian wrete himſelf in 
defence of the Synod of Nice, which he had confirmed, and 
ſo muſt be allowed to underſtand it, and Greek could then” be 
no very ſtrange Language at Rome,nor conſequently at Frankford 
neither among three hundredBiſhops gathered together from all 
partsof the Weſt, when the Pope had fo lately renounced his 
Allegiance to the Greek Emperour, and yet ſtill a correſpon- 
dence was held between Rome and C. P. by Adrian with Corftan- 
tine.and Irene, and Taraſis (b), as appears by their Letters. 
5. But "tis in vain to argue from probabilities, if the Canon 
it ſelf, as is pretended, be groun- 


Allatz eſt in medium qu:ſtio de nova Gracoram ded upon a miſtake. © The Queſti- 


Syodo, quam de adorandis Imaginibus Conſtanti- 

no in qua ſcriptum habebatur, ut qui 
imaginibus ſanftorum ita us Deifiee Trinitati ſervi- 
rium, aut adorationem non impenderet, anathema ju- 


nopoli 


© on about the new Synod of the 
&« Greeks which was held at C.P.a- 
* bout Worſhipping of Images, 


dicaretur 3 qui ſupra ſanBifimi Parres noſtri omni- was then ſtarted;zin which it was 


modis orationem aut ſervitutem ejs impendere renuen- 
tes,contempſerunt atque conſentientes condemnaverunt, 


<* ſaid to be written that whoſoe- 
<© yer did not pay that Service or 
& Adoration to the Images of the Saints, which he did to the 
<« B.Trinity ſhould be anathematized:whereupon our moſt Holy 
« Fathers by all means refuſing to offer any manner of prayer or 
<« ſervice to them,deſpiſed and unanimouſly condemned it. Here 
is firſt C. P. miſtaken for Vice, and then it is ſaid that the ſame - 
Worſhip is under Anathema commanded to be given to Images, 


(e\N01.in Con- Which is given to the bleſſed Trinity. Sirmondus (c) is ſo in- 


il. Franco» 
ford. Conc. 
vol. 7. col. 


. the Greek Em 


genuous as to propoſe a. way of reconciling the firſt miſtake 
of C. P. for Nice by ſuppoling that the Synod is faid to have 
been at C. P. not that it was held in that City, but becauſe it 
was in the Conſtantinopolitgn Empire, and at the command of 
our Conſtantine and his Mother Irene. This, 
I muſt confeſs, ſeems to me ſtrained; but it were yet-a grea- 
ter force upon the imagination: to be told, that Charles the 
Great with three hundred Biſhops met together to condemn the 
Worſhip of Images, decreed in a General Council' about 
ſeven years before, ſhould yet not be certified where this De- 
cree was made, nor be able to diſtinguiſh Nice from C. P. and 
that the ſame Pope ſhould ſend his Legates to both Synods, 


_ and yet 'give them no better inſtrutions than to ſuffer them 


to be ignorant in ſo late a matter of Fact, which. muſt be 
known all over Exrope. For when the Worſhip of Images 
which had undergone ſo much debate, and had been the 


cauſe 
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cauſe of ſo great Troubles, and occaſioned the calling divers 
Councils, but had never the good luck to ſucceed, was at laſt 
in a General Council enjoyned under Anathema : and whea 
the Popes Legates at their coming from the Council brought a 
Copy of it ſubſcribed by Conſtantine and Irene, which the ſame 
Pope that now ſent his Legates to Frankford, commanded to be 
tranſlated into Lat, and placed m his Library: when the Pope 
himſelf had anſwered the objeftions propos'd by the Emperour 
againſt this very Council of Nice, who can conceive that the 


whole Tranſaction ſhould not be noiſed abroad and talxed of in 


all places, and among all perſons, and in all its circumſtances 
ſo exactly known, that it would have been impoſſible to have 
picked out three hundred Men of any tolerable rank and con- 
verſation, who could be ignorant, that the General Council of 
Nice had at length decided the vexatious controverſie abour 
Images ? If its judgment had been acquieſced in as infallible, 
or but of ſufficient Authority to enforce any ſubmiſſion upon 
the conſcience, it certainly had been taken more notice of, than 
to be unknown tqany man of ordinary obſervation in its leſs ma- 
terial circumſtances of time, and place, and number of Biſhops ; 
the Doctrine however had been taught and practiſed every 
where among all forts of People, or, if it had been rejected 
by ſome, yet theſe would have found themſelves obliged to 
give an account, why they rejected it, and ſo to enquire thorow- 
ly into it : but to ſuppoſe ſo many Weſtern Biſhops, with the 
Pope's Legates among the reſt, and the Emperour himſelf in 
the midſt of them, ſo grolly and even ſtupidly ignorant, as to 
know neither the Dod&rine it ſelf, nor the place where the Sy- 
nod was held but ſeven years before, is to calt too great a ble- 
miſh upon the Weſtern Church, and would beapt to make men 
ſuſpe&t, that the Weſtern Clergy at that time could make no 
pretence to the leaſt ſhare of infallibility either in a Council or 
ont of it. The Emperour's Book mentions the Greek Council 
as held in Bithynia, and it were extreme weakneſs to imagine, 
that Charles the Great, after he had been at the pains to write a 
Book upon the ſubje&, or had ordered one to be written,had not 
intelligence good enongh to ſet the Synod right in the circum- 
ſtance of place at leaſt, if any will be ſo free with him, as to ſay 
he was raſh enough to oppoſe he knew not what. 
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6. But to free that wiſe and great Emperour, and the whote 
'eftern Church from fo ſtupid as abſurdity : it cait be no won- 
der, that the Decree concerning Image-worſhip ſhould be re- 
lated in the Council of Frankford as made at- C. P.' to him, 
who remembers that the firſt meeting of the Nicene Fathers was 
at C. P. and that there firſt they began to Anathematize thoſe, 
who were againſt the worſhip.of Images, bat finding C. P. tos 
hot for them were forced to remove to. Nice. And this may 
give a farther account, why the DoErine condemned in the 
Canon of Frankford doth not ſo exaQAly agree with the definition 
made at Nice, where it is probable they might think fit to be 
more moderate and cautious in their expreflions, after they had 
expcrience how ill the Dodrine of Image-worſhip was thought 
of att C. P.,and with how great difficulty it was like upon any 
terms to be received. The Council of Frankford might be con- 


tent. to uſe the like moderation and not dire&ly to oppoſe that 


Conncitin the face of his Legates, which had after a fort beer! 
defended by the Pope himſelf, . ſince it was ſufficient in the end 
of the: Canon: to:add: fuch a clauſe as exchides- alt worſhip of 
Images. whatſoever”: Qui ſupra ſanthiſſimi Patres noſtri oninimodis 
orationem aur fervitutem eis impendere renuentes comempſerunt atqus 
conſentientes condemwarunt : They might not be unwilling to 
ſpare the nameof a. Council that had/gone before them-in- con« 
demning the Herefie of Felix, and! Elipandis, and after the diſ- 
pute between the 'Emperouv and the Pope, the Emperour Tight 
perhaps think: fit to. try this expedient: for an: Accommodatiort 
af a: thing that had been of fo ill eonſeqnence;” and? ſo: might 
give order to-omit the: mention of Nice, and: not to engage the 
Pope's Legates at Frankford. to condemn the fiime Popes Legates 
at Nice, but nevertheleſs to have the thing it ſelf condernned as 
effequally, as if all: the: Fathers of Nise had- been particularly 
named; Bar - it” is obſerved that Charles: the Great and his 
Son: Lews after him "had a particular care' to give the Popes 
good words, and to keep fair with them, when they moſt 


_ withſtood: their deſigns ; and thus Lewis carried it in: this very 


caſe of Images, when the-worſhip of them was condemned' in the 
Council of Paris. This is theaccount, which-to- me feems-moſt 
probable, but however that the Nicene Council was' condem- 
ned, not onely at Frankford, but generally in the Weft, and 
ſhortly after in the Eaſt too, is as clear as the light, AMaimbourg 


. and. Natalis Alex, are ſo hard put to it, after all their endea- 


vours 
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vours to palliate and reconcile theſe two Councils, that they 
are-forced to pretend that Charles the Great was enraged at Con- 
ſtantine the Greek Emperour, becauſe he refuſed to marry. his 
Siſter, and . ſo in revenge called this Council at Frankford in 
oppoſition to Conſtantine's Council at Nice, and the Images and 
Image-woribip ers, it ſeems, ſuffered all the hard names and bad 
uſage at Frankford, becauſe Conſtantine loved Images better than 
the Lady. An honourable revenge, for Charles the Great to 
vent his ſpleca upon the poor Images, which, 1 ſuppoſe, were 
all againſt the. Match. But the captious and frivolous cavils of 


thoſe two Writers, are particularly and fully anſwered by Span- (a) Ripe. Imag, - 


hemius (a), and are not much material to be here conſidered. S*#. 6. & 7. 
7. "Tis certain the Council of Nice had been before con- 

demaned in Britain (b), and Acuinus had written againlt it, and (5) Mabillon 

in the name of the Princes and Biſhops had ſent a Cenſure 2; 44 A#z 

of it. to the Emperour, together with the Acts of the Council, 2"... 

which the Emperour had before ſent into Brizajn, and this pro- ſe8.4. p.15. 


bably was the firſt Dranght of the Ops Carolinum, which Adrian (c)rom.Concil: 


replied to. A Synod at Pars owned by Sirmonds (c) and Ma- 7+ Vabillon- 
billon, notwithſtanding Bellarmin's pretended Confutation, con- #4 * 
demned Image-worſhip and the Second Council of Nice, with * 

the two Epiſtles of Adrian, one to Charles the Great, in de- - 

fence of 'it, and. another to Conſtantine and Trene to perſuade , 


them to call it; Adrian wrote his Defence for the dire&tjon of (On e766 


the Franks, and Anaſtaſins (d) informs us, that the French were (e) Bellarmin 


not reconciled to this Council, nor to the Worſhip of Images Scripr. Eecl, 
in his. time; and not only Aabilor but Bellarmin (ec) himſelfin Jonas Au- 
confeſles, that Jonas Aurehanenſis, Agobardus, and generally the *)ianenl. 


Mabillon ib, - 


Freuch Writers of that age were againſt the Worſhip of Images, ,. , 6. 
and condemned the Council of Nice, which likewiſe had been 
done in the beginning of the Century in DCCCXIy- ina Council 
at C.P. called by Leo Armenins: yet the Embaſſadours from the = 
Greek Emperours to Lewis le Debonnaire in DECTEMY. complain + 
of the horrible abuſes that were then got intothat Church, that 
the Greeks had thrown down Croſles in their - Churches, and” 
ſet up Images in their room, that they hghted Candles before 
them, and offered Incenſe to them , that they adored them 
with ſinging Hymas to them, and asking help of them, and 
by a moſt-ridiculous Superſtition made them Godmothers to 
their Childrea, and that ſome: Prieſts ' had dared to. do what 
cannot be mentioned. without horrour,they ſcraped off the owe 
om 


SanForum Be- 
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from Images and mingled it with the Wine at the Sacrament, 

and had been guilty of other ſuch like abuſes : others put the 
Sacramental Bread into the hands of Images, and from them 

received the Communion, and others forſook the Churches, 

and in private Houſes made uſe of Tables ſet before Images to 

(a) Mabillon canſecrate the Sacrament upon. It was on this (a) occaſion, that 
ib.p. 15-24. Lewis le Debonnaire called the Council above-mentioned at Paris, 
wherein a Book was compiled to ſhew, that Images are not 

at all to be worihipped,which he ſent to the Pope, but with order 

to mitigate ſome Paſſages, and to manage the Controverſie ſo 
dextroully, as to give leaſt offence to his Holineſs. Theſe 
proceedings had ſuch ſucceſs, that Nicholas the Firſt in his Coun- 

cil held at Rome, and in the 'relation he gives of it to Afchael 

the Emperour, and Adrian the Second in his Epiſtle to Carols 

Calvws mention but fix General Councils, the ſeventh not be- 

ing, then received into the number, not becauſe it was not yet 

(b) vid. Cane, turned into good Latin, as the (b) Annotator would perſuade us, 
vol.8, p-287. but becauſe it was not thought to contain ſourd Dofrine : for 
774 ſince it was confirmed by the Pope, what prejudice could that 
be to the reception, though it had been in a Tongue as un- 

known to- the Prieſts, as that which their Prayers are in, is 

to the People ? When Ao Archbiſhop of Yiewne \in the Pro- 

'feſſjon of Faith, which upon his promorion to that See, he ſent 

to Nicholaz the Firſt, declared that he approved the four General 

Councils, making no mention of the reſt, Nicholas notwithſtan- 

ding ſends him the Pall, but withal writes to know what - he 

thought of. the Fifth and ſixth Councils, not requiring him to 

(c) Mabillon ay (c) any thing of the ſeventh. And indeed all the Patriarchs 
+ bv ,,of the Ea#, except the Patriarch of C. P. uſed to make mention, 
=_— 0." in their Synodical Epiſtles, but of ſix General Councils, as the 
DCCCLA Encyclica of Photius ſhews, and as Baronius (4), who firſt pub- 
p-247- , liſhed it, does not gainſay. Which-made the Author of the 
(e) Mabillon (2) Annales Berliniani obſerve,that the Eighth Synod had defined 
Neo, ;, concerning Images, contrary to what the Orthodox had defined 
Eyift. cong, before. For the Controverſie about Images was again under 
wol. v. debate at C.P. when Nicholas the Firſt(f )ſent his Legate thither, 
and their chief buſineſs was to decide it, for they were to 

a&t nothing in the cauſe of Phorizs, but only to. enquire how 

things had been managed. Afterwards under Adrian the Second, 
DECCLXX. while the eighth General Council was ſitting, there 
appears to have been another Synod oppoſing the Worſhip of 

| Images, 
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dinal Julian, with whom Marcus Epheſins had the Diſpute, could 
find nothing to reply, for which he is very mach blamed by 
another Cardinal, who never was at ſuch a loſs, but be always had 
ſomething to ſay ; 1 mean Baronivs. "Tis plain the Biſhop of Rhodes, 
who in the next Seſſion undertook to anſwer Aercxs Epheſens, 
knew very little of the matter ; for he pretends to ſpeak onely 
Aw 311 $70 UPON Probabilities 3 © I fay that this does not by any means 
mz»//mea © ſeem probable. He objects, that the Pope nor his Legates 
exiery vx did not preſide in Photizs's Council , as if the Greeks had 
$0.02), ever thought that neceſſary; he makes no exceptions againſt 
any particulars in the Acts of the Synod, as not authentick, 
but would prove in general, that there never was ſuch a Sy- 
nod, becauſe the Pope nor his Legates did not preſide in it ; 
<« for if they had, { argues he) there would 
© have been without all queſtion ſome re- 
© membrance of that Synod in the Latir 
© Church : whereas the Epiſtles and Commo- 
nitorium of John the Eighth ſhew that there was ſuch a Synod, 
and that his Legates did preſide in it ; and Barons proves, that 
his Legates for their compliance were excommunicated at their 

return to Rome. 
3. Nor is it a pretence of the Greeks only, that this, ſtyled the 
fourthCouncil of C.P:wherein Phorixs was condemned, is vacated: 
(7) Pare. 4, Þut the Epiſtles of Pope Job» the Eighth to this very purpoſe are 
cap. 76, 77. Cited by Ivo —_— (1) - his o_—_ of —_— = __ 
hl the Conft antmopolitanSynod which was made 
OO Foe <« againſt Phorzxs is not to be received. obs the 
non eſſe recipiendam. Joannes viii. *Eighth to Photinus the Patriarch ; We have 
— bog on o_ < vacated and entirely aboliſhed the Conftan- 
IE eG ' inopoltas Synod which was made againſt 
was, © onnino delevimus , wm © Photins, as well for othe? reaſons ,as becauſe 
propter alia, tumquoniam Adrianus © Pope Aarian did not fubſcribe in it. Of 
Papa non ſubſcript in ea, De eodem ©« the ſame thing, John to his Legates, Ye 


_ ropy nes ang — © ſhall ay, that we vacate and daſh out of 


tium ſub Adriano Pape Romz vez *©* the number of the holy Synods, thoſe 
Confiantinopoli ſunt fete, cafe © Synods which were held againſt Phorius 
mus, & de numero Janftarum Synodo- ©& ay Rome under Pope Adrian, or at Conſtan- 
rum dckemss, © £5opte. The ſame Author, in his Pro- 
logne or Preface, quotes another of Pope John's Epiſtles at 
large written to the Eaſtern Emperours, wherein he tells them 
that they had been too haſty in reſtoring Photius without his 
| RG. knowledge : 


-_ £ » 
HP Ty van, ou oyuuliies oy 
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knowledge : bat for all that, he was well enough contented, and 
brings ſeveral arguments to ſhew that Phorius might be reſtored, 
notwithſtanding any ſentence which had paſſed upon him. He. 
there compares Phorix,*s caſe not with that of the Doxariſts, but 
of St. Athanaſins, St. Cyril and Polychronius ; of St. Chryſoftom and 
Flavianus ;, and then concludes, that if the Donatifs, who had 
been caſt out- of the Church by a General 


Council, had yet been received into Com- 
munion by another Council, much more 
ought men of an orchodox Faith and an wnbla- 


Nullus excuſes pro Synodss contre 
eum peratys, nullus ſanttorum Pre- 
decefſorum meorum Nicolai © Adri- 
ani ſevtentias contra eum cauſetur ; 


mable life not to he contemned, but reſtored pe iſ enim ſubreptum oft illis, nul- 

to their former dignity ; which muſt ſnppoſe Jus contra exm ſubſcripticnes veſtras 

Photixs to be a man of an orthodox Faith and 0*4fonem Schiſmaris habear: ——_ 

an wnblameable Life ;, or elſe we muſt ſuppoſe COT _ x 

his Argument nothing to the purpoſe. But - 

he eeds to fay, that his Predeceſlours Vicholas and Adrian 

. had been impoſed upon, and that all that had been done againſt 

Photizes was to be accounted as if it had been never done. Nor 

doth this depend upon 1vo's Authority onely, but the ſecond 

Canon of the Council which reftored Phorixs is inſerted by Gra- 

tian as a Canon of the eighth General Council, for which he is 

ſeverely handled by Barons, though others of theRoman(Xt)Com- (t)Rader.apud 

munion have been wavering as to this matter, and have written Binium Coxc, 

uncertainly and confuſedly abont it ; and Innocent the Third 7% 8. £% 

(1) himſelf quotes the ſame ſecond Canon in his Epiſtles. mg I 
4+ Baronixs notwithſtanding, Raderus and Poſſevin, whoſe Argu- oY At. 

ment Binizs has collected in his Notes, and generally the whole 

Roman Church are for — the Anthority of this fourth 

Council of C. P. and this is the laſt of the eight General Coun- 

cils which every Pope is ſworn toat his Conlecration (m). They (,,1 y;4. TT 

argue that the AQs of that Council which reſtored Photizes are rrojeg. fd. 

corrupted, which is a ſure Argument, when there is nothing elſe apud Garner: 

to fay : Well, but they prove it from John's Epiſtles, which are #9» #7 2k 

quite another thing in the Yatican MS. than they are in theſe ***: 

Afs : but how does it appear that theſe Epiſtlesare more authen- 

tick than the As ? why, becauſe theſe have been abuſed by Pho- 

tins; and how does that appear ? becauſe Phorizs was a Villain : 

as he was indeed one of the greateſt Monſters of impiety that e- 

ver lived,if all be true that hisEnemies relate of him.(#)They fay (,;7 6 ans. 

that his Mother, when ſhe went with child of him, dreamt that tius le vi. 

ſhe ſhould bring forth a Serpent, which with his noiſome Ercath Sycdo Phocie 

E 2 ſhould 3% Þ- 92: 
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ſhould infect the whole Eaſt; and many holy men foretold the 

fame thing in plainer language to her, that ſhe ſhonld be delivered 

of one who would be the ruine of the Church : this troubled her 

{ov much that ſhe often endeavaured-to deſtroy her ſelf, rather 

than, that ſuch a Brat ſhould ever be born into the World : but 

her Husband prevented the deſign ; and ſhe. way at laſt perſua- 

ded by devout People about her to ſubmit to the Providence of 

God : ſo ſhe was prevailed with to live, and to her great ſorrow, 

was Mother of a Son who outwent all theſe Prophecies. For 

the Legend muſt not end here : He was an Impoſtour and uſed En- 

chantments, he got 1gnatius removed out of his Patriarchate, and 

himſelf placed in his room ; he bad defiance to Popes ; - and 

when they excommunicated him, to be even with them, he 

excommunicated them again ; when they depoſed him, he depo- 

ſed them,and never was behind-hand with them in any kind offi- 

ces, and this is thought to have been his greateſt crime: though 

(-)3in.Xor.ad betides, (#) he held that a man has two ſouls, while his enemies 

Conc, LV. C.P. ated as if they thought men to have none. The Popes, it ſeems, had 

goo every one a touch at him in their turn, for he was condemned 

Col 1498,95c, by nine Popes, and was under Excommunication XLyv. years (0), 

(0) Conc, Tom. which is ſomewhat longer, I think,than F. Widrington or F. Walſh. 

8.col. 1423. Al] this to be ſure made him an abominable Schiſmatick (p), a 

(Pp) —_ Col. Fornicator, a Parricide, a notorious Liar, another Maximus 

(4) 1hid. col, (4) Cyricus, another Dioſcorns, another Judas ; Antichriſt(r). To 
1099, ſpeak all ina word, he was a very Devil. _ 

(r) Anaftal. &, After this heavy charge, what wickedneſs can be imagined 

Praf. OP that will not be believed of Phorizs ? *Tis none of my buſineſs at 

p ſWid cor 5, preſent to make his Defence, which would be now the more 

& 0. 1101, difficult to be done, becauſe all (/) the Acts and Writings for his 

1130, 1354+ Juſtification were ſought out and burnt in this fourth Conncil 

of C. P. *Tis ſufficient for me to obſerve that Pope Nicholas at 

firſt interpoſed as an Indifferent Arbitrator between him and 1g- 

natius, Which ſure he would never have done, .if Photius had been 

guilty of ſo notorious Crimes: he was mainly concerned that 

himfclf had not been conſulted ; as for any thing elſe, "tis not 

calie to obſerve which ſide he moſt inclined to. He writes to 

Photins, and tells him, he is glad to underſtand, that he is ortho- 

dox, but is ſorry he ſhould from a Laick immediately become 

a Biſhop without paſling through the inferiour Orders, and this 

is the onely cxception againſt him. His Legates ſo far approve 

Photizs's Cauſe, that they communicate with him, as wa 

emn 
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demn Ignatius ;, for which indeed they were excommunicated 
when they came home, becauſe the Pope ſaid they had gone 
beyon1 their Commiſſion, whether this were only a Pretence, 
or that they had really exceeded their Orders : In his Epiſtles 
to the Emperour as well as to Photizs, the Pope finds no other 
fault, but that of a Laick, why he ought not to have been made 
Patriarch, though there had been ſo late an Example of this 
in Taraſins, beſides Saint Ambroſe and Nettarins. So that the 
plain truth is, Pope Nicholas would have the whole matter reſer- 
ved to his own deciſion, and he ſhould be the Patriarch whom 
Nicholas would appoint. - To ſay that Phorixs (t) uſurped upon (*) Pref. ad 
Jenatins is but a Cavil, for Ignatius had ſerved John ſo before, as" 3 #a#. 


Anaſtaſius confeſſes, and Nicholae (v) does not deny it, only he(v)Nich.Ep.s 


again urges that himſelf ought to judge between them. In his Co. 7om.s. 


Epiſt. to Bardas ® he complements. him highly, telling him, he * #p. 12. ib. 


was exceedingly troubled, that a Man of his extraordinary cha- 
racer for vertue and piety,ſhould be concerned for Photizs,which 
ſufficiently overthrows the ſlander that the Depoſition of 1p- 
natius was procured, becauſe he would not approve the Inceſt of 
Bardas, but excomunicated him for it Pope Nicholas is not 
conſiſtent with himſelf in the accotnt he gives of the behaviour 
of his Legates in this Aﬀair : ſometimes he writes that they in- 


formed him (x) that they were under reſtraint,and were told of (x) xp. 6, ib, 


very hard uſage deſigned them, but this was only Rumour : 
In another Epiſtle he writes that they had been bribed to com- 
municate with Photiz, and to depoſe Ignatius,but that they both 
denied they had done any ſuch thing, till at laſt Zacharias 
confeſſed that he had communicated with Photivs, and had de- 
poſed Ignatius ;, but not a Syllable of any Bribe mentioned : 
Rhodoaldus(y )the other Legate ſtood out ſtill, and would not con- cy ) Foip. 7. 


feſs, nor would by any means be perſuaded to abide his Tryal, coi, 2gg. & - 


but fled for it, notwithſtanding all the kind words and promi- 10. Col. 355. 
ſes of fair dealing the Pope could give him : though in the thir- 


teenth Epiſtle they are ſaid both to confeſs the Fat(z)and after- (3)Cdl. $81. . 


wards Rhodoaldus flies $0 little 1s there to be relied upon in the 
Invectives againſt Phorz;es. This is certain,not(a)a Biſhop was ſuf- 
fered to lit in the Council called to depoſe him, till he had firſt 
ſubſcribed a Writing ſent thither from the Pope, wherein they 
denounced Anathema -to Photizs, androndemned his Councils, 
and owned thoſe ag1inſt him : then it can be no wonder if they 


libel him in the moſt bitter manner, calling him by all the ill 
name 


(a)d4T.1,2,3- 


(b) AT. 7. in 


fin, 


(c)Nicetas in 
vits lgnat. 
4p. Labhe 
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& up as Heads of their excellent Aſ- 


« ſembly. 


( 4 ) Philippi Cyprii Chron. Eccleſ. 
Graec, cum Com, Henr, Hilarii. p. 137» 
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mame?s they could think of,and treat him in ſuch Terms as canld 
not become them to uſe, whatever he might deferve; that 
nothing might be wanting to the keenneſs of their malice, they 
made Jambicks upon him, which Azaſtaſius has taken care to 
tranſlate, but the Greeks were aſhamed of them, for their Copy 
tells us they were ill Verſes, and fo it has omitted them ; but 
Anaſtaſins (b) had no ſuch nice Stomach, he knew no diſtin&ti- 
on of good or bad, ſo they were but againſt Photius, At 
the end of the ninth Action, the Greeks, it ſeems, were not 
fo witty in their malice, but Araſtaſizs has ſupplied that 
defe&t, and added ſome Rhimes of his own. TI mention this the 
rather for the honour and antiquity of this way of confutation, becauſe 
a late Author has turned all the Papiſts Arguments, and all their Rai- 
lery too into Rhime. In Concluſion, (c) the Fathers ſubſcribe his 
Depoſition, not with kt, but with Wine conſecrated in the Sa- 
crament, which 1s a ſurer ſign of the hatred they bare to Photius thars 
of their belief of Tranſubſtantiation ; for what malice could tranſport 
men to ſo extravagant Impiety, as to prophane our Lord's own 
blood to fuch a uſe ? What the Proceedings of this Council were, 
may be ſufficiently underſtood from this which hath been but in- 
timated out of it,and I need not refer to the account Photixe gives, 
but to the Acts themſelves, to obſerve 
their heat and fury againſt him. He 
complains of great terrour and violence 
uſed in the Synod, and that certain Em- 
baſſadours from the Saracens were received 
there, and took their places, as Parriarchs 
of the Eaſt. And there is ſtill extant an 
(4) Epiſtle of Ehas Patriarch of Jeruſalem, 
which confirms the Truth of what Phorizes 
ſays in this matter. He makes frequent 
Comphaints inhis Epiſtles of the hardſhips, 
and miſferies and torments which himſelf 
and his Party endured, and declares how 
uawillingly he entred upon the Patriar- 
chate,and profeſles,that if it had been in 
his own power , hewould ſooner have 
choſen to do any thing, than to venture on ſo high and 
difficult a ſtation,and waghow ready torelign : He ever dreaded 
the thoughts of it, he beſought with tears that he might be ex- 
cuſed, and that the Cxp (as he expreſleth it) might. paſs from 
him ; * 
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him ; O (ſays he) rhat Death had ſnatched me from the Conſtraint 
which-was uſed in my Promotion ! And he makes theſe complaints 
not toany friend at a diſtance from Conrt, or who could be a 
ſtranger to his Atairs, but to Bardas, the Man who is faid to 
have conſpired with him to get Ignatizs depoſed ; if that 'were 
true,what need could he have to make ſuch preſſing ſolicitations 
to one fo deeply engaged in his Intereſt ? and how ridiculous 

would ſuch Proteſtations be ? could he be ſo forſaken of all mo- 

deſty and common ſenſe, as to tell the very Man(e)who contri-(c) Ep.3. 56: 
ved the whole baſineſs with him, how great a force and relu- 

Qancy he had upon himſelf in conſenting to be made Patriarch ? || Ep. 8 
But it appears that Bardas || was one of his greateſt Enemies. 

Theophazes ( f ) his Deacon and Prothonotary was put to the (f) Ep. 33. 
Torture, that by any means he might be compelled to accuſe 

Photius , which he afterwards lamented , and beſought his 

pardon. Photize (g) gives a large deſcription of his miſeries(g) Ep. 174+ 
in an Epiſtle which he wrote to the Biſhops while he was in _ 
Baniſhment. And all this he ſuffered for his Loyalty (b) to Cm_ 
his Prince ; for he was depoſed, becauſe he refuſed to receive ;, uma. 
Baſilius to Communion after- he had narthered Michael the chronograph. 
Emperour. Whoever conſiders his unfhaken Loyalty, and reads 

his Writings, will not eafily believe that he could be ſo notori- 

ous a Villain as he is-repreſented ; but if ſo mnch wickedneſs 

could meet in one Man, in one Biſhop, yet how improbable is 

it that the whole Greek Church ſhould reſpe& and reverence 

this Biſhop as a Saint ? or that Pope John the Eighth, after his 

cauſe had been ſo narrowly examined, and his Enemies had faid 

and done their vtmoſt, ſhould yet thick him a Man of an ortho- 

dox Faith and an unblamable Life ; and compare him to St. Atha- 

waſins, St. Cyril and St. Chry/oſtom ? Bnt he had diſcovered that 

his Pr ors had been impoſed upon, or that ſomething more 

&vyere muſt be ſaid of them : and fo are all thoſe impoſed upon, 

or would impoſe npon others, who give us ſo monſtrous a Cha- 

raQer- of ſo excellerit a Man. He ts charged with having cor- 

rupted the Ads of the Councils which reſtored him, and parti- 

cularly thoſe paſſages which import that this fourth Council of 

C. P. was cancelled by that. Bur is it a ſure proof of Corrupti- 

on and Forgery if Copies differ, as the Greek and Latin Copies 

often do ? The next Queſtion will be, where the Forgery 

lies,and who is to be taxed with it. To go no farther, the Ver- 

fon af Avaftaſins and the Greek Original of this fourth one 
of. 
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of C. P. differ very much : for beſides other Variations,there are 

twenty ſeven Canons in the Lariz, and but fourteen in the Greek, 
yet both of them muſt paſs for authentick- enough, though the - 
ſeventeenth of the additional Canons will give the French ſome 

pains to reconcile it. to the practice of their Church. For it ap- 

points that all Metropolitans ſhall meet in Council at the ſum- 

mons of their Patriarch, notwithſtanding any prohibition from 

- the ſecular Magiſtrate, and that Princes ſhould not be preſent in 

any but General Councils ;. this latter conſtitution is indeed in 

j| Can, 12. the Greek || likewiſe, but both are contrary to the Practice 
of the French Church : For their Princes are wont to be. 

preſent in their.National and Provincial Synods, and their Bi- 

ſhops, if they be detained by command from the King, think 

that a ſufficient excuſe for abſenting themſelves from any Synod 

their Patriarch ſhall call them to. Two eminent Prelates of that 

Church, de Marca and Boſquet, have endeavoured to explain 

this Canon ſo as to juſtifie their own Doctrine and Practice : but 

Chriſtianus Lupus was ſo little ſatisfied with the attempt, that he 

exclaims againſt it, as becoming rather *Euſeb;us of Nicomedia 

or Acacius of Ceſarea, than Biſhops of the Gallican Church, 

and whereas they alledge the Authority of Hincmar of Rhejmes ; 

he plainly ſays,that they might as well have alledged Luther's te- 

| Sec.g, & 10+ ſtimony againſt the Council of Trert.|| Natalis Alex. interpoſes to 
Po 1940 mediate the buſineſs, and would willingly make up the Debate 
with what ſucceſs may be beſt eſtimated from the Cenſure paſt 

upon his book at Rome. But {till theſe Canons muſt be all 
acknowledged authentick, though they are not in the Greek; 

but if the Greek differ from the. Latin in any thing material 

that goes in the leaſt againſt the Church of Rome,loud Out- 

cries are preſently made of Falſhood and Forgery. For the Charge 

here ſeems to lye not againſt Phorizs alone, but againſt all the 

Greeks in general, even from the ſecond to the eighth General 

(i) Pref. in Council. So Anaſtaſius (5) complains, that they had falſified the 
ps ſecond, the third, the fourth, the ſixth, the ſeventh General 
"0% 97% Councils, and he ſuſpects that they might uſe the ſame fraud 
(4) Anaftaſ, as to the eighth. Nay they did fo : The fly Greeks (&) ſtole 
nor.adAZion.1 away the Subſcriptions which they had made in the beginning 
cal. 98g, of this Council, and though they, reſtored them after they were 
diſcovered , yet at the end of the Council they had ſhewn 

them ſuch another trick, if Anaſtaſins had not been too cun- 
ning for them. They had already taken out ſome —_— 

| | 10Ns 
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6ns which Adrian the Second foiſted into 


. « "poi Onme, quod ad Iaulem Serenifimi 
an Epiſtle of his Predeceflor; and fo _ = - « [anBifinus _—_— 


had robbed the Weſtern Emperor of a drianus in Epifole ſui deceſſoris 
fine things which the preſent Pope tad made Arieng Epſe na nat — 
his Predeceſlor ſay of him, but Anaſtaſius, who rat, &5e, *Guliclmus quidem alter Bi- 
with another as cunning as himſelf, by great — = Anaftaſli in 
Providence as "twas thought, was there, Grad 14-ib 
out the wrong done the Emperor, and great Clamonrs were 
raiſed about it, nor would the Legates ar laſt ſubſcribe other- 
wiſe than conditionally, © As far as it was the pleaſure of that (1) vue 24 
« worthy Prelate : which may convince us what a noiſe has ®9urratem e- 
uſed to be made of Forgery againſt the Greeks of whatever jen — 
Party ; for Baſilizs and —_— we fee, are not exempted 3 ga; — 
the whole Greek Church of all Ages is accuſed of theſe fraudu- ze. in Adrian, 
lent Praiſes, which aſſures us that there have been ſuch Prac- /l. p. 335» 
tices on one ſide, and which ſide the fraud lyes may eaſily be de- 
termined, if we conſider that the paſſages pretended to have been 
forged, were received by all other Churches, and are not now 
denied to be genuine by the moſt learned Men in the Church of 
Rome, as has been ſhewn. 'Tis no new thing to hear of Com- 
plaints of Forgery, when any thing goes againſt the Church of 
Rome, and Photie: is not the firſt Man that has been blackned to 
make the Charge find a more eaſe belief. 

6. Well! But Photizs had before been guilty of making alte- 
rations in an Epilt.of Pope Nicholas (mm),as that Pope complains. jy) Epiſe,6,fs 
Very likely ! 'and that he might be ſure not to be diſcovered, to. 
it was ſent (=) back again falſified to the Pope with the ARﬀts of (=) Ibid. 
Photixs's Council. This is ſuch an odd kind of Cheat, that it 
lays a thing to his charge, which his worſt enemies never durſt 
brand him with, and 1s fo great an Inſtance of Folly, that it 
ruines all the reſt of the Character they have been pleaſed to 
beſtow upon him : for it is acknowledged on all hands, that 
he was peculiarly eminent for his Learning, and for that which 
his Enemies call /ubtilty, and his Friends wiſdom. That John the 
Eighth did conſent that Photi ſhould be Patriarch, is not denied, 
nor that he ſent his Legates with Inſtructions for that purpoſe, 
as both his Epiſtles and his Commonitorium certifie. So far no For- 
gery is pretended : but they ſay, John never conſented to the 
abrogating of the fourth Council of C. P. and that if the Le- 
gates conſented to any ſuch thing,they went beyond their Com- 
million, but they rather incline to think, that though the Le- 

F gates 


(0)Bin.Not. in 
vit. Joh. Otta- 
vi, © Andr. 
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gates were guilty of too much connivance, and ſo betrayed the 
Truſt repoſed in them, yet the Acts of the Council that reſto- 
red Photius are falſified, as the Epiſtles' of John the Eighth are 
in all thoſe paſſages which ſpeak any thing in derogation to this 
fourth Council of C. P. 

7. But, Firſt, It is certain that the reſtoring of Photius, and 
the owning him not only for a Patriarch, but even for a Biſhop 
only,is ſo far a derogation to this Council, which Car.4. decrees 
that Photiz 1s no Biſhopznor ever was one, & pronounceth all his 
Epiſcopal Acts void : ſo that the Council which afterwards by 
the conſent and approbation of John the Eighth, acknowledges 
Photins for a Biſhop and a Patriarch too, does moſt certainly 
declare this whole Canon null, and bids fair towards the juſti- 
fying all that 1s pretended to be forged in John's Epiſtles. I can- 
not think the Alterations in theſe Epiſt. by whomſocever they 
were made, are ſoancient as Phorins's time, perhaps they may be 
much later than vo Carnutenſes ; but if they be of ſo ancient date, 
and if it be true, that this Pope afterwards recalled his approba- 
tion, and renounced communion with Photizs, and anathematiſed 
him and his own Legatcs for no other reaſon, but” becauſe he 
was laugh'dat for a Tame-man (0), and in mockery called a Wo- 
man Pope, Pope Joan inſtead of Pope John ; which weare told 
gave riſe to that celebrated ſtory of Pope Joan, which was 
ſo - firmly and ſo generally. believed for ſo long a time 3; 
if he was fo weak and unconſtant ſo ſoon to contradict 
his own Epiſtles and his Commonitorium ( which are con- 
felled to have been ſent on purpoſe to reſtore Pho- 
tiv:) for no other reaſon but becauſe he was upbraided 
with caſting ſuch a reflection upon his two Predecetlors N;- 
cholas the Firſt and Adrian the Second, the ſworn Enemies of 
Photius ;, he might then be willing to have his Epiſtles ſo al- 
tered, as to make him moſt conſiſtent with his Predeceſſors and 
with himſelf. But much more would he be inclined to be 
conſenting to ſuch an alteration, if there were other motives 
more forcible : for the Truth is, Photizs was the great Cham- 
pion for the Liberties of the Greek Church, and therefore he 
moſt - be ſure to enjoy no favour from the Church of Rome, 
which began to be as angry with Jgnarins, when he ſhewed him- 


* ſelf in the fame cauſe. For the firſt breach between the Greek 


and Latin Churches was occaſioned by contentions about Jurif- 


_ diftion, though afterwards it ſpread it ſelf farther into other 


cauſes,. 
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cauſes.  Holftenius yould not allow this tg. be the riſe &f the 
Schiſin ; but- Pet. de 'Mgrea{p) defends himſelfagainſt his objecti-(p ) Concord. 
ons, and maintains what he'had. before aſſerted, that no other _y > og 
cauſe could be aſſigned ; Baluzixs adds, that he might have Gob-4. cant 
ſaid farther, th&@the Popes of Rome were in the fault, and could '1uz. obſerv. £5 
never juſtifie their Pretenſions : Which had been no more, ſays Prolegon. p.1 5 
he, than our Anceſtors have faid before, as he there ſhews by 

Pn Inſtances. We ſee that Pope Johr”s Epiltles are as ful- 

y for abrogating this Council in Pap Carnutenſes as Photizes could 

make them,though he had endeavoured it never ſo much : and 

for my part, I cannot belieye that Photius was ſo much concer- 

ned for the Pope's ApprobKion,as that he would be at the pains ()Anaſt Pre- 
to fallifie the As of a Council upon that account : he (q) had/#+9-957- 
excommunicated and depoſed Pope Nicholas, and though he 
was himſelf afterwards depoſed, yet was he reſtored without 
the Pope's leave or knowledge, only the Pope had ſome hopes 
of having his pretenſions to Bulgaria ſucceed, and upon that ſent 
to ratifie what he could not hinder, but when he(r )found him- 
ſelf miſtaken in his deſign, and Phorizs the ſame Man ſtill, he 
fell foul upon him, as his Predeceſlors had done. Now can- 
not I be perſuaded, that Phorizs, if he could be fo baſe and 
wicked as to makea thouſand Forgeries, would yet do it here : 
when he could not hope to be undiſcovered, or would conde- 
ſcend to uſe ſach vile and fouliſh Arts, only to countenance 
his proceedings with the appearance of that Authority, which he 
had in fo much ſcorn and defiance. *This would be, as if Arch- 
biſhop Cranmer, after he had renounced the Pope's Supremacy, 
ſhould have falſified the Bulls, which the Pope diſpatched hi- 
ther for his Promotion to tie See of Canterbury. The Greeks, 
we have ſeen, looked upon this as the healing Synod, which af- 
ter the death of 1gnarizs had reconciled all differences amongſt 
them by making void the Council held againſt Phorixs, and ſet- 
tling him in his See again, and therefore whatever heats had 
paſſed between 1gnarius and Photizs (as it often happens between 
very good Men, and had happened between their own St. Chry- 
ſoſtom and Epiphanius) yet now theſe things being compoſed in- 
to a happy peace and ſettlement, notwithſtanding the Pope's 
Anathema, they received the names of both Phorius and Ignativs 
into their Diprychs, and regiſtred them among their Saints whom 
they moſt ſolemnly commemorate in their Prayers. |! Araſt, Con- 

8. There are ſo many Improbabilities in the Story againſt !/ator in 4- 

Photixs, that they will hardly gain belief without a Miracle || _— It. 
F 2 ang” 
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and therefore we are told that in the Conncit held againft him 
at Rome, under Adrian the Second, when the Book which con- 
tained his Vindication, after it had been trampled npon by all 
the Reverend Afſembly, was at laſt thrown by his Holineſs into 
the fire ; the flames catched at it and devoured it immediately 
in a ſtrange manner, with a noiſom ſmell, and a kind of Fitch 
colour tinctured the fire z and belides, a great ſhower happen- 
ing at the fame time increaſed the flames as if fo much Oyl had 
been thrown upon them. And now who is ſo hardy as todeny 
the Authority of any thing that was faid or done againſt Phorjus, 
or todonbt but that the fourth Council of C. P. is in full force, 


and infallibly the eighth General Council ? 
The firſt Zur, 


Council,A. D. . 
FO TEA $ VIII. The imperfe&t account we have of the three firſt ZLa- 


The ſrcong  teran Councils ſerves onely to ſhew the little eſteem which 

Lar. Coun- was formerly had of them ; how General or Infallible ſoever 

cil, 4. D. _ they might be ; Bellarmin confeſſes that the two firſt are not 

MCXXX1X. extant, and no great difcoveries have been made of them ſince 

The thirdLt.;. time; Caranza and Sylvins mention none of the three ; and 

Conncl, 4D. x theend of the Fourth Lateran, Caranza puts Explicit Concilium 
MCLXXX, or , : - . 

MCLEXIS. Lateranenſe primum. And Platina paſſes them all over without 

ſecundum Lab, beſtowing ſo much as the Title of General upon them, and with 

. fo little remark as ſhews that he eſteemed them none of the moſt 

conſiderable Actions of thoſe Popes Lives who called them. 

Indeed there are few Provincial Synods the Records whereof 

(f)Platina in Jeſs care has been taken of ; nor could it ( / ) be that any Coun- 

Calixto Se- (51 ſhould univerſally obtain amidſt ſo much Fa&tion and 

_ 5-. Schiſm, and among ſo many Anti-Popes as then vexed and di- 

cundo. vided the Church. But it was the cuſtom of thoſe times to call 

Alex. Tertie. all Councils General which made any tolerable ſettlement of the 

Popedom, with go ny _— poly ag Weſtern 

ad TInCes. us William of Tyre, ſpeaking of 

a p—_ Ks the Third Council of Lateran, © When thre 

Synodus Generalis, ad eandem Smo» © was a General Synod called at Rome - the 

dum wecati profetti ſunt de noſtro © foregoing year, throughout all the Latin 

Oriente, &c.Bel.oſacr. lib. 21, 6.26. « \ygr1d, there went out of our Eaſt that 

were called to the Synod, I William Archbiſhop of Tyre, &c. 

He mentions no more out of the Eaſt but himſelf, another 

Archbiſhop, beſides four other Biſhops, with one Prior and 

one Abbot ; and he, as moſt think was a Latin, and fo tis pro- 

bable were all the reſt : However, the Greeks in this Council 

oppoſed the Latins, and would not yield in the leaſt. But not 


only 
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only Weſtern Councils, bat National and Provincial Synods £0./w 4uns 

were ſometimes ſtyled General.; thus Matt. Pars ſays, that MCCXX1!. 

Stephen Langton held a general Council at Oxfor#: and Sir Reauamg oj 

gey Tmiſden (v ) gives many Inſtances to ſhew that the di-Langetuna 

 ſtintion of General Councils, at leaſt im that ſenſe in- which it Generate con- 
is now taken, was not ſuddenly brought into the Church, ma. <//n celebra- 

ny Synods by our Writers being called General, to which then 

obligation was never of that nature, as if they did not, or could a4i.24 4. D. 

not err: and the ſame learned Author proves *, that the Larte- NCEXKITT 

ran Council under Innocent II. was never received in England : (v) Hiſtoric, 

yet the name of General, beſtowed upon them by ſome well //"4c.cap.8. 

diſpoſed to that Popes Intereſt, who called them, .is almoſt all%; - ny 

that can be ſhewn for the Authority of theſe three Councils. FE 

It doth not appear that any of the Eaſtern Biſhops were in the 

two firſt, and it is certain that the Grecks diſſented in the third, 

as they ever did, when they had no reſtraint upon them. ?Tis 

remarkable that in this Council an Oath was drawn up,by which 

all the Biſhops, that had rejected Aexander the Third, abjured, 

and ſware Allegiance to him againſt all men, contra omnem homi- 

nem, which (x) Oath was afterwards improved into-that which 2) 14 - £ 

all Biſhops,*&c. take at their Conſecration. rificale Rom. 
$. IX. 1. The fourth Council of Lateran under Innocent the The fourth 

Fhird, An. MCCXy. is reckoned the twelfth General Council in £2 Council. 

order by Bellarmin, Poſſevin, &c. Cardinal Pole with his Synod at MCCXV.. 

Lambeth owns it for General, they frequently mention it, and 

never but under the Title of General : though they do- not put 

it in the ſame rank among the General Councils, they profeſs 


however to- receive and embrace the Faith of the Church of Co) Decret. 2.. 


Rome according to the Decrees of the General Council of Late-+ $.gor. 39. 
ran under Innocent the Third (#). The Council of Conſtance * re-(x) Sefton. 24 
quires all Popes to make profeſſion of the Faith eſtabliſhed in<-5-4e reform. 
c——_— : li 0 Sefion. 14. 
the vIIE. Sacred General Councils, whereof this is commonly 7 720; 
mr .* C5 .Ae pentten, 
thought to be ſer down for on»: and the Council of Trent (x) it (1) 5-9, 14.c. 8. 
ſelf calls this a General Council, The Great General Council of (3) $-f-x 21. 
Lateran ( y), and makes uſe of its authority, again (z) ; and, <2. 9+ 


which is yet more to-the purpoſe, a Council of Engliſh Biſhops (a —_ ws 


held at Oxford (a), not above ſeven years after, acknowledg the <1 MCCRXI! . 


Authority of this Council of Laterax and ſeveral times quote cap. 24, 28, 
its Decrezs. In ſhort, as this is placed by Bellarmin among 29, 33+ 
thoſe Councils, which -are received” with full approbation 


beyond all diſpute by the Church of Rome, ſo he looks up- 
| on 
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Guid bie Barclaius diceret?- fi 
hec non ejt Ecclefie Catbolice vox, 
ui obſeero eam inveniemus ? &, ſt 
eft, ( un verifime eſt ) qui eam auii- 
re contemnit ut Barclaius fecit, annon 


ut Ethnicus & 


molo Chriſtianus © pins babendus 


erit ? 


(b) Diſcuſio 
Diſcuſſ. part. 1, 
C 2.þ. 29. 


(c) Cap» Is 


(4d) Cap. 2. 
(e) Cape 3» 


(f ) Cap 5. 
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on it as no leſs than Hereſie to deny the Authority of it ; 


and therefore when he has-produced the third Canon of this 


Council iz defence of the Depoſing Dodrine againſt Barclay, he 

cries out with great zeal and vehemence , 

«© What could Bz#clay, fay to this ? if this be 

© not the voice of the Catholick Church, 

<* where I pray ſhall we find it? and if it is 
© (as queſtionleſs it is) he that deſpiſes to 

© hear it,(as Barclay has done )is he not to be 

* looked upon as an Heathen-man,and a Pab- 

© lican, and by no means a Chriſtian or a 

* pions Man? ThisWidrington(b) complains of, 

as intolerably inſulting; others may rather think he ſpeaks as a 

Cardinal, when he was managing the Popes cauſe fo victoriouſly 

from ſo infallible evidence. For ſuch is the authority and eſteem 

in the Church of Rome, of this Council, that it is uſually called 

The Great Council of Lateran, either from the great number of 
Biſhops in it, or from the great importance of the matters deci- 

ded,or both. The number of Biſhops was no leſs than CTTCXIT 
or in Bellarmin's reckoning ETTTLCxXIN. and among theſe were 
the Patriarchs of Conſtantinople and Jeruſalem, and the Delegates 
of the other two' Patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch, LXXy11. 
Primates and Metropolitans, beſides BEET. Abbots and Pri- 
ors, theſe wereall there in perſon, and Proxies were ſent innu- 
merable. The ——_— likewiſe of Conſtantinople, the King of 
Sicily Emperour of the Romans Ele, the Kings of England, 
France, Hungary, Feruſalem, Cyprus, Arragon, and other |'rinces 
and Cities ſent their Embaſladours hither : ſo that never was 
there ſuch a ſhow pgrhaps in the. world again. 

2. The matters determined both of Faith and of Diſcipline, 
were extraordinary and of the greateſt importance. The Do- 
ctrines of Faith defined were Tranſubſtantiation (c),the Articles 
concerning'the Holy Trinity aſſerted and vindicated from the 
errour of Abbot Joachim, and thoſe errours condemned, and 
the Proceſſion gfe Holy Ghoſt from the Father and the*Son 
declared (4d). Fhe Depoſmg Dottrine eſt abliſhed (e). The Church of 
Rome declared to be the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Chriſtians 
(univerſorum Chriſti fidelium,) and to have by God's appointment 
the Dominion over all other Churches of ordinary Authority 
by her extraordinary Prerogative ( f ). 
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* 3+ The Decrees in points of Diſcipline are in their kind no 
leſs conſiderable ; againſt the Incontinency of the Clergy (g),( 2) cap. 14s 
againſt theirDrunkenneſs(b),againſt theirNegligence andDebau- (b) cep. 15+ 
chery of Prelates(5), that no Clergy-man ſhould give Sentence in (5) cap.19. 
Capital Cauſes (&). Auricular Confeſſion enjoyned once every (4) cp. 18. 
year (1) That no Clergy-man ſhould take an Oath of Allegiance to any (1) cap. 21. 
ſecular Perſons unleſs he held ſome temporal Eſtate of them (m). That (m) Cap. 4 
no Clergy-man ſhould be obliged to pay Taxes (). The manner, -,, - 
of proceedings in Excommunications regulated('o), The Prohi- (4 : .. ow 
bition of Marriages reſtrained to the fourth degree (p). Clande- (1 c,,, <, 
ſtine Marriages forbidden,and that Children » married **  ® 
within the degrees prohibited declared illegitimate ('q). Againſt (q)c2. 51. 
Simony (7), and many other things of like nature, which are of (r) c:p. 53. 
the higheſt conſequence, and fall under daily practice. 

4. All this, one would think, were ſufficient to put the Au- 
thority of the fourth Council of Lateran beyond all contradi- 
tion or debate: for who can imagine that a Council celebrated 
with ſo much fſolemnity, which decided Controverſies of fo 
mighty concernment in the Church, and determined things of 
continual uſe among all ſorts and Orders of Men, ſhould not 
immediately meet with the moſt entire ſubmiſſion, and always 
retain an undoubted Authority and veneration. Thus much 
would have been due, if it had not been infallible ; but being 
infallible, what regard muſt every Age, and every Nation, and 
every Writer, at leaſt every Traditionary Chriſtian pay to it ! 
yet this very Council ſo famous and fo renowned in its Mem- 
bers, ſo extraordinary in its Determinations and Decrees, lay 
dormant, unregarded and unknown till the year MDXXX#V11. 
that is, till above TTC. years after it was held. ?Tis very ſur- 
priſing that neither I-nocent himſelf, nor his Nephew and next 
Succeſſor but one, Gregory the Ninth, who publiſhed his Un- 
cles Decretal Epiſtles, and theſe very Decrees, which now paſs 
for the Decrees of this Council among the reſt, ſhould pur this 
forth among the other General Councils ; *tis ſtrange that no 
other Pope or Biſhop, or at leaſt ſome Canoniſt or other 
learned man ſhould ever think of it, but ?tis yet more ſtrange 
that Merlin in his Councils printed but three years before the 
_ fourth Council of Lateran was publiſhed ,- ſhonld omit this, 
though he ſets down the Councils of Conftance and Baſil. But 
when this Council did come to light, with what Credentials 


did it come? what evidence does it bring for its Authority ? 18 
it 
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it printed from fome ancient Manuſcripts in the Farican ? it 
might then be wondred how it ſhould lic fo:long concealed, 
never publiſhed, mever quoted, nor mentioned, but "tis a mach 
greater wonder, how the Pope's own Library, ſo famed for Ma- 
nuſcripts, ſhonld miſs of this, where ſo much of Popery, and 
the principal and niceſt part of it, his own Prerogative, is con- 
cerned. Would the Popes of Rome keep no authentick Records 
in a thing of this nature, which fo nearly tonches them ? They 
are not uſed to be ſo careleſs in theſe matters : the other Pa- 
triarchs, as Cofſartins would perſwade us, had all of them Copies, 
and the Decrees were turned into Greek for that very purpoſe, 
how came the Pope himſelf then -to have none, or where had 
the Copies of the other Patriarchs lain ſo many hundred years 
hid? it was p_ from one of thoſe Copies, that we have 
now the Decreecs of this Council : no ſuch matter ; but Johannes 
Cochleus a German one of Luthers Adverſaries produces them af- 
ter above CCC. years concealment, and about XxX: years after the 
Reformation begun by Zther out of ſome obſcure Manuſcripts, 
and fends them to Peter Crabbe to be annexed to his Councils, 
and what was wanting in that,has been picked up here and there, 
and pieced together 1ince. 

5. But firſt there are no Subſcriptions to this Council, and 

) IrJohanneTNen Matt. Paris (f ) wholived at that time,fays that LY. Capirula 

MCCxy. © Werepropoſed, which ſome liked, others thought burthenſome. 
He mentions but.LXx. Capitxla, but in the Conncil as we now 

have it, are LXX. and in Jmmocent's Works 
Papa, jam accepta pecunia, que» LXXIi, Matt. Paris in plain terms ſays, that 

Rueſum hoc Cencilium diſolvit gratis, this Council ended in Laughter and - Mockery, 

__ wr re Foe oy a that the Pope got a good ſum of money 

—y pour Lenaton. wh pe from the Fathers before he would let them 

Hanov. ) part, and that they were forced to borrow 

the money and make preſent payment, be- 
fore he would give them leave to be gone, and that then the 
gainful Synod was diſſolved, and the Clergy went with heavy 
hearts away. Some have excepted againſt the Teſtimony of 

Vir probate Matt. Parts, but without reaſon ; for Innocent the Fourth gives 

vite © Reli- him this Character, that be was a man of known vertue and piety ; 

Man. Ps + and indeed he is obſerved to be ſo impartial an Hiſtorian, that 

54 4; is his manner to relate the plain Truth of things, whoever 

TECITyIL may ſuffer by it, not ſparing ſo much as Henry the Third, at 
whoſe command he wrote his Hiſtory, nor the yery Monks = 
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his own Order. The Archbiſhop of Spalato, upon citing Mart. 
Paris on this occaſion, ſays, that he knew very well how the 
poor Monk would-be exclaimed againſt, as a Schiſmartick, a 
Lyjar, andan Enemy to the Apoſtolick See, whatever were al-, 
ledged in his Defence. © * For it 15 an uſual thing for vs Roma- —— de 
< niſts, adds he, to lay aſide grave Authours, with the unjult 7;;.5..,. 
<« reproach of Hereſie and Schiſm, when they contradiQ our p. 815. 
&« yain devices. Godefridxs *, another Hiſtorian of the ſame Age, * Anat. ad 
agrees with Matthew Paris, that nothing was concluded in the An, Mccxy. 
Council, only he obſerves indeed that the Eaſtern Church ( a 
thing, ſays he, never heard of before) ſubmitted it ſelf tothe See 
of ' Kome. Platina ſays the ſame thing, that nothing was decreed 
in this Council, but that it broke up of a ſudden, and that the 
Pope going to reconcile the Piſans and the Genmeſe, who were 
then at War by Sea, and the Ciſalpines by Land, died at Peru- 
gia, Some would underſtand Platina ſo, as if he meant only 
that nothing was done towards the Expedition into the Holy 
Land; but this can be none of his meaning, becauſe in the lait 
of thoſe Decrees we now have, this whole buſineſs is fully con- 
cluded upon and determined, which Platina could not have been 
ignorant of, if there had been any ſuch Canons then, or if they 
had paſſed for Genuine, MNauclerws || in the words of Platina 
ſays many things were debated, but nothing concluded, but that 
however ſome Conſtitutions are ſaid to have been publiſhed, 
one whereof, ſays he, is extant, importing, © That if one Prince 
<« offend againſt another, the correction of him belongs to the 
<« Pope : ſoit ſeems *twas only Report in his time at the latter 
end of the fifteenth Century, that ever any ſuch Decrees were 
publiſhed, and he knew of but one then extant, which yet is 
not to be found in this Council, as we have it, nor in Innocents 
Decretals, though theſe are the only Canons that then could 
make any pretence to the Authority of this Council. The 
Preface to Innocent's Works informs us, that theſe Decrees were 
written by Imocent himſelf, and ſo are His, not the Councils 
Conſtitutions ; if they were read in Council, that is the moſt 
that can be granted, and then they ſeemed to ſome eaſie or plea- 
ſing, to others burthenſome: but if they were rather made, 
after the Council was diſſolved, becauſe mention is frequently 
made of the Council as paſt, in them, then they muſt- be writ- 
ten by that Pope in haſte, on his Journey, or in the* hurry of 
G other 
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other buſineſs : for he went to make up a Peace between the 

Piſans and Genoeſe, and: other Iraljans, but died before he could 

Cap. 29, 33, effect it at Perugia, The Editor of his Works printed by * Cho- 
41. linus gathers from ſeveral places;that Immocent himſelf drew them 
up into this Form, which we have' them now'n, after the diſlo- 

ap. 11, #1, 1\tion of the Council : He might have added {6 many others * (as 
; they are ſet down in the Council, but they are differently num- 
bred in the Decretals ) for the Council is quoted in all of them : 

but theſe quotations Cofſartius refers to! the Lateran Council un- 

der Alexander the Third; though it is not probable that that 

Council ſhould be quoted at Iarge* under the name of the Gene- 

ral Council of the Lareran, without ſome particular note of 
diſtinCtion, either of the: Popes Name' under whom it was cal- 

led, or of the third' Lateyan Council ; for this is the uſual way 

in Citations, and had been neceſſary here to: diſtinguiſh it from 

the other two-Zateran Conncils'; but if we ſuppoſe theſtt Canons. 

drawn up by Iamocent the. third, after the diſſolution of the Coun- 
cil, there could be no need of particularizing the Conneil which 

had been fo lately held by himſelf: and he could be reafonably 
underſtood to:mean-no'other than'his own: CouncY, unleſs head: 

2 Widrington ſpecified: it. But-farther yet 3, Gregorythe Ninth, though he'have- 
Diſcuſſ. Diſ- tranſcribed' all the ſeventy Caprrala into; the Decretals; yev af- 
eaſe P "7 7+ cribesnotone' of them tothe Council, but to Jarocent himſelF 
aaa: only, 1hnocentins Tertins in Concilio General ;, thongh he: often 
mentions the'Decrees made in the LZareran Council vnder Procent 

the Third, as the Decrees of the Council; taking nw notice of 

Innocent. Platine likewiſe attribntes the condemning;:the Errours 

of Abbat Foachimand' Aimarins,not tothe Council; but'to Innocent: 

+1.p. 11,12, 6. Notwithſtanding all'this, the great” Cardinal” Perroz# pro- 
nounces roundly, that' thoſe who denied the Authority of this 
Council'deſerve to be pitied rather than anfwered, perhaps be- 
cauſe he found'pitying more eaſe than anfivering : but” he gives 
this very good reaſon for what he fays,betauſt at this rate the Pre- 
cepr- concerning Akricular” Confeſſion woutd nor be valid, nor Tranſub- 
ſtantiation de fide, no-nor the proceſſion;nor the oppoſite Articles to 
the Errors of Joachim; and ſothe Schoolmen im their Writings, 
andithe Inquiſitors'in pumſhing Hereticks, had beerall'to'Þlame: 
Widringtorr replies, that rhe Pradtice-of the Chorch, and the, in- 
{erting theſe Canonsinto the Body of the Canon Law by Gre- 
gory. the Ninth» was ſufficient to: give” Authority:to them, _ 
this 
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this is to bring us back again from a'Conncil to the Pope, and 
from him to fend ns to the Church diffuſive, to enquire into her 
Faith and Praftice, and fo we are difappointed of the vaſt hopes 
conceived from ſopumerous an Aſſembly. But if theſe things 
had then been of known Prafice and undoubted Truth, how came 
they not immedlately to be conſented toin Conncil, how came 
they to ſeem grievons-and hurtherſom to the Biſhops there ? was 
not Tranſubſtantiation one of thoſe Grievances, the Depoting 
Doftrineanother, Auricular Confeſſion a third, and might not 
many more Grievances be mentioned ? Well, but the Proceſſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and the true notion of the Trinity muſt 
be called in queſtion, If we reject this Council : by no means, 
becauſe this had been explained in other Councils as far as was 
neceffary, and the Greek and Latin Manuſcripts of Cofſartixs leave 
out the Proceſſion, fo that was, it ſeems, but im ſome Copies, 
and cannot be proved from this Council. But all thefe Do- 
Ctrines (fays Widrington * ) have been received and embraced by » n;q, p, 2. 
the Catholhick Church, and from thence derive thetr Authority. 
This we deny, neither the Depofing Do&trine (as Widrington him- 
ſelf confeſſes and maintains) nor Tranſubſtantiation, nor Avri- 
cular Confeſſion was ever received by the Catholick Church. 
But the truth is, he was forced to ſay ſomething ; he was .loth 
to deny the Authority of a Council now generally recetved by 
the-Church of Rome, he rather choſe to evade the third Canon , Diſcuſſ. i 
as well as he could, nor durfthe either in his Anſwer to Left *, ,, 22. "M 
or in his laſt Rejoynder to Firzherbert 3 difown the Conncil, but ? Rejoznaer, 
after he has raiſed all the Objections he was able, profeſſes at <4: s. 
laſt, that as for his own part he receives it. Theſame ObjeCtions 
have been lately renewed by Father Walſh, yet ſtill he too does 
not profeſs to diſown the Authority of the Council. 

7. Bnt Coſſartirs produceth a Greek Tranſlation of this Comn- 
cil, which, he ſays, is of the ſame Antiquity with the Comcll 
it ſelf, and he is poſitive that the very ſight of this 1s enough to 
convmce all men the Decrees are Gennine, this Tranflation 
ſhewing the Agreement between the Grecks and the Latrins : for 
that the Decrees, which were made by the nnanimons conſent of 
all, might be by all obferved, they were tarned into the Greek. 
Language for the nſe and benefit of thoſe who did not under- 
ftand the Latim. The Greek, he confeſſes, is inmany places bar- 
barous, and his Mannſcripts in ſome places imperfect, and 


therefore in thoſe places he was forc*d to give us only the La- 
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tin, leaving void ſpaces in the oppoſite Column, where the Greek 
was defeCtive: but here I obſerve that the whole firſt Chapter 1s 
not extant inthe Greek Copy, nor does it appear by any vacan- 
cies left in the Print that the Manuſcript was impertect, but that 
the whole Chapter was omitted by the Grtk Tranſlator, and 
ſo if this Manuſcript prove any thing, it. proves that the Greek 
Church did not concur with the Latiz in the Article of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation ; for this being the firſt time that ever that DoCtrine 
was aſſerted in a General Conncil,certainly the Greeks would ne- 
ver have omitted to tranſlate ſo material a Paſſage of the Coun- 
cil wherein this is contained, if they had agreed to it. All that 
part of the third Chapter which concerns the Depoling Do- 
Ctrine is likewiſe wanting in the Greek; but here he tells us is a 
leaf of the Manuſcript wanting both in the Greek and the Latin - 
*twere to be wiſhed we could know how it came to be wanting ; 
but however this ſerves to confirm to us,that nothing is deficient 
in the firſt Chapter, but that the Manuſcript is entire, though 
the whole Chapter be only in Zarin,and ſo the Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation had the ill luck to be left out in theTranſlation of 
the firſt Council, in which it ever was defined, for which no 0- 
ther reaſon can be given, if this Manuſcript be Authentick, but 
that the major part of the Church, 5z. e. all the Eaſt, and four 
Patriarchs of five rejefted it. The Tranſlator often miſtakes the 
Latin, and quite alters the ſenſe;and in the ſecond Chapter where 
the Catholick DoCtrine concerning the bleſſed Trinity is explain- 
ed, the Particle 0 1s omitted in the Latiz, and #x in the Greek, 
a ſmall miſtake in a matter of Faith; but ſuch a miſtake as could 
not eaſily eſcape in both Languagesor,if it did,it muſt needs give 
a very exact and faithful Account of what was defined in the 
Council. This and. other groſs faults do not make much for the 
credit of -this Manuſcript,nor engage us neceſlarily to believe up- 
en its ſole Anthority, that the Greek, Church received the fourth 
Lateran Council, or indeed that it was ever received at all till of 
late years ; which many learned men in the Church of Rome have 
been fo ſenſible of, that they have never alledged its Authority, 
but when they had nothing elſe to alledge. For neither the 
more ancient of our modern Divines, ſays Widrington 5, who are 
vehement Maintainers of the Popes Power to depoſe Princes, as 
Vittoria, Corduba, Sanders, and others, nor Cardinal Bellarmin 
himſelf in his Controverſies did make any great reckoning of 


the Decree of this great Council. This was Bellarmir's laſt Re- 
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fuge, when he was beaten off from his other Arguments by Bar- 
clay; and though he urges it with great confidence and earneſt- 
neſs, yet if he had much relyed upon its Authority, he would 
have uſed it before : for if the Council be General, the Argu- 
ment 1s unanſwefable and infallible in their account, whatever 
diſguiſes may be put upon it. The Oppoſers of this Laterar 
Council further add *, that the Council of Co:ſftance meant not 
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this Counchl, but that of the Lateran under Alexander the Third, ;;, Þ. 22. 


and that the Council of Trent ſpoke according to the common opi- 
nion, that is, in plain terms, the Conncil of Trent was miſtaken, 
and that in a matter of no ſmall conſequence : for if one Gene- 
ral Council tell the world that another is General which really 
is not ſo, what aſſurance can men have of any Council, that it 
is General ? Or what Errours may not a General Council by this 
means lead men into? What they anſwer to the Teſtimony of the 
Council held at Oxford ſo ſoon after,l am yet to learn: but it can 
be no wonder that our Clergy ſhould at that time yield to any 
thing the Pope deſired, when the Archbiſhop of Canterbury had 
had fo freſh an Inſtance of his Power, who had been ſuſpended 
in this very Council of Lateran,and was willing to comply with 
any thing that might advance his Intereſt at Kome. The Pope 
openly ſtyled King Job» his Vaſſal, and had reduced all Chriſten- 
dom to ſuch dependance and obedience, that there was not one 
of thoſe ſecular Princes and States, that gave their attendance 
at this Council, but were ſome way or other obnoxious to him, 
and ſtood in awe of him ; the Croz/ade left the Popes at liberty 
to play their own game at home, and had gained them more in 
the Eaſt than could ever be gotten by all the Councils that were 
ever called. Henry Brother to Baldwin Earl of Flanders was then 
poſſeſſed of Conſtantinople with the Title and Honour of Greek. 
Emperour, and the four Faſtern- Patriarchs were all Weſtern 
Biſhops, one Frenchman and three Italians, who held their Patri- 
archats of the Pope, and were never owned in their reſpeCtiveTi- 
tular Sees, Upon this account it 1s rather ſtrange that any demur 
ſhould be made to this Pope's DiCtates in Council, or that this 
Council ſhould not be every where reverenced as- an Oracle, 
than that one Nation, which had ſmarted ſo much under the 
Pope's diſpleaſure , ſhould acknowledge it in his Succeſlor*s 
days ; for Honorins the Third was no degenerate Succeſſor to 


Innocent the Third, and our Nation then had learnt to ſubmit 
| to 
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to harder terms:than theſe : yet ſure there muſt be fomething 
in theſe Decrees very irkfome, which could not paſs the Votes 
of an Aſſembly ſo entirely addited tothe Pope; and here is no 
mention of the Doctrines of the Lateran Council in that of Ox- 
ford; beſides, *tis remarkable that Richard Bifhop of Salisbury, 
An. MCCXVI11. two years after the Council, cites it c. 7. yet c. 4. 
where he gives an Expoſition of the Catholick Faith, does not 

| Hiftoricat follow this Connc] in putting down Tranſubſtantiafion for -one 
Vindication, Article of it. And Sir Roger Twiſden *ſhews,thar notwithitanding 
cap.8. p.165. this-Council of Oxford, the fourth Council of Lateran was not re- 
ceived in England. Not to diſſemble any thing material in this bu- 
2 Ad Annum \jnefs, Mat. Paris himſelf ? relates, that the Arch-deacon of Saint 
MCCALVI. Albans quotes the twenty firſt -Canon as a-Canon of thisCouncil, 
and ſo Jnocent the Fourth calls it ; but Alexander the Fourth takes 
not the leaſt notice of this Canon when he reverſes Innocent's De- 
cree in favour of the Monks, giving them liberty to hear Con- 
__  feffionswithont the conſent of the Pariſh Prieſts ; nor do his Car- 
. rome *% dinals, when he adviſed with them 3 upon this occaſion, in the In- 
Fecleſ circa Arement which they drew up about that controverſic,make men- 
Cann. utriuſz; tion of any Canon of a General Council in favour of the Pariſh- 
ſexus, c. 2. Prieſts. But whether itwere that it could not be eaſily beliey'd, 
that ſo many men ſhould meet together to no purpoſe,or that /:- 
nocent's Decreesin'the Lateran Conncil were miſtaken for the De- 
crees of the Council it ſelf ;-or whether Zmmocent the Fourth having 
call'd it a General Council, *twas thought no good manners to 
contradict him ; however it were, in proceſs of time the Canons 
were owned as genuine, and fome of them more early than one 
woyld expect, as maybe ſeen particularly of the twenty firſt Ca- 
non.Omn wtrinſque ſexus,&c. Yet after all, a late Doctor of the 
+ Du Pin, Sorbon, with the Approbation of the Faculty, + has concluded 
Diſſert.P- 573: from the foregoing Arguments,that no Canons were made by the 
Councy, but that ſome Decrees only: being framed by the Pope, 
and read in Council, fome of them to the major part ſeemed bur- 

The firſt thealoeae. : : | 
Council of _ S X+ 1+ Lawmys proves againſt Bellarmin that the firft Conn- 
Lys, 4.D. Cil of Lyons under Iamocent the Fourth was not General, becauſe 
MCCXLY. Tnnocent in his Sentence againft Frederick, though he often men- 
5 Ep, part, 75. tions the Council, yet never calls it General, or Univerſal,. or 
(+04 mag Oeccnmenical ; - and ſo in his Epiſtles to the Archbiſhop of Sens, 
mentinum, 28d T0 the Chapter of that Church, to the Biſhops of Engleng, 
P. 228. 0c, and 
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and to the Biſhop of Oftis, he never ſo much as once calls it 
General, which certainly he would have done, if he could have 
aſcribet to it ſo: great Anthority : but he called thither only 
the-King of France, the Arch-biſhop of Sens and his Chapter, 
beſides the Biſhops of England and the Biſhop of Oftia. The Bi- 
ſhops of Iraly, Sicily, Germany, Arragon, Caftile and Portugal, it 
doth'not appear that heever called. For Odorfcus Rainaldixs in his 
Continuation'of Baronins gives a Regiſter of the Epiſtles which 
Hmocent wrote'upon this account, but mentions none ſent to any 
of theſe Biſhops. I omit, ſays Lawnoy, the Eaſtern Biſhops, 24 
profetto vocati- non fuere, who aſſuredly were not called. He ſhews 
that Bellarmin contradicts himſelf in this matter,and goes againſt 
his own Principles, tacitly retraCting/in his-eighteenth Chapter ae 
Concil. lib. x. what he had ſaid in his fifth of this Council, and 
beſides, does abnſe' Palmerizs and Platins, whoſe Authority he 
brings to prove it General, whereas neither of them'ſay any ſuch 
thing. And thus, ſays he, has Bellarmin ruwhimſelf into ſuch dif- 
ficulties as he will never be'able to get clear of: For if the Con- 
- ditions required by him to make a Council Generat be true, then 
is this' not General ; if this be'General then are not thoſe: Con- 
ditionsTtightly lay*d' down, nor the buſineſs truly ſtated. But, as 
for Palmeriur and Plarina, whoare' falily quoted, he car never 
bring himfelf off, unleſs he pretend'neghgence, which indeed 
makes the'caſe bur ſo much: the worſe. 

2, This Connrit off Zyorrs is not in Neeoliz's Councils Printed 
at Venice MULXXXV. with the Approbation of Sixrws the Fifth, 
under this Title,Conciliorum omnium,tam Generalium quam Provin- 
ciathnm; qui jam inde ab Apoſtolies-temporibus hattenm legitime cele- 
brata'haberi potuerunt. Caranza' likewiſe and Sylvize either knew 
nothing of it, or thought it'mot worth their taking notice of. 


- Bur ir'is more conſiderable*: that in the late conteſt be- * Burners His 
3 3 


tweerr the Pbpe and the King of France; the Court of Rome con- 0 


tending that the Regate are only Conceſſions'of the Church-wHich — nves, Ora 
werereſtrained in-the Council of Zyors, and that. therefore they p. 305. 


ought not'tobe'extended' to-Churches which were not then: ſab-= 
jett tothe French; the Arch-biſhop of Rheimes, in'an- Aſſembly at 
Paris of twenty ſix Biſhops and ſx that were' named to Biſhop- 
ricks, being cmef of the Commirtee of ſve depured'to- conſider 
che affair of the Regale, and make Report, declares that' the 
Counett of Lyons - was ſo little conſidered, that in the famons 

con 
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conteſt between Philip the Fair and Boniface the Eighth, the King 
founded his pretenſions on the practice of St. Lewis and not on 
the Decree of that Council. However this Council was General 
enough to depoſe the Emperor Frederick, the Second, and to be 
appealed to as a ſufficient warrant for the depoling of Emperors 
ever f{ince. But the Engliſh could not get Juſtice done them upon 
Martin the Pope's Legate, though they often and earneſtly de- 
manded it in the name of the whole Nation: they remonſtrated 
ſeveral times, and made divers and repeated Complaints of the 
great Extortions that had been made upon them, but were ſent 
away without Redreſs ; they complaincd that there was an inhi- 
nite number of Jralians in England, who exhauſted all the Re- 
venues of the Church, but performed nothing at all of the Du- 
ties required ; that beſides Subſidies and other ways, the bare 
Revenue paid yearly out of this Kingdom to 1talians amounted 
to above threeſcore thouſand Marks, which was more than the 
__ King's Revenue. But all they could fay availed nothing; This 
* Con.Tom.x1, General Council * was called for depoling Kings, not for redreſ- 
_ Roc. 128 Grievances: and for the Glory of Popes and the Terror . 
Lang corowrend of all ſucceeding Emperors, to explain the Story of this Council, 
Vatican,p.208. Sixtus Quintus Þ placed the following Inſcription in the YVaticar 
Innocentio The Emperor Frederick the' Second, i declared an Enemy to the 
Mares, on . Church,and deprived of his Empire, Innocent the Fourth being Pope. 
| "yaa And while the Emperor was thus depreſſed, the ſame Council ad- 
dus, boſtis Ec- vanced the Cardinals, and ſet them on Horſe-back in Red Hats 


cleſie declara- 2nd Purple Robes. 
tur, Imperioque 

| 1 $ XI. 1. The Hiſtory of the ſecond Council of Lyons is in ſhort 

Council of thus; Afichael Palzologus || after he had put out the Eyes of the 

Lyons, A. D- young, Emperor Johannes Laſcaris, whoſe Guardian he was, and 

TP. was excommunicated by Arſenizs the Patriarch, and by this 

Frags. + Dy. means became odious to all mankind, and was in imminent dan- 

nyſ. Petavio, ger from Charles King of Sicily, who was preparing to recover 

Edit. p. 330. C. P. lately regained by Michael, Michael being in theſe circum- 

ſtances bethought himſelf of reconciling the two Churches, as a 

proper expedient to ſettle himſelf-in his new gotten Dominions : 

but his Patriarch Joſeph was utterly averſe to any ſuch prapoſal, 

and had engaged himſelf by an Cath never to agree to any Union 

with the Latin Church upon the Terms inſiſted on : him there- 

fore Michael forces to reſign, and hide himſelf in a OAT; 

ut 
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but upon condition of reſuming his place again, 


if this buſineſs * pachym. 


could not be effected with the * Latins : the reſt of the Clergy 2. 335; 


he proceeds || with in a powerful way of 
Conviftion, by Puniſhment, Impriſonment, 
and Torments. Beccus the Chartophylax, a man 
of a ready wit and a Þ fluent tongue, not 
without much difficulty and hard uſage is 
at laſt in Priſon ſuaded to apply him- 
ſelf to the ſtudy of certain Books very edi- 
fying for the purpoſe, and ſo is converted 
to the Emperor's Party, and argues the 


Bonorurn , wvidelicet, Publi- 
cationibus, Relegationibus, Car- 
ceribus, Excecationibus, Plagis, 
Mutilationibus, (F id genus aliis 
Penis. Angelus Roc. Biblioth Va- 
tican,ex Niceph.Greg lib $.— 
in teterrimos carceres conjefFu s 
fait. ( Beccus. ) ib. ex cod, 

ll PP. 345» 347» Þ Þ« 329+ 


point againſt all Oppoſers. In the -+ mean time Theopbanes, Þ 16.p. 334 


Biſhop of Mice, and Germanus, once Patriarch of C. P. a known 
Favourite of the Emperors, with three of the Principal Offi- 


cers at Court are ſent to Lyons, where in a ſhort time all is * con- * Bb. p. 357+ 


cluded with Gregory the Tenth, and the Pope's utmoſt deſire ful- 
filled ; and Beccxs is made Patriarch for his pains as ſoon as they 
came home. But at their return theſe men were the common 


objeft of hatred to their Countrymen ||, and whatever Promiſes || Can. Tom.17. 
and Proteſtations they had made in the Council, they ſoon for- 1#*-1+ $:956- 


got them all ; whereupon Pope Martin excommunicates Michael, 
who was molt of all deteſted on both ſides ; and after about ſe- 
ven years ſpent in a troubleſom Reign, died unlamented, and 
was not allowed the moſt ordinary Rites of Burial by his own 
Son. 2. This Second Council of Lyons is alſo omitted by Nicohin 
in _ Venetian Edition, of the Councils which we mentioned 
before. 


$ XII. After a Vacancy of the Popedom for about eleven council? of 
Months, Philip the Fair had procured Clement the Fifth to be Vienna, A. D. 


choſen Pope, but did before oblige him by Oath to certain Con- MCCCXL. 


ditions, which being drawn up under fix Heads, were agreed up- 
oh and ſworn to : one of -which was to abſolve Philip from the 
Cenſures of his Predeceſſour Boniface the Eighth; another, that 
he ſhould brand the memory of Boniface with Anathema for 
the Crimes charged upon him, which were no leſs than Hereſie, 
Schiſm and Perjury. The firſt Clement readily performed, but 
ſtuck at the ſecond ; and at once, both to avoid the Odium of 
the thing, and to put a better Colour on thoſe Crimes in him- 
ſelf, which he was required to — in Boniface, he was 

advi- 


| 
F 
; 
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conteſt between Philip the Fair and Boniface the Eighth, the King 
founded his pretenſions on the practice of St. Lewis and not on 
the Decree of that Council. However this Council was General 
enough to depoſe the Emperor Frederick,the Second, and to be 
appealed to as a ſufficient warrant for the depoling of Emperors 
ever fince. But the Engliſh could not get Juſtice done them upon 
Martin the Pope's Legate, though they often and earneſtly de- 
manded it in the name of the whole Nation: they remonſtrated 
ſeveral times, and made divers and repeated Complaints of the 
great Extortions that had been made _upon them, but were ſent 
away without Redreſs ; they complaincd that there was an inhi- 
nite number of Jralians in England, who exhauſted all the Re- 
venues of the Church, but performed nothing at all of the Du- 
ties required ; that beſides Subſidies and other ways, the bare 
Revenue paid yearly out of this Kingdom to ralians amounted 
to above threeſcore thouſand Marks, which was more than the 
__ King's Revenue. But all. they could ſay availed nothing ; This 
* Con.Tom.x1, General Council * was called for depoling Kings, not for redreſ- 
_ us Roc. 128 Grievances : and for the Glory of Popes and the Terror . 
Ghra, Biblio thee Of all ſucceeding Emperors, to explain the Story of this Council, 
Vatican,p.208, Sixtus Quintws | placed the following Inſcription in the Yaticar ; 
Innocentio The Emperor Frederick the Second, i declared an Enemy to the 
_ —_—_ . Church,and deprived of his Empire, Innocent the Fourth being Pope. 
dericus | And while the Emperor was thus depreſſed, the ſame Council ad- 
du, boſtis Ec- vanced the Cardinals, and ſet them on Horſe-back in Red Hats 
cleſie declara- 2nd Purple Robes. | 
tur, Imperioque 
The ſecond $ XI. 1. The Hiſtory of the ſecond Council of Lyons is in ſhort 
Council of thus; Afichael Paleologus || after he had put out the Eyes of the 
Lyons, A. D- young, Emperor Johannes Laſcaris, whoſe Guardian he was, and 
gore was excommunicated by Arſenizs the Patriarch, and by this 
Proms. 2D. means became odious to all mankind, and was in. imminent dan- 
nyſ. Peravio, ger from Charles King of Sicily, who was preparing to recover 
Eat. Þ. 330. C. P. lately regained by Michael, Michael being in theſe circum- 
ſtances bethought himſelf of reconciling the two Churches, as a 
proper expedient to ſettle himſelf-in his new gotten Dominions : 
but his Patriarch Joſeph was utterly averſe to any ſuch prapoſal, 
and had engaged himſelf by an Oath never to agree to any Union 
with the Latiz Church upon the Terms inſiſted on : him there- 
fore Michael forces to reſign, and hide himſelf in a as 
ut 
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but upon condition of reſuming his place again, 


if this buſineGs + pactym, 


could not be effefted with the * Latins : the reſt of the Clergy ». 335 


he proceeds || with in a powerful way of 
Convittion, by Puniſhment, Impriſonment, 
and Torments. Beccxs the Chartophylax, a man 
of a ready wit and a + fluent tongue, not 
without much difficulty and hard uſage is 
at laſt in Priſon perſuaded to apply him- 
{elf to the ſtudy of certain Books very edi- 
fying for the purpoſe , and ſo is converted 
to the Emperor's Party, and argues the 


Bonorum , widelicet, Publi- 
cationibus, Relegationibus, Car- 
ceribus, Excecationibus, Plagis, 
Mutilationibus, 0 id genus alis 
Pens.Angelus Roc. Biblioth Va- 
tican,.ex Niceph.Greg lib g.— 
in teterrimos carceres conjetFu s 
fuit. ( Beccus. ) ib. ex cod. 

Il P Þ- 345, 347» ÞF Þ+ 329+ 


point againſt all Oppoſers. In the -F mean time Theopbanes, Þ 16.p. 334 
Biſhop of Mice, and Germanus, once Patriarch of C. P. a known 
Favourite of the Emperors, with three of the Principal Offi- 
cers at Court are ſent to Lyons, where in a ſhort time all is * con- * @. p. 357- 
cluded with Gregory the Tenth, and the Pope's utmoſt deſire ful- 
filled ; and Beccas is made Patriarch for his pains as ſoon as they 
came home, But at their return theſe men were the common 


objeC&t of hatred to their Countrymen ||, and whatever Promiſes | Can. Tom.17, 
and Proteſtations they had made in the Council, they ſoon for- 1#*-1- 956+ 


got them all ; whereupon Pope Martin excommunicates Michael, 
who was molt of all deteſted on both ſides ; and- after about ſe- 
ven years ſpent in a troubleſom Reign, died unlamented, and 
was not allowed the moſt ordinary Rites of Burial by his own 
Son. _ 2. This Second Council of Lyons is alſo omitted by Nicohn 
in -_ Venetian Edition, of the Councils which we mentioned 
before. 


$ X1I. After a Vacancy of the Popedom for about eleven council? of 
Months, Philip the Fair had procured Clement the Fifth to be Vienna, A. D. 
choſen Pope, but did before oblige him by Oath to certain Con- MCCCXI. 


ditions, which being drawn up under fix Heads, were agreed up- 
oh and ſworn to: one of -which was to abſolve Philip from the 
Cenſures of his Predeceſſour Boniface the Eighth; another, that 
he ſhould brand the memory of Boniface with Anathema for 
the Crimes charged upon him, which were no leſs than Hereſie, 
Schiſm and Perjury. The firſt Clement readily performed, but 
ſtuck at the ſecond ; and at once, both to avoid the Odium of 
the thing, and to put a better Colour on thoſe Crimes in him- 
ſelf, which he was required to corfdemn in Boniface, he =_ 

H advi- 
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adviſed to call a Council: hedid ſo at Yieme, in which he found 

an caſie expedient to acquit Boxiface from the Crimes objected, 

and himſelf from the performance of his Oath : This was the 

* Vercerius de pround * and occaſion of the calling this Council. But ſince they 
ng oc were met, the hetter, *tis likely to amuſe the King,and that their 
P.4. citatur a ' only buſineſs might not appear to be to delude him, they pro- 
Binio, in notis ceed to condemn the Biguardi and Biguine certain Hereticks 
ad Concilium. of thoſe times, and for the abominable Enormities + committed 
TConc.Tom:X1. hy the Knights Templars, they diſſolve that Order, and ſettle 


—_—_— their Endowments upon the Knights Hoſpitalers of Jeruſalem, The 
Feaſt of Corpus Chriſti was likewiſe in this Council confirmed, 
and the Proceſſion on that day inſtituted, and the' Study of the 

i _ * ,. Eaſtern Languages encouraged. As for the Clementine || Conſti- 

fliu, © tutions, molt of them were made before or after the Council, 

* Conc. Afric, and publiſhed by Clement*s Succeſlour, John the Twenty ſecond. 


Art. 6. - But one * Conſtitution had been worth at leaſt fonr Books of 
Hes on am: the Five, viz. ©* That the Biſhop of the chief See ſhould 
ceps Sacerde. © not be called Prince of the Prieſts, or of-the Univerſal 
tum, vel uni- *Church:as it had been formerly determined in a Council at Car- 
verſalis Eccle- thage, and was now propoſed among other particulars to this 
og appelle- Council by Durandws in a Treatiſe | concerning the manner of 
+ Tit. 34, holding General Councils publiſhed by him at the Command of 
Þ. 130. Clement the Fifth, and preſented to the Council. But. Clement 
in his Conſtitutions is ſo far from any ſuch Deſign, that he has 
notiſo much as revoked the Deciſion of Pope Boniface the Eighth, 
in the Bull Vnam ſan#am, where he determines it to be a:Point 
neceſſary to Salvation, that every humane Creature ſubmit it 
ſelf to the Biſhop of Rome. Though indeed he did revoke it as 
to its Exerciſe in the Kingdom of France, by declaring, that the 
| Inter Extra Privileges of the Gallican Church were no ways infringed by it |: 
way. =D F ugg The obſervation of Walter de Hemingford, who liv?d not long, a 
Privilegiis, ter is conſiderable ; ** It did not deſerver-(fays he) to be called a 
Quod Concili- < Council, becauſe the Pope did all of his own Head, without the 


am dici nn © Conſent or Anſwer of the Sacred Council. 

merebatur, * T 
quia ex capite proprio omnia fecit Dominus Papa, non reſpyndente, neque conſentiente ſacro Concilts : 
apad Twiſden, Hiſtorical Vindication, cap. 8. p. 164. ex MS. A great part of this Walter de . 
—— Works, all his Chronicon, which goes down to Henry the Third's death, were 
Prinred this year at Oxford, and we are promiſed the reſt ſoon, 


; - $XIIL 
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$ X1I1. 1. Before we proceed to the Council of Florence, it will Council of 
be neceſſary to conſider a little the Councils of Conſtance and Baſil, Coſtance, 
which Bellarmin reckons amongſt the Councils that are in part on- 4 Mccccx1y, 
ly approved, and that part of them which is not approved,is con- 
tradicted by the Florentize Council, the great controverſie being, 
whether the Pope or a Council be ſuperior : the Councils of Con- 
ſtance and Baſil have determined in favour of Councils, and the 
Conncil of Florence and fifth Council of the Lateran in favour 
of Popes. 

2. To appeaſe the Schiſm between the contending Popes a The firſt 
Council met at Piſa, from whence it was removed to Conſtance, Council of 
and of the ſeveral Popes, John the Twenty third confirms the Acts 24 4Þ: 
of the Council, and ſubmits himſelf to its determination, and ſo x 
is depoſed ; Gregory the Twelfth reſigns his pretenſions to the 
Popedom ; Bemeaitt the Thirteenth is diſclaimed by moſt of his 
own Abetters and deprived in Council. Aarti the Fifth, who 
had been preſent all along both at Pi/a and at Conſtance, is choſen, 
and by his Bull confirmed all that had paſled, as he was concern- 
ed to do, the validity of his own conſecration depending upon 
the validity of the Councils Decrees. * The Council determins, * $efſ. 4. 5- 

« That the Synod lawfully aſſembled in the Holy 
« Ghoſt, making a General Council,repreſenting _ Ad ipſa Synod in Spirit 
< the Catholick Church militant, has power im- ptr nr ao—_ 
M mediately from Chriſt, which every one of Catholicam militantem repreſen- 
&© whatſoever ſtate or dignity ( even the Pope ) tans, poteſtatem a Chriſto imme. 
* js bound to obey, in thoſe things which belong «ite bo toc a — _ 
*to the Faith, and the extirpation of the afore- apali; euifer, cledire rename 

ſaid Schiſm, and the general Reformation of js que pertinent ad fidem 0 ex- 
*the Church of God in its Head and Members, tirpationem ditti Schiſmatis, & 
&c. It obliges * all ſucceeding Popes for ever to nn gn _ 
call a Council once in ten years, ordaining that 4;« 7 Og S 4s 
the next immediate Council ſhould be called-at : 
the end of five years, and another ſeven years after. © By Hoc Edits 
« this Edit we for ever Enaft, Decree and Ordain , &c. FM _ 
and preſcribes beſides a certain form of Profeſſion of m__—_ a 
Faith to be uſed by all Popes for the future. Martin Þ accor- mus, 8c. 
ding to the Councils. Decree, iſſues forth his Bull for the cal- T Sep: 44- 
ling another Council, as he owns himſelf obliged to do by 
virtue of the ſame Decree. Laſtly, || in a ſolemn manner he | $eſ: 45. 
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adviſed to call a Council: he did fo at YViemne, in which he found 

an caſie expedient to acquit - Boniface from the Crimes objected, 

and himſelf from the performance of his Oath : This was the 

* vercerius de pround * and occaſion of the calling this Council. But ſince they 
= {rt were met, the hetter, *tis likely to amuſe the King,and that their 
P«4e citatur a only bulineſs might not appear to be todelude him, they pro- 
Binio, in notis ceed to condemn the Biguardi and Biguine certain Hereticks 
ad Concilium. of thoſe times, and for the abominable Enormities + committed 


TConc.Tom:&t. hy the Knights Templars, they diſſolve that Order, and ſettle 


Dy their Endowments upon the Knights Hoſpitalers of Jeruſalem. The 
Feaſt of Corpus Chriſti was likewiſe in this Council confirmed, 
and the Proceſſion on that day inſtituted, and the' Study of the 

jy _— ,. Eaſtern Languages encouraged. As for the Clementine || Conſti- 

flirur. tutions, moſt of them were made before or after the Council, 

* Conc. Afric, and publiſhed by Clement*s Succeſlour, John the Twenty ſecond. 

Art. 6. But one * Conſtitution had been worth at leaſt fonr Books of 


bo ou the Five, viz. © That the Biſhop of the chief See ſhould 
ceps Sacerds. © not be called Prince of the Prieſts, or of-the Univerſal 


tum, vel uni- *Chureh:as it had been formerly determined in a Council at Car- 


verſalis Eccle- thage, and was now propoſed among other particulars to this 
fe non appelle- Council by Durandws in a Treatiſe F concerning the manner of 
+ Tit. 24, holding General Councils publiſhed by him at the Command of 
Þ. 130. Clement the Fifth, and preſented to the Council. But. Clement 
in his Conſtitutions is ſo far from any ſuch Deſign, that he has 
notſo much as revoked the Deciſion of Pope Boniface the Eighth, 
in the Bull Vnam ſanfam, where he determines it to be a Point 
neceſſary to Salvation, that every humane Creature ſubmit it 
ſelf to the Biſhop of Rome. Though indeed he did revoke it as 
to its Exerciſe in the Kingdom of France, by declaring, that the 
| Inter Extra- Privileges of the Gallican Church were no ways infringed by it | 
- aa The obſervation of Walter de Hemingford, who liv?d not long, at- 
Privilegiis. ter is conſiderable ; © It.did not deſerve'-(ſays he) to be called a 
Quod Concili- * Council, becauſe the Pope did all of his own Head, without the 


um dici nn © Conſent or Anſwer of the Sacred Council. 

merebatur, * | 
quia ex capite proprio omnia fecit Domini Papa, non reſpyndente, neque conſentiente ſacro Conctlto : 
apad Twiſden, Hiſtorical Vindication, cap. 8. p. 164. ex MS, A great part of thiis Walter de . 
—— Works, all his Chronicon, which == down to Henry the Third's death, were 
Printed this year at Oxford, and we are promiſed the reſt ſoon, 


: - $XIIL 


; the Authority of General Councils. 


$ XlI]. 1. Before we proceed to the Council of Florence, it will Council of 
be neceſſary to conſider a little the Councils of Conſtance and Baſil, © onſtance, __ 
which Bellarmin reckons amongſt the Councils that are in part on- 4 Mccccx1v 


ly approved, and that part of them which is not approved,is con- 
tradicted by the Florentize Council, the great controverſie bein g, 
whether the Pope or a Council be ſuperior : the Councils of. Con- 
ſtance and Baſil have determined in favour of Councils, and the 
Council of Florence and fifth Council of the Lareran in favour 
of Popes. 


2. To appeaſe the Schiſm between the contending Popes a The firſt 
Council met at Piſa, from whence it was removed to Conſtance, Council of 


and of the ſeveral Popes, John the Twenty third confirms the Acts wt 22 


of the Council, and ſubmits himſelf to its determination, and ſo 
is depoſed ; Gregory the Twelfth religns his pretenſions to the 
Popedom ;. Bexeditt the Thirteenth is diſclaimed by moſt of his 
own Abetters and deprived in Council. Afartin the Fifth, who 
had been preſent all along both at P;/a and at Conſtance, is choſen, 
and by his Bull confirmed all that had paſſed, as he was concern- 
ed to do, the validity of his own conſecration depending upon 


ot | 


the validity of the Councils Decrees. * The Council determins, * $efſ. 4. 5- 


<«< That the Synod lawfully aſſembled in the Holy 
« Ghoſt, making a General Council, repreſenting 
<« the Catholick Church militant, has power im- 
« mediately from Chriſt, which every one of 
© whatſoever ſtate or dignity ( even the Pope ) 
« is bound to obey, in thoſe things which belong 
©to the Faith, and the extirpation of the afore- 
« ſaid Schiſm, and the general Reformation of 
* the Church of God in its Head and Members, 
&c. It obliges * all ſucceeding Popes for ever to 
call a Council once in ten years, ordaining that 
' the next immediate Council ſhould be called at 


the end of five years, and another ſeven years after. © By Hoc Edi 
« this Edit we for ever Ena&t, Decree and Ordain , &c. IP ſanct- 
and preſcribes beſides a certain form of Profeſſion of ,,,"7 4ina- 
Faith to be uſed by all Popes for the future. Martin Þ accor- mus, 8c. 
ding to the Council's. Decree, iſſues forth his Bull for the cal- T Sef. 44- 
ling another Conncil, as he owns himſelf obliged to do by 

virtue of the ſame Decree. Laſtly, || in a ſolemn manner he | Sef: 45. 


- 


fie Dei in Capite && Membris, 
&c, * Seff. 39. 


Qurd ipſa Synodus in Spiritu 
Sanfto congregata legitime, Gene+ 
rale Conciltum faciens, Eccleſiam 
Catholicam militantem repreſen» 
tans, poteſtatem a Chriſto imme. 
diate habet , cui quilibet cujuts 
cunque ftatus vel dignitatis, ett 
Papalis exiſtat, obedire tenetur in 
his que pertinent ad fidem (f ex<- 
tirpationem dittt Schiſmatis, (5 
Reformationem generalem Eccle- 


mus, decernt- 


CON- 
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confirms the AQts of the Council, yet after all theſe Profeſſions and 
Overt-aCts,one hard word comes in and ſpoils all ; he confirms all 
that had been done Corciliariter, in a conculiary wayzand from the 
ambiguity of this Word, thoſe who are againſt the Superiority 
of Councils take adyantage to ſay, that thoſe Canons which 
determin that were never confirmed, though their Adverſaries 
have reaſon to inſiſt, that whatever the meaning of the word 
may be, yet *tis great injuſtice to exclude the moſt regular and 
unanimous Acts of the Council from the extent of it. 

' 3- Martin the Fifth, Pius the Second, and Fulizs the Second, 
did notwithſtanding ſet forth their Conſtitutions, forbidding Ap- 

peals from the Pope to a General Council, which Conſtitutt- 
ons are inſerted into the Bulia Cane Domini, though to deny the 
lawfulneſs of ſuch Appeals is .cſteemed by 
_ = __ Con. General, Lib. 2. Gerſon * no better than down right Hereſie 4 
AA ve, BE en. It is now conſtantly aſſerted to be Hereſie, 
Hereſis danmata per conflitutimem © condemned by a moſt expreſs Conſtituti- 
expreſſſſimam , &f praflicatam in © On of the Council of _ and there 
Concilio Conſtantienſi, © alſo put in practice : for- in that very 
Council the Poles appealed from Martin to 

Ne a Future Council upon this. occaſion: one 

Be . Richer. Hift.Conc. Gener, Lib. 2. Fohn Falkenburg, a Frier || , had writ a Book 
hho full of Treaſon againſt the State, and had 
laid a deſign of a Maſlacre throughout all Po- 

land : the Poles would have his Book condemned in Council, as 

it deſerved ; but Martin delired to be excuſed, he defigned no 
ſach matter ; upon which the Poles appeal, as they had reaſon ; 

and immediately upon Afartin's Conſtitution forbidding Ap- 

: peals, Gerſon publiſhed a Treatiſe among others of the ſame 
hor os $ 25. Subject under this Title , © Whether is it lawful in matters” 
. anſis files. , © of Faith to appeal from the Pope, and to Wave his Judg- 
fummo Pontifi. ment ? whercin he ſhews that Martir's Conſtitution overthrows 
ce appellare & not only the Council of Piſa and Conftance, but his own Ele- 
= Ction too ; as likewiſe the Depoſition and Renunciation of Joby 
ccrmmare. - the Twenty third, Benedift the Thirteenth, and Gregory the 
A Twelfth ; for how can a Pope be depoſed, if no appeal can be 
M4. PAM made from him ? * © When they were to Anſwer to that Ap- 
ni cum reſpon- © peal(ſays Gerſon there was drawn up, as it was commonly faid, 


dendum efſet 

lata eft, ut dicirur, in Conſiftorio Generali ac publico, quod uttimo Conſtantiz celebratum eft, minuta 

quedam ſub forma Bulle, &c. continebarque in nullo caſu licere Appellationem a Papa facere, nec es 

adicium in cauſis fidei declinare : Plane contra Legem Dei Decretaque Concilij, _ 
Il 
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&« in the laſt General and Publick Conſiſtory, which was held at 
* Conſtance, a ſhort Abltraft in the form of a Bull, &c. wherein 
<« it was affirmed, that it was lawful in no caſe to make an Ap- 
& peal from the Pope, or to decline his judgment in matters of 
© Faith ; plainly againſt the Laws of God, and the Decrees of the 
Conncil; {o that here it ſeems we have the ſame Council contra- 
dicting it ſelf. 


$ XIV. 1. The Council of Baſil, as Richerius obſerves, was The Council 


hitt the pradtick and execntive part of the Council of Conſtance, of Baſth 
MCCCCXXX1, 


and therefore in the ſecond Sefl. they lay down the fourth and 
fifth Seſl. of Conftance as the Ground and Foundation upon which 
all their proceedings were to depend. This ſtartled Pope Exge- 
nins, fo that he immediately ſent to his Legate to diſſolve this 
Council, and indiCt one at Bonoria, nnder pretence of receiving 
the Greeks there with more conveniency, and thither he would 
come and preſide in Perſon. The Cardinal St. Angelo, his Nur- 
cio, diſſuades him all he can. The Synod in the mean time 1s 
dealt with about a Diſſolution by the Biſhops of Tarentum and 
Coloſſe, but is refraftary; and in the third Seſſion deſires his 
Holineſs not to be troubleſome ; they recount to him the De- 
crees of the Council of Conſtance concerning a Council's being 
above the Pope; in a word, they tell him plainly, *tis not in 
his Power to diſſolve them. In the Twelfth Seſſion, they ſer 
him a time, in which if he think fit to joyn himſelf to the 
Council, well ; it not, they cannot help it, he muſt take what 
follows : the time ſet was at firſt ſixty days, and in the thirteenth 
Seſſion, becauſe theſe were expired, and he had not revoked his 
Bulls, whereby he pretended to have diſſvlved the Council, he 
is accuſed of Contumacy ; yet in the fourteenth Seſſion they 
were ſo kind as to enlarge the time to ninety days, and to pro- 
pp three ſeveral forms to him, by which he might acknow- 
edge the Anthority of the Council, and joyn himſelf to it. The 
Pope could not but remember how the Council of Conſtance had 
dealt with three of his Predeceſſours, and fo at laſt is brought 
to a compliance : he owns the Council to be general, and recalls 
the Bulls iſſued forth for its diſſolution, and declares them void, 
and that the Council is, and had been all along from the begin- 
ning legal, and that his Bulls to diſſolve it did not in the leaſt in- 
validate its Authority. Hereupon his Legates are admitted into 
the 


Lib.3. capils 
I. 
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the Council, but not before they had been ſworn to the Decrees 
of the fourth and fifth Seſſion of Conſtance, which define the Su- 
periority of Councils. This was done in the ſixteenth Seſſion, 
but would not ſuffice, it ſeems for in the eighteenth Seſlion they 
again repeat and renew theſe Decrees now a Fifth time, and give 
this reaſon for it, becauſe it highly concerned the whole Chri- 
ſtian World to be certified in the point that the Pope in three 
caſes is inferiour to a Council, viz. when matters of Faith, or 
the Extirpation of Schiſm, or the Reformation of the Church 
© in the Head and Members is in agitation, X 

2. Now one would imagine all had been well between the 
Pope and the Council; yet no ſooner was the Emperor Sgi/- 
mund dead, of whom he ſtood moſt in awe ; but Exgenius ap- 
points a Council at Ferrara, and that of Baſil is as angry and 
peremptory with him as ever ; and, Seſſion the twenty ſixth, 
ſends him word, that unleſs he appear either in perſon or by his 
Legate within ſixty days, they will proceed againſt him; and 
they are as good as their word, for at the end of that term of 
time, they pronounce his Bull void, and ſhew the invalidity of it 
in all particulars, inſiſting on the Council of Conftance. Seſſion 
the thirty third, they proceed yet higher; and in vindication of 
that Council pronounce all thoſe Hereticks, that deny the Su- 
periority of Councils, and hereupon pronounce Exgerizs not on- _ 
ly a Heretick, but a Heretick relapſed ; and this they did after 
the moſt ſtrict and deliberate determination,in the moſt regular 
and ſolemn manner. 

3- Thus we ſee the Decrees of the Council of Conftance were 
in five ſeveral Seſſions confirmed by this of Baſil, all which were 
ratified by Eugenius himſelf ; and Pixs the Second, in the ſame 
Bull, whereby he retrafts that which he had written for the 
Council of Baſil againſt Exgenius, formally approves the Coun- 
cil of Conſtance, without making any Exceptions, but expreſly 
own's the Authority of General Councils,as it was declared and 
defined at Conſtance; beſides, they were twice confirmed after 
Exgeriw fell off from the Council, and all thoſe were declared 
Hereticks, not excepting Exgenius himſelf, that ſhould oppoſe 
this Doftrine : ſo that in the ſenſe of this Council, and of thoſe 
that acknowledge its Authority, about half of the Roman Com- 
munion are Hereticks, and particularly Eugenivs, with all the 


Popes lince his time, ſome one or two excepted. Panormitan * in- 
deed 
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deed undertook to prove that Exgenius was no-Heretick, but was 

anſwered by Segovia ; and Almain Preſident of -the Council, and 

Panormitan himſelf afterwards wrote a Treatiſe, For the authority, p,, ,11.ri- 4s 

truth and juſtice of the Council of Baſil ; Which makes it evident, veritare & jn- 

that what he before ſaid , was rather to ſerve his Maſter the fitia, Baſile- 

King of Arragon, then Feudatory to the-Pope, than to ſpeak his ©2/s Conciliz 

own ſenſe, and indeed there were none but the Biſhops of 1taly 

and Arragon that withſtood the Decree. *Tis very well known 

how wonderfully the Popedom illuminated Pix the Second, and 

Fulian Cardinal of Santta Crux, who had been as ſtout a Cham- 

pion for the Council of Baſil, at laſt was brought over to the 

Pope's FaCtion. But I cannot ſay Panormitan dealt fo foul as theſe 

two, or as Cardinal Cuſanus * who after he had writ for the Au- * Bid. 6. 

thority of the Council of Baſil againſt Eugenius, was at laſt drawn 

over to his ſide, and was ſometime after created Cardinal by 

Nicholas the. Fifth, upon which Richeri«« has this Remark -þ, that + 15. p. 479. 

many who ſtand up in defence of the Truth while they are in a 

low condition, deſert it upon hopes of making their Fortune ; 

Preſertim deſiderio Purpure Cardinalitie ; *Eſpecially with a deſire 

& to get a Cardinals Hat. And upon this occaſion he quotes John 

Major c. 18. comment. in Mar. verſ, fin. © It WG 

<« ought not to appear ſtrange to any Body _ —_ py —_ == 

* ( ſays John Major ) that more ſhould teach 7, Fe, lin ſpe eyeing 
that the Pope is above a Council, than that a qceant, cum Papa det dignitates & 

& Council 1s above the Pope ; ſince the Pope beneficia Eccleſraftica, Concilium ve- 

« Confers Eccleſiaſtical Dignities and Benefi- 79 Mb! det: imo eſt Cenſor acerrimums 


morum , atque diſcipline ſeverioris - 


* ces; whereas a Council has nothing to give; Ap,uyr. 

«* but on the other hand, is a ſharp Cenſour 

&« of Manners and a rigid ExaQtor of ſtrift Diſcipline. * So that 

in his time the greateſt part of the Roman Communion were He- 

reticks according to the Council of BaſiPs Decree ; but in this 

Seſſion whereof we have been ſpeaking, Almain tells || Panormi- | 142. p.455. 
tan, © That it was not fo truly aſſerted by Panormitan, that Minus etiam 
< they had more Biſhops of their ſide, when even thoſe who _ - 
« openly declare for them, talk quite otherwiſe in their own j,,s, þatere 


« Houſes amongſt their Friends than when they ſpeak in the Zpiſcopor ſua- 

” rum partium, 
cum illi ipft, quos aſſeclas habet, longe aliter inter privatos parietes cum familiaribus, quam in publico 
Seſfionum (5 4ionum Theatro loaqui, (F dicere ſoleant ſe libertate dicende ſententie non pollere, & a 
principibus ſuis prepedirt metu amittendorum Temporalium , ; 
© public 
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<« public Theatre of the Seſſions and Aftions of the Council, and 
<« they uſed to ſay, that they had not Power to declare their Opi- 
< nions freely and that they were reſtrain'd by their own Princes, 
<« for fear of loſing their Temporalities.He means the Biſhops of 
Jraly and Arragon, for all the reſt were for the Decree of the 


| Sef- 33 three Verities ||, as they are termed, of Catholic Faith, where- 
by ?tis pronounced Hereſie to maintain the Pope's Authority 
above that of a General Council. 

| Sefl. 39. || The Council of Baſil proceed to the Eleftion of a New Pope, 
and make choice of Felix the Fifth, though he ſoon after reſign'd 
upon the valuable conſideration of being made Dean of the Col- 
lege of Cardinals, and perpetual Legate of the Apoſtolic See for 
all Germany. 

Councilof &g 15, 1. By this means Egenixs the Fourth was at Liberty to 

_ call the Council of Florence, and to carry all things at his pleaſure 

_ init. Thither the Greeks are invited to enſlave themſelves to the 

Secunduam Pope rather than tothe Turk, and by pawning their Conſciences 


Labbe, to ſave their Bodies and Eſtates. The buſineſs had been in Agi- 


tation under Martin the Fifth, who ſent his Nincio to Conſt anti- 

nople to prepare matters, and he beſpeaks the Greek Emperour and 

| the Patriarch in a very | magnificent Style, 

Py ago my & 9d <& The moſt Holy and molt Bleſſed, who | 
.lgrny, tn cacceſſor Perri, ©* þas the Diſpoſal of Heaven, who is Lord 
Chriftus Domini Dominus Univerſi, © on Earth, the Succeſſor of St. Peter, the 
Regum Pater, Orbis Lumen, ſum. © Chriſt of the Lord, the Lord of the Uni- 


Pantifex, Papa Martinus Divi- 7 
nn its Qnintur, mandas VEE» the Father of Kings, the Light of 


mihi Maziftro Antonio Maſſano, &yc. © the World, the Chief Biſhop Martin V. 
Aa Conc, Senenf. ap. Richer, L. 3, ©** by Divine Providence Pope, commands 
p. 289, © me Mr. Maſſanus,&c, This Nuncio 


when he had done his Preamble, and wiped his Mouth, tells 
the Emperour that his Embaſſadours at Rome * had deſired an 
Union of the Greek, and Latin Churches : but the Emperour 
in return ſays that his Embaſſadours went beyond their Com- 
miſſion if ever they propoſed an Union with the Roman Church 
in general Terms ; bot that which they had in Command was 
only thus much, to procure a General Council, after the order 
y Hiſt. Conc and manner of the Seven Holy General Councils, and then the 
Florent.” Con. Holy Ghoſt would confirm it, and eſtabliſh -it into a peace. 
cl, Vd,13. In the time of Exgenixs the Fourth the Greeks came ||, and _ 

. prelled 


* Ibid. 
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preſſed by importunity and ſubtilty, and wrought upon by con- 

venient management to conſent to- more than ever they d end, , 

or than their Church would afterwards own. Beſſarion Arch- 

biſhop of Nice, and 1fdore Archbiſhop of Theſſalorica for their 

good ſervices were created Cardinals, but not a Greek * would * vid. rift. 
ever own this Council, except thoſe few that were | ary at it, Conc. Florear, 
and ſubſcribed it, being over-ruled by more perſuative kind #4 

of Arguments than any Marcus Epheſins and his party could pro- 

duce. I ſhall enter into no long ſtory of this Council, 'tis ſaf- 

ficient that it contradicts the Councils of Conſtance and Baſ! in 

the point of the Pope's Supremacy, and that it was its main bu- 

finels and deſign to rontradi them, Bellarmin, Poſſevin, Binius, 

Dwvall, &c. maintain: that the Decrees of the Council of Co»- 

ſtance and Baſil are nulled by a contrary Decree at Florence, 

though Bellarmin and Duvall, as Richerizs obſerves 1, retract 4 Lib. 3.c. 9. 
what they have ſaid, and contradi&t themſelves, yet ſtill they $4- 
exclaim againſt all that adhere to the Decrees of theſe two 

Councils as Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, though ſometimes in a 

fit of good nature they would fain offer ſomething in their ex- 

cuſs. Duvall * makes no more account of the Council of Ba#! » pig. p.535. 
- than of the ſecond of Ephe(+#s, but Bellarmin * allows it to have * Vid. Bel- 
been lawfull till the Depoſition of Exgenizs, though he adviſed rm- de Con- 


ſthat this Council ſhould be left out of the Roman Edition as = =} 


ſpurious. "Ihig. p. 669. 


2. 'Tis pretended of late that the Council of Florence does not 
ſet up the Pope above a General Council*; though the ſame Au- * Launoy 


thor tells us, that the Cardinal of Zorain underſtood it otherwiſe £pift. Part.z, 


in his Commonitoriam to Pope Pim the Fourth *, For the Cardinal 7 Thom: 
in the name of the whole French Clergy alledges this as the rea- \, 72. apud 
ſon, why the Councils of Conftarce and Baſi/ are received in F. wallh's 
France, but that of Florence rejected, as neither Legal nor Gene- Letter to the 
ral, becauſe in Fraxce ,tis held, that the Pope 1s ſubject to a 5/*2, 4 
General Council, and thoſe who teach otherwiſe are accounted b. 282. 
Hereticks:: and he moreover affirms , that -the French would 
ſooner loſe their lives, than depart from this Do@tine and ad- 
mic of the Titles beſtowed upon the Pope in the Council of 
Florence, And this is-enough to ruine for ever the-credit ofthe 

il of Florence with ſober men, whatever fine expoſitions 
may be now put -upon it by ſome, that the whole French Nati- 


en declared againſt it, as neither Len nor General, | 
: $ XVI. 
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The fifth $ XVI. 1. The laſt Council of the Lateras is yet rather more 
Council of - 6bnoxious than that of Florence, For the ſecond Council of Pi/a 
_ ** was owned and defended as General: by the French; and t 
—=:.  Sorbon deputed thiee of their Body * to write againſt Cajeran on 
The ſecond the point, viz. Almain, Major, and another,..whoſe Book Riche- 
Council of ij (aw in Manuſcript, befides the learned Diſcourſe of Philip- 
4 = us Decius, which Richerias gives at large. This ſecond Council 
Hiſt, Con, held at Piſa was called by the Emperour and the King of France, 
Gen. Lib. q. and by the Pope himſelf, as far as the obligation of his moſt ſo- 
Part. 1.c.2- Jemn Promiſe and Oath could contribute towards it ; but the , 
phe Pope would be held by no ſuch Ties. The Council charge 
him with Perjury, the Pope tells them they are a company of 
Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, and they are not behind-hand with 
him, for in their complaint to Maximilian, they tell him, «that 
of all the wicked things which had been wont to be done by 
Popes, there never was ſuch a thing, as this, in which 7alizs 
* 14. Lib, 4; had exceeded the worſt of his own Ations, as well as of his 
Part. 1.c. 2. Predeceſſours *, they charge him with breach of Promiſe and 
"IN of his Oath, and make the greateſt Villain 
4 uid enim jon " nu 4 of him that = __ * For what can be 
C& ( , yi": © now expected worſe, or more pernicious 
— mraf obaths ds the Chriſtian Commonwealth , than 
| * Chriſt's Vicar himfelf > though they all -- 
SanZifimu. this while give him the Title of ft hoh. 7ulins the Second 
had ſworn to call a Council within two years, but refuſed to 
call it any where but at Rowe, and thereupon appoints one in 
the: Lateran to oppoſe this at Piſa. The Council of Pi/a proteſt 
againſt theſe proceedings; and declare that 71izs is of a violent 
| and heady temper, and had ſuch a force of Souldiers about 
" Apolog., him ?, that they durſt not venture thicher, nor durſt they (6 
Conc. Piſani mach as mention the calling of a Council, while they were at 
rang Rome; in fine, after a horrid' charge and declaration of all his 
© 2. ** crimes, they proceed to ſuſpend his Holineſs, as they call him, 
in the very Act of Suſpenſion, 

2. 'Tis true, the King of France and all the French Clergy af- 
ter the death of 7/i»: renounced the Council of Pia, and adhe- 
red to the fifth of theLateran under Leo the Tenth,but whether this 
were not-more conſiſtent with their Intereſt , than with their - 
Principles, any man-may ſee, that reads the As of the J wen 

ergy 
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Clergy afterwards, and conſiders that the Pi/as Council procee- 
ded all along upon the Decrees of Comftance and Baſil, and that 
the abrogation of the Pragmatick Sanftion in the Council of La- 
teran Was but ill received at Paris, infomuch that the Sorbo» made 
an Appeal againſt the Concordate in vindication of the Decrees 
of Conſtance and Baſil and the whole Clergy of France appeal 
from the Pope in the Council of the Zateran, © to a Pope better 


Ad F apam 


* adviſed, and to a future General Council which ſhould be law- ;,j;us conſul 


* fully aſſembled. 


tum, ( fu- 
turum Conct- 


lium Generale legitime congregandum. Richer. Hiſt. 1. 4. Part, 2. c.1. $ 8. þ. 25+ 


3. Here we have the French Clergy firſt 
maintaining the Council of Piſa then 
renouncing it, * and at laſt they-pro- 
* teſt'in the name of the whole Gallican 
* Church, as well Ecclefiaſticks as Seculars, 
* of whatſoever degree, 'ſtate and dignity 
© they are, who were in the Aſſembly at P:- 
* a, that now in obedience to the Apoſtoli- 
* cal commands, and the King of France's ex- 


— denique Proteſtantur ſe no- 
mine totius Eccleſie Galticane tum 
Eccleſiafticorum tum Secularium, cu» 


juſcumque ſint gradiis. flatiis CF dig- . 


nitatis, qui in Piſana interfuerunt Con- 
gregatione , obtemperando mandatis 
Apoſtolicis & Regis Franciz exhor- 
tattombus, Pilano conventut jam diſ- 
ſoluto renunciare, & Larterano Con- 
cilio adherere. a 


* hortations, they renounce the Aſſembly at 
* Piſa which is now diſſolved, and ſtand by the Lateras Coun- 
© cilz this was 24 the fifth, MDXTV ; and in 24ay MDXVIE. they 
renounce.the Council of the Lateran and appeal to another, when 
nothing new, that appears, had happened in either of the Coun- 
cils, to make this alteration : for that of Pi/a proceeded always 
upon the ſame grounds, and alledged the Councils of Conſtance 
and Bail in its juſtification 3 that of the Zateran drove the ſame 
courſe under 7«/ius the Second, and Leo the Tenth, as the French 
Clergy ſay in their Appeal from it,. onely the neceſſity of the 
King's Affairs forced him to yield, and his whole Clergy with 
him. Bur if the acknowledging or diſclaiming of Councils be 
onely a matter of ſtate, and-changeable with every turn of Af- 
fairs, 'tis eafie to ſee how much certainty we can have of a Coun- 
cil's being General, when in the ſpace of three years the Council 
of Piſa (hall be General, and then diſavowed by the very Mem- 
of it, and another received in its ſtead, and then this as 
much diſclaimed as the former 3 and that of Pi/a ſhall afterwards 
be again owned in derogation to the 2 Council, —_ 
» 2 e 
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An Hiftoricat Examination of 
liſhed out of the French King's Library with the ſpecial Privil 
of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, MDCXII. Fr _ 

4. Bellarmin himſelf|| feems to confeſs that there is ſome reaſon 
to doubt of the Authority of this laſt Council of the Laterar, and 
Davall in his Book De Swprema Poteftate Pape againſt Vigorins, Ri- 
cherius and others that deny its Adthority, durk not be poſj- 
tive in the main difficulty concerning the Bull of Leo the Tenth, 
how far and to what that obligeth, but, as Richerizs obſerves 2, 
plays Childrens ſport, he builds Caſtles with Nutſhels, and then 
plucks them down again. . 

5- There were ſcarce eighty in it in all, of which about ſixty 
onely were Biſhops, and of theſe a great part 7ta/ians, and none 
from Frazce, nor * no Embafſadour. It was compoſed, fays the 
Advocate of Parliament ©, of a few Halian Biſhops, who had 
no other aim but the ruine of our Canonical Elections, and 
8painſt which the French have always proteſted, as it is to be 
ſeen by the Hiſtory of the Concordate by M. Du Pay. 


& XVII. 1. Weare come at laſt to the famous decreeing, refor- 
ming, defining Council of Trent,- which is fo well known, that 
very little needs here be ſaid of it. The French Clergy, it muſt 
be confeſſed, and all others who maintain the Pope to be fub- 
je to a General Council, are extremely obliged to Pope Pi: 
the Fourth : for, if we believe Cardinal Pall-vcizi, and the 
Guide in Controverſies who ſays it after him, that Pope had nine 
parts of ten in the Council ready to vote the Pope {uperiour to 
2 General Council, and yet ſuffered the Controverſie to con- 
tinue as it was. And indeed the Pope, if he had found no 
other reſtraints upon him, but what were in the Council might 
have done his pleaſure in any thing : for there were CLXXxvir. 
ttalians, and but LXXXI1L of other Nations, ſo that the /talians 
exceeded all other Nations beſides by CIV. a ſmall number to ſe- 
cure a caſting Vote, who then can deny, that the Pope was in- 
fallible in the Council of Trex, and was abſolutely certain to 
gain his poine ; | 

2. But I ſhall onely obſerve, that the Decrees of Reforma- 
tion are not in force to this day in France, becauſe they are 
thought to encroach upon the Privileges of the Galica» Church, 
and therefore whenever 4 the Aſſembly of the Clergy or King- 
dom of France have dealt- with the King about the —_ 

. an 


. 
» 


the Authorit 'y of General Countils. 


and Publication of that Countil, they have always put in an 
Exception to reſerve the Liberties of the Galioan Church entire. 


And in the © Low Comntries when Margaret Dutcheſs of Parma, * 1d. p. 349. 


then Governeſs there, required the Magiſtrates of every Province 
to make ſearch, whether any thing in the Decrees of the Coun- 
cil of Trent were contrary to the Rights of his Catholick Maje- 
ſty, or to the ancient cuſtoms of their Countrey, they animad- 
verted upon ſeveral Chapters, particularly upon C. 5. Sefſ. 24. 
(which the French likewiſe particularly except againſt) and they 
ſaid it was an Innovation , and the King might infift upon his 
Ancient _ 

3. I think nothing can be a greater Evidence, that this Coun- 
cil was not General than the appotting of National Churches 
in behalf of their particular Privileges in points of Reformation : 
for a General Council may undoubtedly preſcribe to particular 
Churches in matters of Diſcipline, as the firſt General Councils 
did, and oblige them to a compliance for the peace and benefit 
of the whole; and the Council muſt be judge what is moſt con- 
ducing to that end. To deny this Authority to a Genel Coun- 
cil is plainly to lay its. Authority quite aſide, and to receive one- 
ly as much of it as particular Churches ſhall think fit: for it 
were an extravagant thing to demand abſolute obedience and 
ſubmiffion in matters of Faith, when points of Diſcipline are 
inſiſted upon againſt the expreſs Decrees of the Council: a 
Council may err in Do&rine, but if it have any Authority, this 
muſt extend at leaſt to points of Diſcipline, which are in them- 
ſelves indifferent, and may be altered, as it ſhall ſeem moſt con- 
ducing to the good of the whole Church. Conſtantine after the 
Council of Nice not onely determined the Controverlie againſt 
Arius, but the time of keeping of Eaſter, and other things of Or- 
der and Diſcipline, to which all Churches ſubmitted, whatever 
eager Debates they had had amongſt themfelves before. The 
erecting the Churches of Conſtantinople and eruſalem into Patriar- 
chares, and the ſettling of Church-Government was performed 
in the four firſt General Councils, yet nothing was objected 
aggind the Authority of Councils in ſuch Aﬀairs, nor did the 

hurches placed under the Patriarchates of 7eru/alem and Conſtan- 
tinople inſiſt upon their particular Privilegesz onely the Church 
of Rome was unwilling to have Conſtantinople equalled to her (elf, 
and therefore made a troubleſome but fruitleſs oppoſition in the 
Council of Chalcedor. | 4, But 
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4. But if at this day the Chutch of France be io jealous of her 
Privileges in matters of Diſcipline, w':2 have much more reaſon 
to be careful! of the Privileges of our common Chriſtianity in 
matters of Faith ; if ſhe inſiſt that her Biſhops have Authority 
to decide the Cauſe Majores-i. e. all Debates ariſing, whether in 
matters of Faith-or Diſcipline, according to the Decrees of Ge- 
neral Councils ; how can it be denied us to defead the Anci- 
ent Faith according to General Councils cruly ſuch? if they re- 
jet the Decrees of Reformation, how ſhall we ſubſcribe Pope 
Pixs's Creed ? nay how ſhall they ſubſcribe it? not by virtue 
- of any obligation from this Council but becauſe they otherwiſe 
think the Articles of it True; and fcr the contrary reaſon we 
cannot ſubſcribe them becauſe we think them falſe : fo that the 
Authority of the Council of Trent is really Jaid aſide on both 
hands, and the merits of the cauſe muſt be the onely thing in 
Debate. For to ſay that a General Council properly ſpeaking 
cannot abridge a particular Church of her Privileges, is to ſay 
+that a particular Church is above a General Council, ar at leaſt 
exempt,from its Juriſdiction. This is well enough underſtood 
at Rome where Gerbais's Book in defence of the Gallican Privileges 
is condemned. | . " 


S XVIII. I have done now with their Councils ; and. have 
ſhewn how far Papiſts themſelves have been from thinking them 
infallible, or from ackhtowledging moſt of them to be General, 
whatever credit they may have gained by the ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition of latter Ages, when every Aſſembly of Biſhops 
greater than ordinary was eſteemed a General Council, and eve- 
ry General Council voted it elf infallible. For 'tis certain that 
in the moſt ignorant Ages, they firſt fanſied themſelves infal- ' 
lible, and then took the liberty .to ſay and doe what: they 
thought fit, and ſo- impoſed many ſuperſtitious conceits and 
oainfal Projets on the world for infallible Truths. It now 
remains onely to conſider, whether we can meet with any bet- 
ter ſatisfaRtion from the conſent of the preſent Roman Church, 
and to enquire whether there be any expedient to reconcile 
theſe differences concerning the Authority of their ſeveral Coun-- 
cils: But here we are © far at a loſs, that we find them in no- 
thing more di ing, than in the very Fundamental Point, 
vpon which all Authority of Councils depends ; and fo dif- 

agreeing 


the Authority of General Councils. 


greeing in this, they muſt be at an eternal diſageement con- 
cerning the Councils themſelves. For ſome making the Po 

. above a General Council, -others a General Council above the 
Pope, and a third fort making them co-ordinate z thoſe that 
place infallibility in the Pope alone, have little reaſon to gggard 
a Council; and thoſe that place it in a Council alone, do upon 
occaſion as little reſpe& the Pope, . or judge of General Coun- 
cils by Bellarmin's Rule, and ſeek no farther than for the Pope's 
confirmation 3 but thoſe that think it is in neither ſeparately, 
can — in the Determinations neither of Pope nor Coun- 
cil, unleſs they both concur unanimouſly in their Determinati- 
ons; and whoever make the Church diffuſive to be the Judge 
of what Councils are General, and what are not fo, are ſtill at 
a wider diference from all the reſt. 


$ XIX. Our Engliſh Papiſts ſeem generally to be of the laſt - 


Opinion, placing the Authority of the Church in the Agree- 
ment of the Pope with a General Council, but making the Au- 


thority of General Councils to depend. upon the Reception of 


the Church diffuſive, hereby placing the Authority, Executively, 
oftly in General Councils confirmed by the Pope, but funda- 
mentally and radical in the Church , upon whoſe Approbation 
all deperids, put by Church they underſtand onely > govern- 
ing part of it, and ſuch as would have had a-right to vote, if 
They had been aflgmbled in Council.. This is the Dodtrine ad- 
vanced in the Book ſo much valued by our Engliſh Papiſts, 
The Guide in Controverſies, and becauſe this way has moſt Artifice 
- and Amuſement in it, they are willing to put the iflue here, 
though moſt of their Prieſts muſt needs have great Prejudices 
againſt it from a foreign Education : For the 'French are of the 
__ opinion , and the Pope with all his Adherents of the 


rſt. 

How well the Gid&s Hypotheſis has been 2cSepted abroad, 
I am not. able to ſay ; but it will be beſt gueſſed at by the con- 
teſt that has been about the two other opinions, whether the 
Parties ſeem inclinable to admit of the Gnide as a Reconciler. 


$ XX. The 7e/wites are for no leſs than a Perſonal Infallibilicy 
in the Pope, and that in matters of Fat. This is the Diſpute 


fo hotly debated of late years between them. and the 7an/eni/t-. 


r 
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For the Pope having condemned five Propofftions in a Poſthu: 
mous Book of 7anſeniue, entituled Aug»ſtinus, Forms were drawn 
up to be ſubſcribed under pain of Excommunication, though * 
the Propoſitions could no -where be found in that Book. But 
as ths Flatterers of the Court of Rome firſt raiſed the Pope above 
a al Council to ſecure him againſt the Reformation in 
Capite & Membris, which the other Biſhops have ſo often requi- 
red, {o the 7eſuites have extended his Infallibility yet farther, 
even to matters of Fact, and fo whatever he determins muſt be 
right in all caſes. It was upon theſe grounds, that Subſcription 
was to be made to the five Propoſitions by the Seculars and by 
the Regulars of both Sexes, and was enforced not onely by the 
Donn, Ta by the Gallican Church. Notwithſtanding, certain 


Divines, and the Nuns of the Are Ryal refuſed to make the 
Subſcription enjoyned, not that they made any ſcruple of the 
Do&rine it ſelf, which they were-required to acknowledge, but 
becauſe the contrary to it was no where to be found in the 
Book condemned, but the Pope, they ſaid, had been impoſed 
upon by thoſe -who- pretended to hawe taken the Propoſitions * 


out of that Book. Hereupon aroſe a Controverfie concerging 
the Infallibility of the Charch and of the Pope, the feſwites mairſfai- 
ning that the Pope cannot be miſtaken in a matter of FaR, 
. and that therefore the Propoſitions are in that Bavk : whatever 
ordinary Readers may think of it, his Holineſs has determiried 
f Les Tmagi- 10, and he cannot be miſtaken. For they * make no (cruple to 
naires Cy les affert, that the Pope is as infallible in matters of Fa&, as our 
' Saviour himſelf, that he ſaw with the eyes of the Church, as 

de la fy bu- they phraſe it, and diſcovered thoſe Propoſitions by the illumi- * 
maine. 03«- nation of the Holy Ghoſt. This is but what the 7e/xires main- 
vo 2 Cologne tained in that famous Theſis of Decemb. 12. MDCLXT. in the 
4 "i College of Clermont as a Catholick Truth repugnant to the Greek 
EY Hereli conqgning the Primacy of the Pope, viz. That Jeſus 
Chriſt hath given to all Popes, whenever they ſhall ſpeak & Ca- 

thedra, the (ame infallibility himſelf had, both in matters of 
Right and of Fat. The Nuns of the Port Rya/, and all others 

that refuſed to ſign the Formulary wherein the five Propoſitions . 
of 7anſenins are condemned, were uſed with great ſeverity, and 
the Archbiſhop of Pari« would not be difluaded from impoſing 
the Subſcription. But however the Church of France might 
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ſtand affeted towards the Pope at that time and in that affair ; 
yet the opinion againſt the Pope's Infallibility is fo generally 
maintained in that Church, that it is almoſt peculiar to it, and 
is termed 8 by the 7eſwits, Sententia Parifienfir, A. D. MDCLX XXII, & New He- 
the French Clergy in a Synod held at Paris determined that a refie of the 
General Council is above the Pope , according to the Dectees 74's P79. 
of the fourth and fifth Seffions of the Council of Conrſtarce. 
Againſt this Determination Emanxel 4 Schelſtrate, the preſent Fa- 
Hican Library-keeper wrote a Book printed at Antwerp, An. Dom. 
MDCLXXXIilt. wherein he endeavours to ſhew from ancient Ma- 
nuſcripts, that thoſe Decrees of the Council of Conftance, which 
have paſſed ſo long upon the World for authentick , and were 
{o often approved and confirmed in the Council of Baſil , are 
notwithſtanding falſe ; and he ſticks not to affirm, that they 
were partly falſified by the Council of Ba#/, and partly obtru- 
ded upon the Council of Conſtance , againſt the conſent of a 
great number in it, and in the abſence of others , and fo have 
been impoſed upon the Church ever ſince in ſo many Editions 
and by ſo many Licences and Approbations , icularly by 
the Bull of Pau! the Fifth , before the Reman Edition of the 
Councils, and had the good luck never to be diſcovered by any 
before himſelf, when he now ſets himſelf to oppoſe the Deter- 
mination of the French Clergy. 

2. But M. Sche/frate is not the onely man that oppoſed the 
Galliican Church in this Controverſie. For George Szelepechemy 
Archbiſhop of Gra» and Primate of Hwngary pur forth his Syn- 
odical Letter containing -a Cenſure of the four Propoſitions, in 
which ® is this aſſertion, 4d /olam ſedem Apoſtolicam divino immu- * Vide Notas 
tabili privilegio ſpeitat, de controverſiis Fidei 7udicaze, * It onely be- 7, Comte: 
* longs to the Apoſtolick See, by a Divine immutable Privilege, ,. —_— 
© to judge of Controverſies of Faith. And he, with his Bi- Cleri Galbca- 
ſhops were (o zealous in the defence of that Do&rine, that they 7 ap«d Ed- 
profeſs in the concluſion they would ſpend the laſt drop of their —_— — 
Bloud, rather than depart in the leaſt from it. This Propoſition grin. may. 
7an. 30. MDCEXXXIT. the Parliament of Paris delivered to M. E4- Schol. Pariſ. 
mund Pirat, Syndick of the Faculty, to be examined, which when - 
the Faculty had received from him , on the firſt of February they 
choſe certain of their body to wap br confider the Point, and 
then after due deliberation to give their Judgment upon it. This 
they did March the firſt, an ——_ , for three _— to- 

| gether, 
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—_— in their ſeveral Afemblies , which were no Jeſs chan 
five in number, the Queſtion apo eyt was o be wo. 
puted upon; and when they had by chisweans thr 

and concluded the Controverſie, they declared, op _ 

ſitiog , as it excludes Bifhops and General Councik from 
Authority which they have immediately from Chrift in judging 
in matters -of-Faith is raſh , erroneous, contrary to the practice 

of the Church and to the Word of God, as well nat 
ſtant Doctrine of the Faculty. This anſwer the Faculty of the 
Snkogs ve yoo we queſtion Cates eighteenth, and then review- 
ing it to following, med it moreover from the ſeveral 
GISY which had been formerly paſſed by their Body in this 
pr former er gee poem; o oc Tony page Thus that Reverend and 
Cenſura ſa- Learned Soclky "nn moſt deliberate and folemn determi- 
©* Trl nation that could be & rhe moſt made in any caſe. But the con- 
Pariſ.addan- froverſie would not end here : for wee? Authour under the 
dum Senatui name of Exgenize Lombardus cook the Propoſitions neo Exa Examina- 
—_— tion NDCLXXXY. and open £0 pom that the 
propſ- Pope has Authority to depole Ki he is above a Gene- 
ral yy that he is Infallible when he nm 6 Cathedra, 
he can o bra with Oaths and Vows made to God A]- 


tiret, Parifi- _—_— _ M. Maimboury anſwered M. £chel- 


B, 168 ſtrate, bur elſes ” yed the year following , and ſo the dif. 
unleſs we can ſu the defence of 
uld dye "with Maimboxrg , and no body elſe 

ſhould be found to defend the a Church of Fraxce 
againſt the Catholick Church of Rome, Schelfrate quotes Nine 
Manuſcripts of the Council of Conftarce , and Aim hy Ten) ; 

whach- is very fpciing , the Manuſcripts on bo 
have all the Appearance of Authentick which can be de- 
, - _= —_ __ _ own Cn who is a wa 
ry able in matters : But Afaimbonrg has out quot 

him by one, and whether it be in confidence of this odds, or 
for ſome other reaſon, he is poſitive, that the Decrees of a 
General Council are valid without the confirmation of the 
_ But M. Sy) og has one Argument which indeed is 
it makes a remarkable diſcovery of the 

Artifices of the Court of Rev for he aſfured the fame Perſon, 
that at the very /ame time in which the neceſſity of their Aairs 
obliged P. Martin to \ (09: pdrrwanbadetzan + 
Baſil, 
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Baſil , he contrived a ſecret Bull, which in another Age might 
be made uſe of , to weaken the Authority of the general Con- 
firmation 3 and withall M.Sche/#ra:e promiſed him a fight of the 
- Original of this Bull. 


$ XXII. Thus we fee that notwithſtanding the glorious pre- 
tenſions to Unity and the Advantages of an Infallible Church 
ſo much ; 7 g—_ : = —_— oy Hey ap bo 
many and fo great, rhat it 1s \'F pompous thing , that 
may ſerve them to boaſt of, bur is otherwiſe of no uſe. For 
we have at this day the 7e/vires againſt the Zanſeniſts 3 M. Schet- 
ſtrate againſt M. Maimboarg ;, and Nine Manuſcripts againſt Te» , 
the Archbiſhop of Gras againſt the Archbi of Parisz and 
the Synod of Hungary againſt that of France. idſt fo much 
oppoſition, how ſhall we hope to find any agreement? The 
grand Debate between theſe two contending Parties is, wherher 
the Pope or a General Council ſhould have the Preheminence? 
There is but one way more of diſagreement poflible in this mat- 
- ter; which is, that neither Pope nor Council is ſuperiout, but 
that the joint Definitions of bothvare infallible : this way the 
Gnide in Controverſies and his Followers hete in Eng/and take, If 
the nature of the ching would admit any more differences of 
opinion, they would: undoubtedly be as numberlefs as chey are 
oppoſite, in 2 diſpute which has ſo much of Prejadice and In- 
tereſt, and: ſo lirtle of Reaſons or Scripture in! ir. Neicher is 
there any way to reconcile theſe contrary DoQrines, unleſs they 
would all conclude in that, which they all help © prove, »z. 
That there is no ſuch thing 4s an Infallible 7udge or Guide here on Earth, 
The Pope in the mean while, whem one would think it moſt 
concerns to interpoſe his Authority and decide the difference , 
wy by as Neuter., countenancing' and- encouraging the one, 

not by any Authoricative A& voip other opinion: 
And indeed how is it poſſible: for him by his Authority to de- 
cide the Controverſie; when: his Authority is the very thing in 
controverſie ? 

When, I ſay, there is no way beſides of diſagreement poſſi- 
ble in this matrer, I ſpeak onely' of the Point now before us, 
and. wonldi not be'thought by any: means to-exclude'the'Infallt- 
bilicy of Oral Tradirion; nor the Infallibility of the Chutch: dif- 
falive, including every member - it, nor any other Infallibili- 

- ty, 
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ty, which can be named, but theſe are diſliked as much by Pa- 
iſts abroad as wy are by Proteſtants at home , and are utter- 
Fo inconſiſtent with the Authority of Councils. 


$ XXIIT. From what has been ſaid, I ſuppoſe it evident, that 
General Councils cannot be relyed upon as Infallible', if there 
were no other reaſon againſt it but this , that it is ſo uncertain 
and doubtfull which Councils are General. And I can foreſee 
nothing that can be objected againſt this Conſequence, but that 
the Council of 7rent comprehends all che reſt, and is inftead of 
All. Which indeed magaifies the Council of Trent very much, 
but is not ſo much for the credit of all the General Councils be- 
fore itz for, beſides that the Council of 7rent grounds many of 
Definitions upon the Authority of General Councils that 
went before, I conceive that all who lived three hundred years 
ago were as much to know what Councils were Ge- 
netal as any > Ay be at thisday, and an Infallibility which 
could be of little or no uſe till fince the Council of Trent is 
—_— ſuſpicious, unleſs we had better proof than the Au- 
thority of that Council to recommend it. I have ſhewn that 
that Gr il it ſelf is not received in France as a General Coun- 
cil, but onely its Docrines acknowledged for true, as they were 
acknowledged, they tell us, before the Councils fitting : for any 
thing farther they defire to be excuſed. And how can that 
Council be General enough to be Infallible, which is not fo far 
General as to oblige a particular Church in points of Diſcipline ? 
'Tis apparent from the account I haye given of them , that we, 
have but the fonr or at the moſt but the ſix firſt General-Coun- 
cils without Exceptions ,. and thoſe moſt of them very conſide- 
rable too, ſo that when all is done, we have no reaſon that-I can 
ſee, not to be contented with our ancient Creeds, and the Coun- 
cils of the firſt Ages which have been _ Yo by all,. be- 
cauſe they reach the Faith neceſlary to the Salvation of all, 
while others, which have taught ſome particular fancies , have 
found a ſuitable reception, 


$ XXIV. But if all the eighteen Councils were as General as 


they are ded to be , yet it is no good Conſequence , that 
they are.infallible. I could never yet ſee any Grounds from An- 
tiquity to beheve the Infallibility of General Councils: I am 


ſure 


— OO —————— 
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fare St. A»ftin * could believe no ſuch thing, when he affirms , * De Bapriſ- 
that later General Councils may correct the Errours of the for- CC 
mer in that known place. Nor Gregory the Great, who equals ,,,". 

the four firſt General Councils to the four hn > but none be- 1 7;&.r, c:24+ 
fides , and thereby puts a manifeſt difference between General 

Councils, and ſo could not hold all to be infallible. If we meet 

with high Expreſſions in the Fathers concerning the extraordi- 

nary aſhiſtence of the Holy Ghoſt in General Councils, I know 

no man but will acknowledge it, if they ſay, that the Holy 

Spirit did effeually guide them in the Truth , this is no more 

than we always profeſs to believe , that the Firſt Councils did 

determine Infallible Truths , and ſo were nor miſtaken in their 
Determinations , but it is but an ill conſequence. to fay , that 

they could not be miſtaken, becauſe they were not, or that all 

ſucceeding Councils cannot poſſibly err, becauſe the firſt Councils 

actually did not err. 


; 

$ XXV. lr is not pretended that General Councils are Infal- 
lible in matters of Diſcipline , yet I am confident many Ex: 
prefſions of the Ancients run as high for theſe as for matters of 
Faich. The firſt Council that ever was, that of the Apoſtles 
themſelves, 48. XV. was about matters of Diſciplinez and, as 
the Apoſtles there write, 1t /zemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to 
 , {o the following Councils were prone they had imme- 

diate directions from the Holy Ghoſt in things of this nature , $ Tomas 8h 
which made the Emperour Conſtantine * the Great, after the g,,,7241., 
Council of Nice, urge the uniform obſervation of Eafter in the gautus N- 
ſame Terms and from the ſame Arguments as to matter of Au- x44 # 
thority that they uſed to enforce the Nicene Creed. And after- ©ts x8 21,4 

wards f Leo the Firſt, writing againſt the twenty eighth Canon of Jeu *5 < 
Chalcedon, infiſts , that it contradicted the Conſtitution of Vice, aus+ was 38 
which was ordained by the Holy Ghoſt. s m S'& 
© Tas 31915 
WW 'Emoomey awndeios megie), Tem wes # trier Binnny Go # dyageegr , Nd 
Tin Toit s3am)ois nw) dSngois upoionhes mt mea y hee nd» x, * agneienuifoy Aigev 
| 145 apameny Tis dw rms huiggs, So NysR T3 x; Danituy igoind]e. Euſeb. de Vita 
Conſtantinl, lib. 3. cap. 20. Þ Tanquam relevant nequeat , ' quod illicit# waluerit multitud® , 
& illa Nicznorum Canonum per Spiritum vero Sanftum ordinata canditio in aliqua unquam parte 
fit ſolubilis, ( Leo Epiſt. ad Anatol. ) in omnibus Eccleſiis his Legibus obſequentesr, que 
- —_— Sacerdotum per CCCXVIITL. Antiftites Spirits Santis inflituit, (idem 

CNETIAM, 


$ XXVI. 
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 $ XXVI. 1. For my patt, I cannot but think it 2 great pre- 
grins to imagin , that the Councils of latter times ſhould 
- equal thoſe of the primitive Ages. For as the Ancients had grea- 
ter advantages than after Ages could have, to know what the 
Apoſtles taught, and. how they explained their own Writings 
by their private Diſcourſes and their Sermons , and by their 
Pra&tice: ſo methinks it is highly reaſonable to Bb that 
they had gteater affiſtences, from above. For it ſeems requiſite 
and agreeable to God's methods. of tranſacting with mankind, 
10 afford eminent abilities. to inſtruct men fully ia Chriſtianity, 
to thoſe on whom he beſtowed a power of working Miracles 
eo convince the World of the Truth of it 5 and we muſt in rea- 
ſon conclude their Wiſedom in. underſtanding the Scriptures , as 
well as their Miracles to atteſt.it , and their Courage and Pati- 
ence in ſuffering for it to have been ſupernatural. This cannot 
be denyed of the Apoſtles themſelves : And as it pleaſed God 
not to let Miracles ceaſe till he: had raiſed up men of great Patts 
and Learning to undertake the Defence of his Religion , ſo we 
have the ſame reaſon to believe that he would not till then 
wholly withdraw his extraordinary Gifts, and Bluminations ; for 
theſe ſeem to have been as neceſlar = the many and per- 
nicious Hereſies {0 ſprung, as thoſe to'vindicate it againſt 
We may well allow greater force to the Aſſertions of 

St. Clement , St. Ignatius, St. Irenews , &Cc. than their Arguments 
may ſeem to carry , becauſe they may have'more of a Divine 
Spirit in them than we are aware of, and.ſo upom that account 
_ a higher regard from us upon the ſcore onely of 
their Reaſonings. We- muſt indeed ſtill keep to- the Analogy 
of Faith, but why ſhould we too. confidently make our felves 
Judges of their ways of arguing, eſpecially from Figures and 
, Allegories > who would have known that the * Rock in the wil- 
derneſs was Chriſt, unleſs St. Pax! had told him ſo? or , who 
would have underſtood the Allegory ® of the two Sons of 4bra- 
hem, unleſs he had explain&d it > How can we be aſſured, that 
St. Paw and the reft of the Apoſtles, did not explain- many 
more. Types. and make many more Allegorical Proofs than we 
have deli to'us in'the'Scriptures? "Tis more than probable 


ve 
did, in {o many Sermons to: the 7ews always from 
OI Teſtament , inſtructed herein by our Saviour himſelf 
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and by the Holy Ghoſt aftar his Aſcenſiog, as their Followers 
and immediate Saccefſours likewiſe were. How chen can we 
be aſfured but many of thoſe Allegorical Interpretations which 
ſome men prefame to ſet ſo light by , might be the Interpreca- 
tions of the Apoſtlesthemſelves or of the Holy Ghoſt in theſe 
Apoſtolical men, as they have been juſtly ſtyled > Thoſe I mean 
delivered down by primitive Antiquity, made uſe of in all ſuc- 
cooding gen till men began to be ſo exceeding wile as to de- 
iſe them. 

: 2. But as the Authority of warranting Apoſtolical Traditions 
could reach no farther than the firſt Ages, fo in ſucceeding times 
we havelittke reaſon to think that the H. Ghoſt had much to doe 
in their Councils; Chriſt himſelf ſeems to have been almoſt ex- 
cluded, fince Chriſt's Vicar, as he ſtyles himſelf, has had ſuch an 


abſolute ſway in Councils. © If any one ſhall 
< ſay, there muſt be recourſe to the See and 
* Court of the chief OP. we will not 
* deny it, if Divinity ſhall have there ewo 
- © ;mpartial Do&ours, not ſeduced, not proud, 
* not covetous or envious, not favourers of 
© the temporal and fpiritual Power, more 
* than of the Truth; otherwiſe it would be 
* more tolerable to have none , than to en- 
« dure ſuch. Upon which Richerius cries ont ; 
«* Good -God ! Had he but ſeen our times, 
« wherein the miſchief encreaſes ſo vaſtly e- 
© very day , that the latter day hath always 
« been ſharper and worſe than the former, and 
« doth till continue fo. And this is to be un- 
derſtood, not onely of Diſcipline, but of Faith 
and Manners. © I ſee ( ſays Ger/on ) that in 
« thoſe Docrines which have regard to the 
« Faith, to Religion, to good and whol- 
* {ome Manners, there will ſcarce be found 
« at this time, as things ſtand, unlefs we 
* ſhould be backt by ſtrong affiſtances of the 
« ſecular Power, either a juſt determination , 


St drzerit aliquis , fiet recurſis 
ad Sedem 5 Curiam Summi Pon- 
tificis, non negabimus hoc, fi Theo- 
logia illic habuerit duos Dofores 
non partiales, non ſeduttos, non 
faftuoſor, non queſturſos aut invidos, 
non prteſtati ſeculari, non ſpirituali, 

quam veritati ftudentes, alio- 
quin tolerabilius efſet nullss habere 
qudm tales pati, Gerſon apud Ri- 
cher. [. 2. p. 262. 


Deus Bone / Si mftra vidiſſet ſe- 
cula, quibus malum in immenſum 
per ſingulos dies ita excrevit , nt 
ſemper poſterior dies acerbior Of ne- 
quior prove extiterit (© continuet. 


Video quod im Dofrinis, que Fi- 
dem. que Religionem, que bonos (Fs 
ſalubres reſpiciunt Mares, vix inve- 
nietur in bac tempeftate , rebus ut 
ſent manentibus, nec habito forti fa- 
wore potentia ſecularis , terminatio 
debita, vel expedita juſtitia z Ex 
perto crede, Ec. Ihid. p. 250. 


© or ſpeedy juſtice. Believe a man who has tryed it, ec. Such 
have been the Complaints of good men concerning the Gene- 


rality of the Popiſh Clergy , and are ſtill in-our days, eſpecially 


Concerning. 
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© Rlolden's 

Let « in Wal- 
1ſh's Iriſh Re- 
monſtr. p. 524+ 


Melch,Canus, 
Loc. 


h 6. caþ. alt. 
Fr 41 So 
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concerning all thoſe that challenge the Governing part in Coun- 
cils. © I wiſh, ſays < Dr. Holder, with all my that with the 
* loſs of my Bloud, I could blot out of the Belief of all experi- 
© enced men, that nothing bur Intereſt and FaRtion are preva- 
* lent in the Court of Rowe. We need not inſiſt upon the groſs 
Ignorance of former Apes, when the leading men, as we have 
ſeen in Pix the Second, Cuſanms and others, employed all their 
hnowledge and cunning to uphold a FaRion, which made them 
go off from one Party to another , as their Intereſt ſerved, and 
uſe all the arts and ways of management which are wont'to-be 
aſed in ſecular affairs. | 

3. This quite breaks the force of the Argument that is moſt 
troubleſome to a modeſt man, that he ſhould oppoſe his own 
judgment and the judgments of ſome few others perhaps, in com- 
pariſon to the Determination of ſo many Biſhops met in Coun- 
cil ; we need but go to Nic. Clemargis Works , to Efpencers up- 
on the Epiſt. to 7:19, to the Centym Gravamina, or to an entire 
ColleRion of Diſcourſes to this purpoſe, called Faſticu/ns rerum 
expetendarum & fugiendarum : to the Hiſtory of the Council -of 
Trent , Or to the Concilium Deleftorum Cardinalium to get rid of 
this Argument , which is ſo plauſibly urged by the Gaide , and 
runs through all his Diſcourſes: for if men will ſo apparently 
tranſpreſs all the meaſures of Right and Wrong , we have no 
reaſon to confide much in them about what is True and Falſe , 
when it is ſo much for their intereſt to uphold the opinion of 
Infallibjlity, which yet by their own Confeſſion implies Induſtry 
and Abilities as well as Integrity. * For Melchior Cans aflerts' 
that Councils as well as Popes may. err, unleſs they take care to 
uſe all due means in examining the Do&rines defined : That 
Councils have ſometimes acted by Intereſt and Delign is confe(- 
ſed on both hands ; the onely Queſtion is, what and how ma- 
ny theſe Councils have been. He ſays indeed, that as for him- 
ſelf, he will never admit that any Pope or Council has not uſed 


all neceſſary diligence in determining Queſtions of Faith : Bur 


what matter is it, what he will admit, unleſs he will anſwer his 
own ments? if he will admit the Premiſles and deny the 
Concluſion, what is that to us ?-others of his Communion will 
own that Popes have erred © Cathedra, and he owns, that Hone- 
rins and other Popes have erred in matters of. Faith * now 'tis 
but carrying the Argument one ſtep farther ( /ub/unt amino cauſe 


etdem ) 
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eedem ) and General Councils may err in their Definitions as 
well as Popes. His words , which are very remarkable , are to 
this effect ; © Hegrants that we are not to look upon thoſe as the 
* Judgments of the Apoſtolick See, which are made in private, 
© malitiouſly or inconl(iderately by the Pope alone, or by ſome 
* few of his Party ; but thoſe which appear to have been firſt 
'© well examined, and by the advice of many wiſe Men: Now 
© we have the very ſame Reaſons to (ay the like of Councils , 
© which 1 juſt now mentioned : for we ought not to think that 
© the Pope onely ſhould be miſtaken when he is aſleep, and 
* ſhould fpeak-the truth when he is awake :. and that the Fa- 
* thers of a Council alone ſhould go on right ſleeping or wa- 
* king, and: that they ſhould diſcern difficulties with their 
© Eyes ſhut or in the dark. This is in common, believe me , 
© to all the Judges of the Church, if when they publiſh their 
* Decrees, they be driven on by a certain raſhneſs and ſudden- 
« neſs of Judgment as by a Wind, to effe&t nothing which 
« may be looked upon as ſolid, grave or certain, 
Clamangit is yet-{harper , © Upon whom ſhall my Spirit ref , but Diſputat. ſur 
© pon the humble man and him who trembles at my Ward? Put if 4 pr 
© (as our Lord bears witne) it onely reſts upon thoſe , and ;;"s,ciuuls 


< according to the temper of this Age , there are in all proba- rerum exper 
1 


« bility but few ſuch in our Councils, and if there are uſually & fugiend. 
< in every Aſſembly great: numbers of carnal or wordly Men, 4s: 290. E- 
* ambitious and contentious Men, ſwelling with that humane 
© knowledge which puffs up ; ſee the neceſſity of believing thar 
<« the Holy Spirit has always the upper-hand in Councils, when 
* the minds of the Conſulters always refiſt it, and put a bar 
« to any thing which might produce ſounder and more ſaving 
« effects; eſpecially ſince the Decrees of Councils are wont to 
by for the moſt part from the major part of the concur- 
©* ring Votes: This I ſpeak not poſitively , but by way of In- 
E quiry, Cc. 
t, ſays Bellarmin, it is a ſufficient evidence that a Council 
has not erred, if the Pope has confirmed it, and his Confir- 
mation is the Criterion» of a truly General Council, or rather of 
Infallibility for Councils, whether general or particular, in : 
Bellarmin's 4 account , cannot err , if the Pope has once confir- © P* Concil. 


med them. But, firſt, Popes have confirmed Councils which a 
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are not acknowledged to be General, as we haye ſeen of the 
Councils of moped and Baſil; nay , Liberits copied me 
Council of $irmiam which was Heretical. Secondly , This 
volves os yet in'farther Difficulties : for theſe Men , who bold, 
that without the Pope's Confirmation no Councils can be 
| timate,' or" of ſufficient Authority to propoſe Articles of Faith, 
| FiPranet, Op broy he to il that 4s ert it to be De Fide, that the 
row gr preſ ſent Pope, whoever he be, is Chriſt's true Vicar, and Suc- 
| cnc. & Ceflour to Saint Piter, which is the general opinion of the Jeſus 
Carleton.cur- ;ts;'* But how' this could be De Fide ; when there were fo ma- 
- _— ny Ancipopes for about ſeven yews together, or how any 
Di 22. $ 3. Council can” be known to be | upon theſe Grounds is 
impoſſible to underſtand., ſince if; there ſhould be any defect in 
his Baptilin, 'either a5 to the Form or the Intention of the Prieſt, 
or if any thing ſhould be amiſs in his Election or Conſecration , 
he is by a Conſtitution of. Nicholas the Second, by a Bull ul of 
on re by ourth, and by a plain and. nec 
ſtom their own 2yowed .Princi les, not.a Pope,] ue an rr 
and is to be anathema tized a withſtood, by alChriſtian Peo- 
ple. * The French King wou "not acknowledge Clement the Se: 
= vs for Pope, till-che Cardinals'who choſe. him, had ſworn, 
; that they proceeded. ner whic yet moms not ſatisfie the 
|H * De Conctlt- Univetfity of Pars and the: ench Cle) _Lroarrae' con-" 
AOs-s ; jeff, that it is doubthull. whether Ln of Piſa, 
CIR. Whid i Lg Gregory the Ti and Benedi&.the 
Thirfent, a eleed Alexander eB were approved or 
not :' but if it had, been.cerrainly rej Alexander the' Sixth 
would certainly have Ryled himſelf, not Alexanzer the Sixth, bur 


the Fifth. ' And it is, beſides £ he; almoſt. the common opi- 


nion that Alexander the 5 Hi. Volt "whe ſucceeded him. were 


true Popes, However 0 Prerend i the Popedom, 
theſe were moſt generally ow 1 


for ſuc Tt Catia mn 

extend his Faith in ſuch an intricate KL, to al ns coca | 
ſtances requiſite to the making 4'Pope duly, ey: or the con-. 
firmation of a Counal, he can have no reaſon to make the 
leaft ſcruple of whatever the Council delivers , and ſo may as. 
wa take the Conch: $ Word, and neyer ſtay for the Pope $ com. 
fthation, | 


How- 
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However the pe Infallaility of Comet reſolves itſelf into the - 


——— of eſfours at laſt , and ey boos man be- 
eves as much and no more of Councils than his Confeſfour 

vin fit to acquaint him with ; and ſince the eſwirs have eve- 

ry where almoſt that office, ey "Councils are enerally received 
as they have put them forth, wy a - explain 

> 4 and will be {o received = derftood th theſe I I 

have mentioned, or a thouſand moxe objections lye againſt eve- 

ry one of them. 
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